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AMSAY’S CANNEL COAL. 
Analysis by Lewis THompPson, Esq. :— 
Specific Gravity. | Cubic Feet. a —* 
ooo 9151 = 27°2 candles, 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
DO. GARESFIELD COKE. 


RAMSAY’S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 
GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828, 

FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 
FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 

The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
liery, is of excellent quality, and no expense spared in 
perfecting every article. 

The FIRE-BRICKS (marked ‘* RAMSAY”) are to be 
seen in all parts ci the world, and the works are the 
most extensive in the Kingdom. 

Manufactories: DERWENTHAUGH, SWALWELL, and 
Hessurn Quay. Offices: Broap CHARE, NEW- 
CASTLE-UPON-TYNE. Address, G. H. Ramsay. 


IMPROVED GASLIGHT. 


Most of the complaints made of deficiency of gaslight, 
and bad gas, arise from the unskilful combustion of the 
, and especially from the employment of bad burners. 
The atmosphere is thus rendered offensive and un- 
whol and b charged with smoke—an in- 
conveni that is ially felt in churches, theatres, 
and public offices. 
By using proper burners, regulating the pressure, and 
earburetting the gas, it will be rendered the cheapest 
and most wholesome artificial light that can be used, 

CaRLESS, BLAGDEN, and Co., having been for many 
years practically engaged in manufacturing every va- 
riety of substance used for the production of artificial 
light, have for some time specially directed their at- 
tention to the subject of carburetting gas. 

In conjunction with Gro. GLover and Co.,an ex- 
tensive series of experiments have been conducted with 
the greatest care, and by means of instruments of the 
highest scientific precision; and the result of their 
united efforts is, that the fluid and apparatus have been 
so improved as to give a real commercial value to the 
process of carburetting common gas. The most im- 
portant result to be obtained from this process is that 
the light can be doubléd or trebled, and that for an 
equal amount of light the production of heat and car- 
bonic acid gas will be greatly reduced, even to less than 
the quantity produced by wax candles and oil-lamps. 
Messrs. Gko. GLOVER and Co. will have pleasure in 
showing the apparatus in use, and in giving any expla- 
nation that may be ‘desired. Architects, engineers, 
and scientific men generally, are specially invited. 

For list of prices, and all other information, apply to 


GEO. GLOVER and CO., 

Works, RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, 8.W.; or, 
CARLESS, BLAGDEN, and CO., 

2, NEW LONDON STREET, E.C. 
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COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
OSEPH COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Prize MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for “Gas 
ReTorts and OTHER OBJECTS in Fire-Ciay,’’ and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
ExHIBITION of 1862, the Prize Mepat for “Gas 
Rerorts, Firge-Bricks, &c., for EXCELLENCE of 
Quatirty.” 

J.C.and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS. 
Coal Office, 
Quay Sipe, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 









JOuN RUS SELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 


KS, 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Tron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
Boilers. 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocka, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


[tHE MARQUIS OF LOTHIAN’S 
CANNEL COAL, 

This Cannel is extensively used in the Gas-Works of 
Edinburgh, and been so for Forty Years, and is well 
known to Gas Manufacturers throughout Scotland. 

The yield per ton is 12,573 cubic feet, with an illu- 
minating power equal to 33°8 standard sperm candles. 
Coke per ton by weight is 1046 lbs., by measure 
26 bushels. 

For price and other information, apply to Mr. JOHN 
Romans, Civil Engineer, 53, Frederick Street, EDIN- 
BURGH. 











BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE,. 


Witiun COCHRAN CARR begs 


moet respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and OWT his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute thelargest orders with punctualit 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY ReTORT 5 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 

London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & Ov., 
63, OLD BroaD STREET, City, LONDON. 


MANCHESTER CORPORATION GAS-WORKS, 


[tHE Gas Committee of the Corpora- 
tion are desirous of receiving TENDERS for 
the purchase of two STATION-METERS (made by 
8. Crosley, London), each of the hourly capacity of 
15,000 cubic feet when in working order. They are 
fitted with tell-tale indices, inlet and outlet pipes, by- 
passes, and valves; and may be seen at the Rochdale 
Road station on application to Mr. Henry Lyon, the 
Manager. 
Tenders to be addressed to the Chairman of the Gas 
Committee, York Chambers, King Street. 
By order, 
Joszern Herron, Town-Clerk. 
Gas Offices, York Chambers, King Street, 
Juse 8, 1866, 


FoR SALE, 2 Set of second-hand 
CONDENSING PIPES, with boxes, suitable 
for a small Gas-Work. Diameter ofdrain,6in. Cheap. 

Apply, G., at J. Steen, late Simpson and Steen, 
WOLVERHAMPTON. 











Established Prize Medal 
A.D, 1782. Holders. 


WILLIAM BLEWS AND SONS, 


9,10, 11, and 12, NEW BARTHOLOMEW STREET, 


BIRMINGHAM ; 
AND 38, WEST SMITHFIELD, LONDON; 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
METAL AND GLASS CHANDELIERS, &c., 


IN THE PUREST STYLE OF ART. Also of 


IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS, 
FOR GAS STEAM, AND WATER; 
Steam and other Cocks in Gun-Metal and Brass; 
Stecxs, Taps, and Dies; Gas-Hooks and Burners ; 
Brass, Copper, and Composition Tubes; and every 
article required in the erection of Gas- Works. 

ALL WARRANTED. 





THE 


MANUFACTURERS OF 





MEDAL AWARDED, EXHIBITION, 1862, “FOR GOOD WORK.” 


IMPERIAL TUBE COMPANY, BIRMINGHAM, 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, BRASS & COPPER TUBES, 
GALVANIZED & GLASS ENAMELLED TUBES & FITTINGS, 


LAP-WELDED IRON & BRASS BOILER-TUBES, ETC., ETC. 


gS Sole Makers of ‘*‘*HUGHES’S PATENT TAPS,” Strongly recommended for all High-pressure 
purposes.—-Price List and Testimonials forwarded on application. 





THE UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER. 


(SANDERS & DONOVAN’S PATENT.) 





























MANUFACTURERS: 


WITH 


-” Unquestionably the best Water Gas-Meter now in _ use.” 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; 
LIN and OLDHAM. 





Branch Manufactories at DUB 
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Will be published on the 18th inst., price 1s., 
ustrated with various cuts, 


[THE GAS CONSUMER'S GUIDE. 
By Wm. Bropaade, 0.8. 
Containing - Proxréve A ht=Gas, its 
Manufactare ahd Quality—Advantages of Gas—Con- 
siderations 6f adopting Gas Lighti n Burners, 
Flames, &e.— : a P mn for Gas- 
lights—Gas-Meters popularly explained— Index of 
Gas-Meters — Gas-Regulator — Ventilation — General 
Remarks. 
To be had of the AuTHOR, 7, Regina Road, Upper 
Holloway, LONDON. 
FIRE ENGINEERING. 
Now ready, with numerous Illustrations, Diagrams, 
a printed, 544 pp., demy 8vo. Price 
1 4s., postage 10d. 
FIBRES. FIRE-ENGINES, AND 


FIRE BRIGADES; with a History of Manual 
and Steam Fire-Engines, their Construction, Use, and 
Management; Remarks on Fire-proof Buildings, and 
the Preservation of Life from Fire; Statistics of the 
Fire Apeiieanse in English Towns; ~—— Fire Sys- 
tewis; Hints for the Formation of, and Rules for, Fire 
Brigades; and an Account of American Steam Fire- 
Engines. By Cuaruzs F. T. Youne, C.E., author 

7 a. onomy of Steam Power on Common 
3,” &e, 
Lonpon: Lockwoop and Co., 7, Stationers Hall 
Court. 








NOW READY, 


Vt. XIV. of the JOURNAL of GAS 
LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 
TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1865, price 2is., bound 
in eloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., III., 
IV., V., VI., VIL, VIII., IX., X., XI, XII., and XIII. 
are still on sale. 
W. B, Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fizer Street, E.C. 


GAs LEGISLATION, 1866. 








Now ready, 


Reports of the Proceedings before Select Committees 
of Parliament. 


ALORINGTON, HOVE, AND BRIGHTON GAS, and BRIGHTON 
AND HOVE GENERAL GAS BILLS—price 2s., by post 2s. 1d. 
SHEFFIELD UNITED GAS BILL—price 1s., by post 1s. 1d, 


WANDSWORTH AND PUTNEY GAS BILL—price 1s., by 
post Is, ld. 


IMPERIAL AND EQUITABLE GAS BILL—price 1s., by 
post Is. ld. " 


CHATHAM, ROCHESTER, &e,, GAS BILL—price 1s., by 
post ls. ld. 


London: WILLIAM B. KING, 11, Bolt Court, FLEeT 
Street, E.C. 


RATING OF GAS & WATER PIPES. 
Now ready, price 2e., per post 2s. 1d., 


REPORT of the Appeal of the 
PHCENIX GAS COMPANY v. LEE (West 
Kent Quarter Sessions, January, 1865), with the 
Special Case thereon, and Judgment of the Court of 
Queen’s Bench. 

London: Wiii1am B. K1nG, 11, Bolt Court, FLeer 
Srreet, E.C. 


CARPENTER’S Improved Wood 
a SIEVES for Gas-Purifiers. 
Works: 14, John Street, Pentonville Road, LONDON, N. 

















The above sieves are used by the principal gas com- 
panies in London and the country. ‘heir utility, 
durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
perior to all others. 

Testimonials ae ae engineers who have tested 
their qualities for ied on application. 

All orders punctually attended to, and estimates 
given if required. 


ATHELS’S Patent Four-Way Disc 
‘GAS-VALVES, applied to Purifiers, Gasholders, 
or other apparatus, save from ONE-HALF to TWo- 
THIRDS the number of ordinary Valves and Connexions. 
They are simple, strong, and durable; and having no 
ground faces or rubbing surfaces, cannot get set fast 
however long they may remain unmoved. The direc- 
= in which the Gas is passing can also be seen at a 
glance. 
Descriptive Circular, Prices, &c., furnished on ap= 
plication to the Manufacturers, Messrs. Guest and 
CuRIMES, ROTHERHAM. 


G. W. STEVENSON, C.E., F.GS., 

(for the last 10 ys Engineer to the Corpora- 

tion of Halifax), may be consulted upon all matters 

connected with the cons of works, and the 

manufacture and supply of gas; also upon the con- 

struction of water-works and the supply of water to 

towns; and also in respect to the sewerage of towns, 
and sani works generally. 

Offices, Waterhouse Street, HALIFAX, and 14, Park 

Street, WESTMINSTER, 


GANUEL CUTLER, Gasholder 
MAKER and CONTRACTOR 
For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 
and Alteration of Works and every description of 
Gas APPARATUS, 
PROVIDENCE IRON Works, 


MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E. 
Main Laying and Gas-Works erected complete. 

















GLOBE METER -WorRE SS. 


Fr 





— 


Pees 


NEWTON & BRADDOCK, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


STATION METERS, CONSUMERS METERS, &c., 
OLDHAM. 


REDUCED PRICES OF 


BRYAN DONKIN & CO’S 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s. per inch diameter 
List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 


had on application. 
These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 lbs. on the square inch 


before leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 
Valves made with Outside Racks to order. Aleo, Screw Water-Valvee 


with Gun-Metal Faces. 
BRYAN DONKIN & C@.,, 
ENGINEERS, 
NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 


F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingham— Established 1807, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 

LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &o. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 
Made from ‘‘Rr@ist#REp’’ Desicns), with GLAss BRANCHES, &c.; suitable 
ior DRAWING-ROoMS and BALL-rooms. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OSLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 


a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 
HBATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE 


DR. NORMANDY’S 
PATENT PIPE-JOINTS. 





























SCG EE F—jé" 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS— 


A, NORMANDY and C0., Engineers and Ironfounders, 


HOLLY BUSH PLACE, BETHNAL GREEN ROAD, LONDON, NE. 

Also Sole Manufacturers of the Patent Marine Aérated Fresh-Water Apparatus, Steam Pumps 
Steam Winches, &c. 

These Joints have been in use nearly three years on gas-mains, and are still perfectly sound. They 
have also been proved quite sound under a pressure of 680 feet head of water. ‘ 

The advantages which these Joints offer are economy, perfect soundness and durability, ease 
and rapidity of application, use of perfectly plain pipes, so that a tight Joint may be made wi 
cut pi even though the ends do not come close together. Any ordinary labourer is capable of 
securely fixing them. 

These Joints are particularly applicable to gas, water, and suction pipes, and remain permanently 
sound; they are cheaper than the socket-joint, as they save the lead, the gasket, the iron forming the 
socket (which in a 8-inch main amounts to 10 lbs.), and the fire for melting the lead. There is also 
considerable saving of time, more than four Joints being made in the time required for making only one 
of the others, and by unscrewing the bolts, a pipe can be removed and rep with the greatest facility. 

By means of Joints, which are made of all sizes, pipes made of either wrought or cast —_ 
copper, lead, tin, earthenware, glass, bitumen, gutta-percha, suction-hose, &c., may be rapidly ani 
soundly united, and taken apart with facility. 











a, 
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THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RAIT, and CO., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 
perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPER'MENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 





a ee 














For information, &c., apply to 


W. ARCHER, Manager, Meter Factory, OLDHAM; 


OR TO 


GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


E J. & J. PEARSON, 
DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRiCK-WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
WNwRROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from 2 in. to 6 in. bore. 
STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATEReGAUGES, &.; 
PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES, 
For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c. 


LONDON WAREHOUSE-N° 66, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 


WALKERS’ 
pe SIEVES OR GRIDS FOR PURIFIES. 


1 These celebrated Grids are used for and UNAFFECTED {ff i 
BY EITHER LIME OR OXIDE, WHICH IS SO DEs.- fiji{} 
TRUCTIVE TO IRON GRIDS. They are much cheaper, 
and VERY MUCH MORE DURABLE than Iron Grids. 

DRAWING No. 1 
|] Shows our most firm and durable kind of Wood Grids. | 
They are made BEVEL IN SECTION FOR KEEPING #i}i} 
ij CLEAN, and for LARGER AREA OF GAS PASSAGE . 
j through them. iH) 
They have outside frames of HARD UNDAMAGE- fF 
11) ABLE WOOD, which enables them to be COMPRESSED {if 
i UNDER HEAVY PRESSURE, PROTECTS THEM ||| 
|] FROM ROUGH USAGE, and binds them together with [| 
STRENGTH AND SOLIDITY. 
| DRAWING No. 2 
Shows our second quality of Wood Grids of a less substantial 
Mm and cheaper kind. They are made parallel in section, and #}) 
are suitable for lighter work. 
Prices on application to 


Cc. & W. WALKER, 


Midland Works, Donnington, near Newport, 
SHROPSHIRE; axp 


Little Sutton Street, London, E.C. 
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ANOTHER 
MEDAL AWARDED BY THE JURY, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862, 


To THOMAS GLOVER, 
SUFFOLK STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, LONDON. 





Tuomas Grovxr has great pleasure in informing Gas Companies and his other Patrons, that the Jury of Class XXXI. of 
the Internutional Exhibition of 1862 have awarded, for his Patent Dry Gas-Meter, a Prize Medal. The reason given for this 
Award, in the Juries Official Report, is, ‘‘ For excellence of manufacture, as regards Dry Meters.” See Official Report, p. 346. 











It is worthy of remark, that the only two other Firms who receive Awards both manufacture imitations of Thomas Glover's 
Patent Dry Gas-Meter, and the reason given for these Awards is ‘‘ construction and sound workmanship.” Thomas Glover, 


1862; at the same time, contrasting the Award granted for his Meter by the words, ‘‘ For excellence of manufacture, as regards 





WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CQO. 
(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 
PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, EC. 
“Established 1816. 





PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 
Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 
of the Sale of Gas Act. 


therefore, claims that the construction of his Meter has obtained three Awards from the Jury of the International Exhibition of 


Dry-Meters.” : | 
The Prize Meter was exhibited in Class XXXI., No. 6301, connected with a 1-foot holder, to demonstrate that a aia 
Meter measures and indicates accurately the small quantity of One Foot. 





“It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to renderthem 3 per cent. slow 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an | 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 
fact of the ees having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sufficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 
venience it is designed to meet.”—JournaL or Gas LIGHTING. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to mannfacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 





STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
mingbam, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 








MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 








Se ee Qe —" 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 1866, 


Notes upon Passing Lvents. 


Crasu follows crash—one great money business topples over 
after another, dragging the most profitable undertakings and 
the most respectable names into the dust of ruin. On every 
side you see the marks of the desolation of insolvency—huge 
public works at a stand-still, marked by mocking skeletons of 
poles and hoardings, unfinished, and when to be finished no 











man can say. Lord Redesdale, if he takes any pride in his 
speeches and legislative duties, is the most unfortunate of 
peers, for if he had spoken in the full tide of financial opera- 
tions no one would have listened to him; and now he speaks 
when the ruin is complete, when the torpedo has exploded 
and the materials for the like destruction can never be collected 
again in the same shape. Discussion on the system of credit 
and credulity which has endowed the country with magnificent 
works at the expense of the shareholders in banks and financial 
companies is a waste of time. The system is gone—sunk on 
its foundations like a viaduct on a quicksand; and specula- 
tion in any shape of national importance is not to be renewed 
until a new generation has arisen, and the boys now investing 
in toffee and speculating in shilling sweeps on the St. Leger 
have beards on their chins and can draw cheques. But it 


will come again, the reign of first real and then false confi-|| 


dence, as surely as profits will accumulate—as surely as that 
this generation will die or forget before that time comes round. 
The South Sea Bubble was forgotten before the success of 
the Duke of Bridgewater’s canals drove town and country 
alike mad on canals, and gave the country a canal system that 


blessed the coal-owner, the manufacturer, and the farmer, and || 


ruined most of theshareholders. Timeand accumulation brought 
us to loans, to South American republics, to Real del Monte | 
mines, and all the bubbles which ended in a clean sweep of 
nearly every country and many London banks. There was a long 
pause, and depressed times, which ended with the bright vista 
of the Liverpool and Manchester Railway and the first railway 
mania—a time now noticeable because people then backed their 
confidence with cash, and actually paid for the shares they sub- 
scribed for. After the usual period of disappointment, and in- 
solvency, and depression, the 10 per cent. dividends of a couple 





of great lines, and the guarantee system of the Railway King, 
created the now totally defunct stagging mania, when a good | 
address ‘‘ in Berkeley Square,”’ with a ream of crested note- 
paper, were sufficient foundations for a fortune. When the || 
tide turned, when allotments became waste paper, it was 
thought that people were going to be wise for ever. But late 
events have proved that, as mites breed in cheese, so a plethora 
of accumulated profits always creates an ample crop of fools 
and rogues, and those who wonderfully combine the qualities 
of both. To console those who have lost earnings and savings, 
character, and credit, and who are turned loose on the world 
to begin the battle of life with every disadvantage, is impos- 
sible ; but, in a national point of view, it is not altogether 
foolish to say a few comforting words. It is true now, as it 
was true in the Hudsonian days, when lines with no profitable 
traffic were made and leased at 10 per cent., the investors 
have lost their money, but the country has the public works, 
and has started and executed reproductive as well as unpro- 
ductive enterprises in every quarter of the world. Once the 
shareholders of the Midland Railway were at the lowest pitch 
of despondency ; now they own one of the most solidly flou- 
rishing undertakings in the kingdom, and also one of the 
most valuable to our trade and manufactures. And so, to take 
the most flagrant instance of the operations of the usury prac- 
tised by financial companies, the London, Chatham, and Dover | 
metropolitan extensions, have been carried out on terms which, 

until recently, were only supposed to be imposed by the polite 

gentlemen who, at the west-end of the town, kindly help young 
swells to ruin. But when the worst is said, the railways are 
there ; the north can cross over by a direct line to the south 
side of the Thames, and the capabilities and possibilities of 
suburban traffic have been developed to a degree which could 
not have been estimated by the most sanguine calculator. A 
new vein of traffic has been tapped, and after an uncertain 
time the pailway invasion will commence again. Under pre- 
sent circumstances Lord Redesdale’s proposals are but a new 
form of locking the door when the steed has been stolen. It 
is true that when the general public refused any longer to 
answer the invitations of advertisements, and subscribe to 
schemes for railways, docks, &c., a new combination was 
formed, by which an engineer, a contractor, and a lawyer, if 
they could gain the confidence and meet the price of a finance 
company, could go to work without any subscribing public at 
all. Such works cost at least twice as much as those con- 
structed for cash, but they were made, and the case of a rail- 
way of no use to the public has not yet been produced, or of a 
dock either. 











This system of financing is now practically buried. The 
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and managers of finance companies to do what they liked with 
their money have disappeared. They succeeded the confiding 
public, who once subscribed hard cash to railways on paper. 
If Lord Redesdale wishes to be useful, he had better suggest 
some means of inducing the frightened capitalists who are now 
hoarding their money in the least profitable and most safe in- 
vestments, to subscribe to really sound and useful public works. 
That will be the problem of the next ten years. In this 
country, what the Government has done in France and credu- 
lous foreigners in the United States, credulous speculators in 
finance companies and banks have achieved. Let us con- 
gratulate ourselves that matters are no worse, and that 
those who have not gone abroad for their profits have 
something to show at home for their money. For our 
own parts we believe that all legislative attempts to restrain 
investments in public works are mischievous as futile. All 
that can be done and that has never been done, is to establish 
a registration, where any intending shareholder, or debenture- 
holder can ascertain the exact powers of raising money, and 
how far those powers have been exercised by any company in 
which a man desires to invest his money. There can be no 
insuperable difficulty in such a registration. Bills of sale are 
no longer available if not registered. Parties lending money 
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on bills to companies not having power to draw or accept lose 
their money. It would, therefore, be both reasonable and 
possible to bring public works within a legal limitation. After 
that, if people choose to trust it is a case of “ caveat emptor.” 
As a matter of fact it will be years before the too great facili- 
ties for raising money for reproductive works can be a national 
grievance. With the financial crisis also disappeared the 
terrors of railway invasion. The householders who were 
piteously deploring the threatened destruction of their house- 
hold gods may now rest in peace. The army of navvies has 
been checked, and it will be long before they recover strength 
enough to force their way through regions really defended. 
It may be questioned whether some who have been loudest in 
their complaints will be quite satisfied with the realization of 
their prayers. Invasion meant compensation, and compensa- 
tion meant money, which has now become an unknown quantity 
to railway promoters. Then, again, the financial crash has 
checked a steady rise of the wages of mechanics—a rise which 
was seriously embarrassing export trade and private, not joint- 
stock, enterprise. As long as two masters were looking for 
one man the mechanic wisely made his profit. The thousands 
discharged by contractors and builders have increased the 
value of a sovereign in a builder’s hands. 


The objections to our system of sanctioning speculative works 
through parliamentary committees are obvious enough, but no 
one has yet proposed anything really better. To devise a court 
of inquiry would seem simple enough, but where are you to 
find the men. The mere fact that a large number of expensive 
witnesses must be collected, paid, fed, and often amused for 
an indefinite number of weeks; that counsel and engineers 
must be retained for an indefinite number of days creates an 
expense which a change of tribunal could only lessen by 
greater rapidity of action. In theory, a local inquiry on the 
spot to be dealt with, would often diminish the cost of wit- 
nesses; but, then, who is to inquire? We have an unlimited 
amount of practical skill at the disposal of private enterprise ; 
but it must be admitted that official engineers, architects, and 
surveyors are not famous. The engineer reports of the old 
Board of Health, the official reports made to the Admiralty 
and the Board of Trade, have not tended to inspire respect 
for official appointees. Then, again, there has been a call in 
the literary circles, represented by the Pall Mail Gazette, for 
an officer who should represent “‘ public interests” in the 
application for public works, and speak for those who have no 
locus standi before a parliamentary committee. That is a 
proposition to which in theory it is difficult to object; but in 
practice we find, especially at the Admiralty and the Woods 
and Forests, in fore-shore questions, that such officials seek 
to earn their salaries by objecting to everything. Perhaps in 
the future the promoters themselves will call for some less 
expensive process than our present committees of a few hours 
and many crotchets. 

From France we are not likely to learn much. There the publce 
works, made here at the sacrifice of shareholders, are either 
made at the cost of taxpayers or not made at all. A French 
gentleman, appropriately named Emile Level, who has been 
pleading the cause of local railways for his country, and in the 
course of a very useful article, full of facts, gives the following 











description of the process by which leave to lay out money in 
a railway is extracted from the French Government. “ Cen- 
“tral administration,” he says, “with the view of efficiently 
“« protecting private property, acts as if a company was an heir 
“‘ under age to be protected against the extravagant anticipa- 
“tion of his fortune.” To illustrate his opinion he takes as 
an example the imaginary case of a railway projected in the 
department of Seine-et-Oise, and in the one political arrondisse- 
ment of Pontoise. Ist, the company having been formed, ad- 
dresses to the Minister of Public Works a petition for a con- 
cession, accompanied by a plan condensed, a line showing the 
gradients, and a statement showing the advantages of the line. 
2nd, the minister immediately forwards the documents to the 
prefect, requesting him to report to the Government on the 
utility of the proposed railway. 3rd, the prefect names a com- 
mission, and orders an inquiry at the sub-prefecture of Pon- 
toise, and transmits all the documents to the sub-prefect. 4th, 
the sub-prefect, after obtaining the report of the commission, 
returns the documents to the prefect, who submits them to the 
engineer-in-chief of the Ponts et Chaussées in Paris, to whom 
the examination of the proposed works has been entrusted. 
5th, the engineer-in-chief remits the papers to the sub-engineer 
in like manner appointed, residing at Pontoise. 6th, the first 
report is made by him, sent up to his chief, who makes (7thly) 
a second report. The bundle of documents (we have no word 
for ‘‘ dossier’), which begins to grow thick with additions, 
is then (8thly) sent to the prefecture of Versailles. 9th, the 
prefect, after giving his opinion, sends it to the Minister of 
Public Works. 10th, the minister consults the General Coun- 
cil of the Ponts et Chausées. 11th, the council appoint a 
reporter, selected from their army of engineers. 12th, he 
makes a third report. 13th, the council reports on the 
questions relating to Government service, to questions of| 
public utility, and also on the engineering details. 14th, on. 
this report the Minister of Public Works draws a contract 
with the company, and settles a tariff of rates and fares. 
This is laid before the Council of State. Finally, the Em- 
peror signs the decree authorizing the execution of the work. ' 
The engineer, in the meantime, has prepared the details of | 
his plan, and then a new journey is commenced. From Paris| 
the papers travel to Versailles, from Versailles they return to) 
Paris, and are sent to the official engineer at Pontoise. Then! 
there is a report, which has to pass to Paris, once again to| 
Versailles, and again to Paris to the offices of the minister ;| 
sent thence to the official engineers, referred to an engineer for | 
a report, and reported on. Finally, the minister approves the 
details, subject to many reservations, and decrees its execu- 
tion. This decree is addressed to the prefect, who is en- 
trusted with the official notification to the company. Next 
the proposed arrangements for all the stations must be sub- 
mitted to the Minister of Public Works. An inquiry is 
ordered on this subject. The forms are the same as those 
gone through to establish the public utility of the railroad. | 
But this new inquiry is a great trial to the company. || 
Every commune wants a station, and every great landed pro-| 
prietor in every commune wants the station at his own door. 
Finally, the Minister of Public Works has to arbitrate and) 
decide on the conflicting demands of municipal councils, 
mayors, commissions of inquiry, the reports of the ordinary 
and the chief engineer, of the prefect, and the Council of 
Ponts et Chausées. Here we stop; but the proceedings for 
acquiring land are just as full of forms and reports, travelling 
everywhere, and always returning twice or thrice to Paris to 
load the tables of the Minister of Public Works with docu- 
ments he must sign but can never consider. There is one 
transparent observation suggested by these details. The 
theory on which these forms are founded is admirable, but in 
practice the loss is greater than the gain secured by formali- 
ties devised on the notion that a Minister of Public Works is 
omniscient and omnipotent, and that all non-officials are fools 
and rogues. 

The debate in the House of Commons the other night on 
Mr. Locke King’s Bill for dividing landed like personal pro- 
perty in cases of intestacy, deserves notice here, not in a 
political but in an agricultural point of view. Those who 
support the division of land on political grounds are con- 
sistent; they see advantages in every step which will destroy 
hereditary wealth and hereditary power, and make the suc- 
cessful manufacturers of the day the greatest men of the day. 
But those who, like Professor Fawcett and Mr. Newman 
Hall, advocate small farms in this climate and under our 
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highly artificial system of cultivation, are simply ignorant of 
the agricultural necessities of the age. In a colony where 
Jand is cheap and labour is dear only small farms will pay for 
cultivation ; and the elaborate attempts from South Australia 
to Canterbury Colony to make colonial land dear and colonial 
labour cheap have only been elaborate failures, although still 
praised by the greatest of modern desk philosophers. In 
colonies the small farmer settled on a plot of fertile soil, 
within reach of what here would be called commonage, can 
live on his produce, find an unlimited market for his surplus, 
jand obtain ready money by working for his neighbours. 
So, too, in southern climates where clothes and fuel are 
slight sources of expense, and a man dines well on an onion, 
a lump of bread, and a cup of sour wine, the hot sun 
and water supply the place of manure, and garden cultivation 
of southern fruits occupies and feeds a whole family comfort- 
‘ably. So, too, in mountainous countries where no wheat 
| grows, small family dairies may flourish. But in agricultural 
England the soil demands so large a capital to make it yield a 
rofit in the average of years that it requires a partnership 
tween landlord and tenant to find it. The farmer of ten or 
even fifty acres can neither afford to drain or manure a crop 
nor wait three years for profits. It is in emigration that the 
remedy must be found for the low condition of southern farm 
labourers. On the light thin soil of the East of England, on 
the stiff clays of the midland counties, the little yeoman of 
poets would soon sink to hopeless pauperism, even if as frugal 
as a Walloon. The miseries of younger sons were expati- 
ated on the other night. If we turn to French sources, there 
are tales without end of unhappy fathers persecuted by sons 
sure of their inheritance, with perhaps as much truth in the 
one grievance as the other. 
Mr. Cowper’s speech the other night on Mr. Baillie Coch- 
rane’s motion of inquiry into the government of London, would 











Mr. Cowper finds fault with the gas, and the water, and the 
pavement of London, He hints at a paid body of adminis- 
trators to carry out the deliberations of the unpaid Board of 
Works; but he did not suggest how the paltry three hundred 
thousand pounds available for improvements was to be turned 
into three millions. The experience of this session has taught 
us that the Corporation of London is chiefly powerful as an 
opposition, It can carry little, but it is strong in resistance. 
The great Trafalgar Square National Gallery question has 
assumed a new phase. The much-abused Cole, C.B., again 
appears with a new annexation, as the Cavour of South Ken- 
sington. The Royal Academy, strong in its accumulated fund 
of shillings, declines the narrow bounds of two acres in Picca- 
dilly, and listens to the voice of the great Museum diplomatist, 
who invites them to join in the unlimited company of art, 
‘science, and horticulture, which he has conducted with so 
|mueh skill, pertinacity, and success. As the Royal Academy 
‘is going to spend its own money—as the Commissioners of 
South Kensington can do what they like with their own land— 
as the Metropolitan Railway will shortly make the realms of 
King Cole as accessible as any other part of London—viz., 
make it a section of that railway circle round which omnibus 
trains are continually to revolve—as it must be an advantage 
to the student of drawing and modelling to have at hand the 
treasures of South Kensington Museum—as the gardens, so 
well laid out for exhibiting the triumphs of the milliner and the 
dressmaker, will add a new zest to Academy exhibitions—as the 
Hall of Science will no doubt end in being a new music-hall— 
why, there seems nothing to oppose to this very ingenious 
scheme except the prejudice with which the schemes of those 
who have been too successful are generally received. An 
academy with three acres at its disposal may advantageously 
absorb many other exhibitions of pictures, and have its gal- 
leries for water-colours as well as its hall for the exhibition of 
the works of those who devote themselves to the art of sculp- 
ture in this uncongenial climate. Now, while we are perfectly 
aware of the distrust—nay, of the intense dislike—with which 
every suggestion dated from South Kensington is received by 
high intellectual authorities, we must admit that there is 
something enticing in the idea of grouping together in one of 
the most accessible and ornamental districts of London, a series 
of attractions such as will be presented by the galleries and mu- 
seums of past and present art, with an académie of gardens and 
fountains, as an outlet and exchange from the fatigues of pic- 
ture-gazing. What the value may be in a student’s point of 
view, let others debate on. No doubt we shall have a torrent 
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of the art-cant that is so plentiful in this generation. But, at! 
any rate, no one can contend that London is too amusing, and 
the proposed arrangement, which will bring the May meeting 
of modern pictures into a group with Kensington Gardens and | 
Hyde Park, the sober Museum of bygone art, and the cool, 
arcades of the Horticultural, will provide pleasant and varied | 
food for both the studious, and the idle, and the hard-worked. | 
As for the future of the National Gallery, that may be settled. 
on its present site. Perhaps as the Government will, by the 
South Kensington alliance, save the gift of Burlington House, | 
a little more money may be spared to make a really imposing 
building in Trafalgar Square; and then, perhaps, as Lord’ 
Percy insists on sacrificing public benefit to Northumberland | 
House, he may be induced to call in an architect of genius, and; 
put a better face on that dull and dreary pile. 

At last there has been a beginning made in the Holborn 
Valley Viaduct, and in what, if we mistake not, will be the| 
starting-point of still greater improvements. Mr. Horace Jones, 
whose extravagant and impossible design was at the last 
moment rejected by the Corporation, has been foolish enough 
to recall attention to his own absurdities. Mr, Jones has not 
learned, it seems, the proverb praised of Carlisle, “ Silence 
“is gold.” He had better spare his pen and breath to defend 
his meat market, of which we hear strange stories. 








MEN OF SCIENCE AND THEIR EMPLOYERS, 


Wuewn men of science—whose vocation it is to investigate the’ 

laws of nature, to elucidate the action of physical and chemi-| 
| cal forces, and to analyze the complicated combinations result. | 
ing from those actions—are engaged to direct their inquiries 
to practical purposes, do they thereby abrogate their high’ 
positions as independent investigators and expositors of 
| truth, and become the abject servants of their employers?) 
_ That is the question which has been raised by some members 

of the Corporation of the City of London, in consequence of, 
| Dr. Letheby, the gas analyst appointed by the Commissioners. 
| of Sewers, having given evidence before a parliamentary com- 
| mittee that was adverse to the Corporation Gas Bill, They 
appear to have assumed that as Dr. Letheby was in the 
employ of the Corporation, it was his duty to support the 
Bill without regard to his individual convictions; or, at all 
events, that he was bound to suppress the opinions that did 
not coincide with their views. At the meeting of the Court, 
of Sewers on the 29th ult., for the election of officers for the| 
ensuing year, an attempt was made to put in force the threat) 
of Mr. Dresser Rogers to remove Dr. Letheby from his office 
of gas analyst for the City, as a punishment for having ven- 
tured to give evidence not palatable to the clique of agi- 
tators who have contrived to force themselves into the position 
of leaders of their fellow-citizens on questions connected with 
the supply of gas. The attempt was so far successful, that an 
amendment was carried to the effect that the reappointment 
should be limited to three months, instead of being made for 
the year as usual. It is understood, however, that a great 
majority of the meeting agreed to the amendment under the 
impression that it was the intention of the Legislature to make 
an alteration in the testing clauses of the Metropolis Gas Act. 
Dr. Letheby’s prediction, that the Corporation Gas Bill was 
«« doomed,” was verified in the very hour of the demonstration 
of petty spite against him for having uttered it; and, had it 
then been known that the committee had thrown out the Bill, 
that fact might have had considerable influence on the proceed. 
ings in the Court of Sewers, and the disgraceful exhibition of 
the splenetic desire for revenge might have been spared, 

We are glad that the question of the independence of 
scientific witnesses has assumed so broad an issue. In the 
case of Dr. Letheby, indeed, it goes beyond the ordinary 
summons of a witness to give evidence on a trial in favour of 
one of the parties, because he was in the position of a salaried 
officer of the Corporation; but the principle involved was the 
same. A scientific gentleman who receives a retaining fee to 
make analyses and to state the results of his experience, on the 
understanding that his evidence will be favourable to the 
cause on behalf of which he is retained, comes into the witness- 
box somewhat more pledged to support the interests of his 
employers than an officer appointed to discharge certain duties 
generally, without reference to any specific cause. The in- 
fluence of bribery is brought to bear in one case, and of inti- 
midation in the other, but they are alike inimical to the deve- 











lopment of truth, and tend equally to the perversion of justice. 
It is greatly to the discredit of the Corporation of the City of 
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London that they should allow themselves to appear before 
the public as tampering in any way with the testimony of a 
witness, who is sworn to speak the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth; and yet the instance now before us is 
not, we regret to say, the only one in which they have endea- 
voured to exercise their power for the purpose of intimidation, 
and against the same gentleman. On the question of the 
removal of St. Thomas’s Hospital to Stangate, Dr. Letheby 
took a different view from the members of the Corporation. He 
also gave evidence respecting the management of Newgate 
| Market adverse to the opinion of his employers, for which he 
received a caution. But the recent attack on him is the most 
flagrant act of intimidation, and the proceedings should be 
recorded, to be brought forward against the Corporation as 
an attempt to tamper with justice when their time comes to 
answer for their misdeeds. 

It is very gratifying that the honour and independence of 
scientific witnesses, which has been much impugned of late, 
was so ably vindicated by the fearless manner in which Dr. 
Letheby gave his testimony before the committee on the City 
Corporation Gas Bill, regardless of the “‘ expectations ” of his 
employers. The great anxiety of Mr. Karslake, the leading 
counsel for the Bill, to disclaim Dr. Letheby’s evidence, 
showed how greatly those expectations had been disappointed. 
Forgetting at the moment the full application of the similitude 
to his clients, he likened Dr. Letheby to Balaam, who had 
been called to curse but had been constrained to bless. As 
Dr. Letheby could not be intimidated into cursing the gas 
companies, Mr. Karslake endeavoured to depreciate the value 
of his blessing, and contended that his evidence should not 
be set up against that of other gentlemen more experienced 
in the system of testing, nor against the opinion of the respon- 
sible members of the Corporation who were conducting the 
Bill. He also denied Dr. Letheby’s right to do more than 
answer the questions put to him. 

The opinion has, we fear, become prevalent that scientific 
men may be procured to give evidence in favour of any cause 
which they are feed to support, and that even their experi- 
ments may be tampered with to produce the results required. 
For that opinion there has, unhappily, been some foundation 
in recent trials in our courts of law. It is of the utmost 
importance to the promotion of science and to the character 
of its professors that such practices, when known, should be 
exposed and held up to public reprobation, and those who, by 
bribery or intimidation, attempt to seduce witnesses to give 
evidence opposed to their knowledge of facts, should no less 
be marks for public indignation. We cannot too strongly 
censure those members of the Corporation of the City of 
London who endeavour to establish the principle that all their 
officers are bound to give evidence in support of the interest 
of their employers, without regard to truth or justice; and 
the manly conduct of Dr. Letheby in resisting such degrading 
terms of office deserves high commendation, and will go far 
towards rescuing the characters of scientific men from the 
imputation of dishonest subserviency. 








Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tue erratic decisions of the select committee on the Metro- 
polis Gas Act and on the City of London Corporation Gas 
Bill will do much to discredit such tribunals in the estimation 
of the public. . No one can read the reports of their proceed- 
ings and notice the fluctuating majorities by which the para- 
graphs of the report on the Metropolis Gas Act were carried 
without a feeling of mistrust approaching to disrespect. The 
first paragraph is incorrect in stating that the committee had 
examined witnesses from many large towns in the kingdom, in- 
cluding Manchester, Edinburgh, Birmingham, Walsall, Brighton, 
Plymouth, &c., in all of which they had found the illuminating 
power greater and the quality of the gas better than in Lon- 
don. No witnesses were called from three of the places 
named—viz., Birmingham, Plymouth, and Brighton, and with 
regard to Edinburgh, the only witness was an agent for the 
sale of cannel coal, who had no special opportunities of testing 
the illuminating power and purity of the gas, which being 
made from a coal that contains a large quantity of sulphur, it 
may be assumed would be Jargely charged with that impurity. 
If the chairman had not expressed the opinion that such evi- 
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| the minimum of illuminating power should be increased and 


dence was irrelevant to the subject of the inquiry, the gas | 
‘companies were prepared to call witnesses to show that a | would be equivalent practically to 153 candles, and would | 


great number of large towns in the provinces are supplied} 
with gas on less favourable conditions than the metropolis. It 
must be observed, also, that in the comparison of illuminating 
power between the gas of London and that in the country 
towns mentioned, the latter is unfairly estimated according to 
the average amount of light given, while the minimum standard 
fixed by the Metropolis Gas Act is assumed to be the actual 
illuminating power, though it is, in fact, greatly exceeded. It 
is thus stated that the illuminating power in those towns varied 
from 14 to 30 candles, though there is no standard of illuminating 
power fixed in any Act higher than 20 candles, and 30-candle gas 
is altogether unknown in England. The second paragraph of the 
report, which affirms that the gas in the metropolis contains an 
excess of sulphur, and that the price has been raised while the 
illuminating power of the gas has been diminished and the 
quality of the article worse, was only carried by the casting 
vote of the chairman. The latter part of the paragraph is un- 
questionably contrary to fact. The report implies that the 
price has been raised by all the metropolitan gas companies, 
but four only of the thirteen companies, who were previously 
charging less than the maximum, raised their price under 
special circumstances, and in conformity with the decision of 
the Court of Queen’s Bench. Of the other companies, seven 
have reduced their prices, and one has given notice of reduction. 
There was no evidence whatever adduced to prove that the 
illuminating power of the gas supplied by ten out of thirteen 
of the companies had been less since the passing of the Metro- 
polis Gas Act, and ample proof might have been afforded that 
it had been increased, and was considerably above the standard, 
had not the companies been led to believe that there was no 
necessity for such evidence, and that they might safely leave 
their case in the hands of the committee. The desire of the 
metropolitan gas companies to render their gas as pure as prac- 
ticable was clearly evinced by their suggestion to refer the 
question to a Board consisting of three eminent chemists ; and, 
though the committee adopted that suggestion in their report, 
no mention is made of the source whence it emanated, and the 
impression is conveyed that the companies are regardless of the 
impurities in the gas they supply. With respect to the alleged | 
injury of pictures, &c., from the excess of sulphur, it appeared | 
from the report of Dr. Faraday and other eminent chemists in| 
1859, that, where a proper system of lighting is introduced, as} 
at South Kensington Museum, no injury is done to pictures, 
though at that time the quantity of sulphur contained in 100, 
cubic feet of gas amounted to 223 grains. The absence of all’ 
evidence to justify the general condemnation of the gas com- 
panies in the second paragraph of the report, combined with the 
assurance of the chairman that it was unnecessary to call 
witnesses to rebut such evidence as had been adduced against 
a few of the companies, renders this paragraph the most re- 
markable of any that was perhaps ever submitted to Parlia- 
ment. So far was the counsel for the companies misled by the 
assurances of the chairman, that he considered it was un- 
necessary even to make the usual speech on the evidence | 
brought against them. The third paragraph, which declares | 
that the dividends of the gas companies have greatly increased | 
since the passing of the Metropolis Gas Act, was also carried | 
by the casting vote of the chairman. It is so far incorrect | 
that it implies, when read in connexion with the two pre-| 
ceding paragraphs, that the increased dividends have been | 
occasioned by lowering the quality of the gas and raising the| 
price. The fact is, that the increased prosperity of the com-| 
panies is attributable to increased consumption, without a| 
corresponding increase in their capitals or expenses; and, as| 
indicating economical and satisfactory management, it deserved | 
the commendation of the committee rather than an implied 
censure. Only two companies have completed their reserve- 
funds, and a majority of them have not any, yet they have 
made large reductions in the price of gas, though not obliged 
to do so until the reserve-fund amounted to one-tenth of their 
capital. By the limitation of the payment of back dividends 
to six years, the Metropolis Gas Act deprived the companies 
of not less than £350,000 to which they would have been 
entitled by the unrestricted operation of the Gas-Works 
Clauses Act. It was somewhat ungracious in the committee, 
when recommending generally, in the fourth paragraph, that 








the maximum price reduced, not to have alluded to the offer 
of the companies to raise the standard to 14 candles and to 
lower the price to 4s. Such a standard of illuminating power 
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involve a greatly increased use of cannel coal, It is uncertain, 
from the vague manner in which the paragraph is worded, 
whether it is intended to apply to cannel gas, the minimum of 
which is now fixed by the Metropolis Gas Act at 20 candles. 
That is, indeed, the highest standard of illuminating power 
named in any gas Act, and the Dewsbury Act of 1861 and 
the Liverpool Act of 1865 are the only two in which it is so 
high. To attain that standard constantly it would be requi- 
site that the average should be one candle and a half higher. 
The gas supplied by the Manchester Corporation in 1865 
yielded an average of 21°28 candles, and that is below 
the average of the cannel gas suppled by the metro- 
politan companies. The duties of the Chemical Board, as 
suggested by the gas companies, were to be limited to the 
determination of the purity of the gas, but in the fifth paragraph 
of the report, which recommends the appointment of such a 
Board, it is proposed that they should also regulate the amount 
of illuminating power. This is an important and objectionable 
alteration, for which there seems to be no valid reason. Dr. 
Letheby, who was called on behalf of the Corporation, was 
decidedly of opinion that the illuminating power should not be 
higher than 14 candles. The paragraph was carried by six 
against five. The ten succeeding paragraphs relate to the 
arrangements to be made for testing the gas. They were 
agreed to without division, and do not present any points 
directed against the gas companies that require comment. The 
16th paragraph, however, makes a direct attack on the pro- 
perty of the gas companies by limiting the power of making 
up former deficient dividends out of surplus profits to three 
years. The Metropolis Gas Act imposed the limit of six years, 
by which, as already stated, they have lost upwards of £350,000. 
An additional responsibility would be thrown on the gas com- 
panies by the 17th paragraph, if its suggestion to deduct 
damages recovered for accidents from the shareholders divi- 
dends were adopted by the Legislature. The resolution was 
carried by six against four. The 18th paragraph, recom- 
mending the continuance of districts and the amalgamation of 
the several companies, was proposed by Mr. Morrison, and was 
opposed only by Alderman Lusk. It is the one paragraph of 
the report favourable to the companies. The recommendation 
of the 19th paragraph, that a more summary process should 
be adopted for recovering penalties against gas companies, 
was not supported by the evidence, and none of the witnesses 
examined on the subject could point out a better method than 
the one provided by the Act, which was shown, by the single 
witness heard on behalf of the companies, to be amply suffi- 
cient if any real grievance existed. The last paragraph simply 
declares that it is advisable the Metropolis Gas Act should be 
amended in accordance with the suggestions of the report. 
In the foregoing notice of the paragraphs of the report as 
agreed to, and in pointing out the objectionable parts, 
we have paid no attention to the many fluctuating divi- 
sions that occurred during the consideration of the re- 
solutions on which the report was founded. To several of 
them we alluded in our last. It is sufficient now to show 
that on many important points, which appear in the report as 
the unanimous recommendations of the committee, there were 
very close divisions ; and resolutions implicating the conduct 
of the gas companies were carried only by small majorities. 
Mr. Burke, one of the counsel for the companies, afterwards 
took occasion, during the discussion on the Corporation Gas 
Bill, to express, as strongly as regard for courtesy would 
permit, his opinion of the unfair manner in which the committee 
had proceeded. ‘‘ We were prepared,” he observed, “ before 
“your report was published, with a large body of evidence ; 
“ but we were induced, by a statement falling from the chair, 
“not to produce that evidence. When the report was pub- 
“lished, forgive me for saying, with the greatest possible 
“* respect, the evidence produced by us was ignored altogether 
“in that report.” Mr. Burke then repeated what occurred at 
the time, quoting the remark of the chairman in reply to the 
offer to bring forward more witnesses, ‘‘ We are satisfied with 
“ your evidence.” 

The proceedings of the same committee on the City of 
London Corporation Gas Bill were no less remarkable than 
their decisions on the inquiry into the operation of the Metro- 
polis Gas Act. Having determined, notwithstanding that 
|aragraph of their report in favour of districting, to proceed 
with the Bill, it was first proposed, as a means of overcoming 
the difficulty, that the Corporation should endeavour to treat 
with the gas companies that supply the City for the sale of 


a 








their works; but the companies refused to sell. Nevertheless 
the committee decided to proceed with the Bill, and the chair- 
man informed the promoters that it would be unnecessary to 
call any witnesses, excepting on certain points respecting the 
site of the proposed works. The evidence of Mr. Haywood, 
Mr. Clift, Mr. Scott, and Mr. G. W. Stevenson, was then 
taken to prove that the site selected for the works was a fitting 
one, and that the estimates for their construction were suf- 
ficient. It might have been assumed, therefore, that as the 
evidence on the only point on which it was required was satis- 
factory, the committee would at all events have waited to hear 
what could be alleged against the proposed competition of the 
Corporation with the gas companies before they decided 
against the Bill; and its promoters must have been greatly 
surprised when the chairman announced that the committee 
had decided that it would not be necessary to hear counsel or 
call witnesses against the Bill, for that the preamble had not 
been proved. There is, at least, a semblance of impartiality 
in this decision ; for, having misled the gas companies by an 
intimation that their interests were safe in the hands of the 
committee, they dealt out equal measure to the Corporation, 
by leading them to believe that their case was sufficiently 
established, though they rejected their Bill. 

The committee having thus disposed of the general inquiry 
into the operation of the Metropolis Gas Act, and of the Bill 
of the Corporation, proceeded with the Bill promoted by the 
Chartered Gas Company, by which they seek for power to 
erect new works in the valley of the Lea, at Hackney Wick ; 
and with the Bill promoted jointly by the Chartered and the City 
of London Gas Company, for amalgamating the two companies 
and to enable them to discontinue the manufacture of gas at 
the Brick Lane, Curtain Road, and Blackfriars stations. As 
an outcry had been raised against the establishment of addi- 
tional gas-works in the vicinity of Victoria Park, the majority 
of the committee adopted the sensible course of inspecting the 


| proposed site on the day previous to commencing the con- 


sideration of the Bill, and the chairman announced that the 
members who had viewed the site unanimously approved of it. 
The existing manufactures in the neighbourhood are, indeed, a 
much greater nuisance than gas-works can be ; and the chair- 
man stated that the land was marshy, and unfit for ordinary 
building purposes. The principal object of the Bill, in addi- 
tion to the transfer of two of the works to Hackney Wick, was 
to add to the present share capital of the company the sum 
of £360,000, being profits of the company expended on the 
works, but the dividends on which were to be limited to 5 per 
cent. The company also require power to borrow £400,000. 
On the second day of the proceedings, the chairman an- 
nounced that the committee had passed the preamble, but 
that they had struck out the clause relative to the £360,000, 
part of the moneys expended on their works by the company 
out of their divisible profits by capitulation. That im- 
portant alteration of the Bill caused the promoters to hesitate 
whether they should proceed with it any further. Mr. Hope 
Scott, their counsel, observed that as the decision had been 
arrived at by a public committee, he feared it might be quoted 
as an authority on future occasions, and reminded the com- 
mittee that they had heard no reply on that portion of the 
case. The chairman then stated that the resolution to strike 
out the clause had been carried by a bare majority; at the 
same time, he observed that it was passed not without due 
consideration nor without hearing the parties fully, and that 
if the decision was to be a precedent he thought it would be 
one that would be quoted with advantage to the public. The 
clauses of the Bill were then proceeded with. The clause was 
struck out which provided that when the company’s charge for 
common gas is less than 4s. per 1000 feet, and for cannel gas less 
than 5s. 6d., the prescribed rates of dividend shall be increased 
£1 per cent. for every 3d. per 1000 feet by which the charge is 
less than those prices; because it was considered an inter- 
ference with the general Acts. A clause proposed by Alder- 
man Lusk, to the effect that the chimneys of the works shall 
be of such height as the engineer of the Metropolitan Board 
of Works shall approve, was added to the Bill. Clauses were 
also added restricting the erection of purifiers to a distance of 
not less than half a mile from Victoria Park, for preventing 
the distillation of tar upon any part of the works, and for pre- 
venting the use of the works in Brick Lane and the Curtain 
Road for the manufacture of gas after the expiration of twelve 
months from the completion of the works at Hackney Wick. 
The Bill for amalgamating the City of London Gas Com- 
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pany with the Chartered Company was quickly disposed of. 

hree witnesses—Mr. J. O. Phillips, Mr. R. J. Millar, and 
Mr. F, J. Evans—were briefly examined, after which strong 
objections were raised by the counsel opposing the Bill on the 
part of the Corporation to the proposed increase of capital, 
but power was granted to raise the amount applied for—viz., 
£300,000—so as to make the united capital of the amalgamated 
company £1,600,000. There was a contention also about the 
removal of the works from Blackfriars. A clause was proposed 
to compel the company to discontinue the manufacture and 
storeage of gas there within five years from the passing of the 
Act; but the committee objected to put a compulsory clause 
in the Bill. The preamble and the clauses of the Bill were 
then agreed to, and the committee ended their labours, after 
having been occupied for seventeen days in considering the 
Bills referred to them. 


Though the two Bills have passed the ordeal of the com- 
mittee, they are threatened with a renewal of the formidable 
opposition they had to encounter, by an attack in the House 
of Commons on the third reading. The Bills of the Imperial 
and of the Equitable Gas Companies were defeated at other 
stages of proceeding this session; the Bill of the London 
Gas Company narrowly escaped a similar fate, and an organized 
canvass of members is going on for the purpose of throwing 
out the Bills of the Chartered and of the City of London Com- 
panies. A deputation from the local authorities has waited on 
the Government, to solicit their assistance in protecting the 
popularity-hallowed precincts of Victoria Park from possible 
contamination by the smell of gas; and, though it is provided 
by the Bill that a distance of half a mile shall intervene between 
the purifiers and the nearest boundary of the park, it is alleged 
that, in certain directions of the wind, the smell of gas might 
possibly mingle with the perfume of the flowers, which we are 
told grow so luxuriantly in the park. Other manufacturing 
processes, more offensive to the olfactory nerves than gas- 
works, are conducted within a shorter distance than the 
proposed works; and the experience of Members of Par- 
liament, who sit daily within a quarter of a mile of the 
principal works of the Chartered Company, in Horseferry 
Road, without being sensible of their vicinity, ought to 
be sufficient to prove that not the least annoyance would 
be perceptible from gas-works situated at twice the dis- 
tance. The frequenters of St. James’s Park, though very 
much nearer those large gas-works, feel none of the inconve- 
nience which it is apprehended might be perceived by the 
more sensitive organs of the inhabitants of Bethnal Green. 
The outcry against the proximity of the works to Victoria 
Park is, indeed, a mere sham to gain popularity at a cheap 
rate. If the objection raised to the construction of gas-works 
in that neighbourhood prove successful, it will be difficult to 
find any place within several miles of the metropolis where 
the manufacture of gas can be carried on, and the inhabitants 
of London may be compelled to resort again to oil and tallow 
for artificial light. 
A precedent has been afforded by a committee of the House 
of Lords, on the Aldrington, Hove, and Brighton Gas Bill, 
that may be attended with serious consequences. Hitherto 
there has been no precedent for the establishment of a com- 
peting gas company where one already existed with parlia- 
mentary powers under the provisions of the Gas-Works 
Clauses Act of 1847; but that precedent has now been made. 
It is important, therefore, to consider the circumstances under 
which the Bill obtained the sanction, of the committee, and to 
point out anything special in the position of the existing com- 
|| panies that may account for the departure from the previous 
course of legislation with respect to competing gas Bills. The 
Act of the Brighton Company was obtained in 1848, 
and the provisions of the Act of 1847 were incorporated 
in it, but they do not seem to have been complied with very 
strictly; and the Hove Company are promoting a Bill this 
session which has for one of its objects the incorporation of 
that general Act. The existing companies have few local 
shareholders ; they have no local direction ; and their meetings, 
to which the press has not hitherto been admitted, are held in 
London. This is always a dangerous position for a gas com- 
pany ; but the fact is, that the shareholders provided the funds 
tor lighting Brighton when not a shilling could be raised there 
for the purpose, and for years they received no dividends. 
They have now expended nearly £200,000 on works that 
produce yearly upwards of 300 millions of cubic feet of gas, 
and both companies have latterly paid respectable, though not 











large, dividends. The amount of profits has, however, been 
sufficient to excite the cupidity of a smal) section of the resi- 
dents, who are stated to have subscribed for 1200 £10 shares 
in the new company, and to have entered into contracts to 
take 26 million feet of gas, at the rate of 3s. 6d. per 1000 
feet. The Hove Company when before the House of Com- 
mons conceded everything that was required from them, 
including the supply of 14-candle gas at 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet, 
and all opposition to their Bill in the House of Lords was 
withdrawn, so that the reasons which induced the promoters 
of the Aldrington Bill to proceed are not very apparent, so far 
as the alleged advantage to be gained by the town is con- 
cerned. The existing companies were, however, exposed to 
attack, and the agitators had on a previous occasion got their 
expenses paid by one of the companies. Both companies 
were strangers, without local friends to support them, and one 
of them had converted a large sum of undivided profits into 
share capital, a proceeding which, though impolitic, was strictly 
legal, as they might have distributed the amount first as divi- 
dends and then paid it back as calls on new shares. The 
weak position of the existing companies was probably the 
inducement to proceed, notwithstanding all that had originally 
been contended for had been yielded by the Hove Company. 
The committee, however, would not be influenced by such con- 
siderations, and we must look in other directions for the 
motives that induced them to pass the Bill. Foremost 
among these must be placed the absence of all reply to the 
case set up by the promoters; the counsel for the existing 
companies having been under the impression that it was un- 
necessary. During a day and a half witness after witness was 
called to prove that the quality of the gas was bad, the price 
high, and the quantity supplied insufficient; that no competi- 
tion existed between the existing companies; and that for 
£89,700 new works with meters and working capital might be 
provided, capable of producing 143 million cubic feet of gas in 
the year, on which a profit of 7°66 per cent. could be realized 
by the sale of 14-candle gas at 3s. Gd. per 1000 feet. As no 
evidence was produced to rebut any of these statements, it was 
most probably inferred that the whole of them were true, and 
the committee could scarcely do otherwise than declare the 
preamble of the Bill to be proved. So far as regards the in- 
terests of the Brighton gas companies little damage will pro- 
bably be done by the decision of the committee, for it seems 
not likely that the new company will find the funds to carry 
their Act into operation, unless indeed the old companies try 
to back out from their promises, and so strengthen the hands 
of their opponents. It is in the precedent thus formed, of 
granting parliamentary powers to a new competing company, 
that the danger lies, and we shall no doubt henceforth often 
hear of the decision of the committee on the Aldrington Gas 
Bill as worthy of imitation. The moral to which this new 
phase of gas legislation points is, that gas companies should 
not rely exclusively on the strict performance cf their statutory 
obligations, but should assure themselves that they are sup- 
plying a good article at as low a price as it could be supplied 
by a new company. When resting on that basis, they need 
not fear threatened competition. 

A petition was presented to the Master of the Rolls on the 
7th inst., praying for the winding up of the London Gas-Meter 
Company, Limited, which carried on its business at Langham 
Works, Great Portland Street, formerly in the occupation of 
Messrs. Bischoff, Brown, and Co. The petitioners are—the 
Chairman of the company, Mr. Scammell, Mr. Collier, and 
Major Gordon, contributories of the company. The hearing 
is appointed for the 23d inst. 

The publication of the report of the meeting of the Imperial 
Continental Gas Association, held on May 28, is unavoidably 
postponed till our next issue. 


Wegister of Pew Patents. 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 

1470.—Batpwin Furrorp Weratuerpon, of 77, Chancery Lane, in the 
co. of Middlesex, civil engineer and patent agent, for ‘ Improvements 
in gas pyrometers, which may also be employed as thermometers.” A 
communication. May 26, 1866. 

1475.—Davip Tuomson, of Old Strect, St. Luke’s, in the co. of Middle- 
sex, and Wittiam Porter, of Manor Park, Lee, in the co. of Kent, 
for “ Improvements in machinery used in raising and forcing water and 
other fluids.” May 26, 1866. 

1488.—Davip Durr, of Litchfield Street, Soho, in the co. of Middlesex, 
gas engineer, for “ Improvements in gas-regulators applicable to burners 
and meters.” May 28; 1866. 
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1616,—Epwarp Taytor Beninovse and Witi1am Joun Dornrne, both 

of Manchester, in the co. of Lancaster, engineers, for “Certain im- 
ements in hydraulic pumps and valves connected therewith, and also 

tn the method of driving or actuating such pumps.” May 31, 1866. 

1522.—Joun Henny Jounson, of 47, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, in the co. 
of Middlesex, ntleman, for “ Improvements in the deodorizing of crude 
rock or mineral oil, and in the preparation of lubricating oil therefrom.” 
_A communication. May 31, 1866. 

1525.—Hznry Epwarp Newroy, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, mechanical draughtsman, for “Improvements in the con- 
struction of water-cocks or hydrants.’ A communicntion. May 31, 1866. 

1539.—AnpREw Berrs Brown, of 13, Cannon Street, in the City of 
London, for “‘ Improvements in engines for pumping water, applicable to 
engines for feeding steam-boilers.” June 2, 1866. 

1641.—Epwarp Primerose Howarp Vavenan, of 54, Chancery Lane, 
in the co. of Middlesex, patent agent, for “ Jimprovements in the con- 
struction of reflectors.” A communication. June 2, 1866. 

1552.—Desiné ALrrep Dumuis, sanitary engineer, Eumrr Jkanx FRancors 
Fiicoreavx, sanitary engineer, Epwarp WiLL1AM Niszett, mechanical 
engineer, and Manvet Lrorotp Jonas_Lavater, manufacturer, all of 
29, Boulevart St. Martin, Paris, for “Improvements in water-closets, 
terinals, lavatories, and other receivers, and also in taps for supplying 
liquids to the same.” June 5, 1866. 

1568.—Joun CarnincTon Sextars, of Birkenhead, in the co. of Chester, 
manufacturing chemist, for “Improvements in treating coal, cannel, 
shale, or their compounds, or the residuum thereof from calcination or 

distillation, and in manufacturing plastic substances, and forms, cements, 

pigments, colouring matter, and manure therewith.’ June 7, 1866. 


; GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 

1320.—James Lez Norton, of Belle Sauvage Yard, Ludgate Hill, in the 
City of London, and Atrrep GixEs, of Manchester, in the co. of Lan- 
caster, for “‘ Improvements in apparatus to be em ad in evaporating 
ages and combustible liquids to obtain light or heat therefrom.’ May 

1329.—Joseru Suexpon, of the city and co. of New Haven, state of 
Connecticut, U.8., lawyer, for “ Jmprovements in water pressure regu- 
_lators.” A communication. May 9, 1866. 

1346.—Jvuxian Bennanp, of 47, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, but at 
rr sent residing at 50, George Square, Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, 

-B., gentleman, for “‘ Improvements in elevating and forcing water and 

other fluids, and in the machinery or apparatus connected therewith.” 
May 10, 1866. 

1851.—Wit1am Austin, of 14, Dorset Place, Wellington Road, Hol- 
loway, > — co. 4 a tp ae for “‘ Improvements in joining 
pipes and t and in the packing to be employed for that a 
May 11, 1866, 4 — 

1368.—Wi11at Dennis, of 106, Cambridge Street, Pimlico, in the co. 
of Middlesex, for “* Improvements in casks and taps for drawing liquids 
therefrom.” May 12, 1866. 

1382,—Watrer Payton, of 70, Sewardstone Road, Victoria Park, in 
the co. of Middlesex, for “ Improvements in the construction of dry gas- 
meters, part of which improvements is also applicable to meters for 
measuring water and other liquids.” May 15, 1866, 

1402,—Joun Bratz, of East Greenwich, in the co. of Kent, engineer, 
for “An improved rotary engine to be used for pumping fluids or gases 
or as a motive power.” May 17, 1866. 

1419.—Henry Witson, of Stockton-upon-Tees, in the co. of Durham, 
for “ Improvements in cocks or taps for the attachment of pipes, with 
soldered or plumber’s joints.” May 19, 1866. 

1451.—Snotto Doveras, of Blairgowrie, in the co. of Perth, N.B., for 
“‘ Improvements in motive-power engines, and in the mode of applying 
water, steam, compressed air, and other liquids and gases for driving the 
same,” May 23, 1866. 

1475.—Davip Tomson, of Old Street, St. Luke’s, in the co. of Middle- 
sex, and Wit11aM Porter, of Manor Park, Lee, in the co. of Kent, 
for ‘‘ Improvements in machinery used in raising and forcing water and 
other fluids.” May 26, 1866, 








NOTICES TO PROCEED. 

200.—Cuartes Grecory Penny, of Greenwich, in the co. of Kent, for 
“ Improvements in the treatment and utilization of certain waste products 
resulting from the combustion of Boghead, cannel, and other coals and 
minerals, and from the treatment of china, clay, and other analogous 
substances,” Jan, 22, 1866. 

274.—Wittiam Wittmer Pocock, of Craven Street, in the city of 
Westminster, architect, for ““Zmprovements in gas-meters.” Jan. 27, 1866. 

462.—Samvurt Mason, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, beer- 
engine manufacturer, for “ Certain improvements in the manufacture of 
tee” and wine taps, applicable for other similar purposes,’ Feb. 

. ‘ 

498.—Epwarp “ ey eee! Wextcu, of Harrow, in the co. of Middle- 
sex, engineer, for ** Im apparatus for carburetting air and gas,’ 
Feb. 16, 1866. Mehdige A F . 

568.—Jacos GooprELtow, of Blackburn, in the co. of Lancaster, engineer, 
for “Improvements in pump-buckets for lifting water, air, or other 
Suids.” Feb, 23, 1866. 

1233.—Gutttaume Cuartes Dents, director of the gas-works of Arras 
(Pas-de-Calais), in the empire of France, for “An improved apparatus 
Mas ad the lighting gas resulting from the distilling of coal.” 

’ . 


Parliamentary intelligence. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Th Monpay, May 28. 

Ord © Lord Chancellor acquainted the House, that the further Standing 

oie Us ane Gaon dl ~ ype g Water, and the WALKER AND WALLS- 
AS Bills, have not been complied with. The Bills were there- 

fore referred to the Standing Order Committee. 
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The LiverPoot Corporation WATER, and the BannsLey Locat Boarp 
or HeAutu Bills, were read a second time, and committed. 

The Brynmawr Gas Bill was brought from the Commons, read a first 
time, and referred to the Examiners. 

The Rypr Gas Bill was returned from the Commons, agreed to. 

The ConcteTron GAs AND ImprovEeMENT Bill was returned from the 
Commons, with the amendments agreed to. 

The Liverroot WATER; the SHEFFIELD WATER ; and the SHEFFIELD 
Unirep Gas Bills, were referred to a Select Committee, consisting of Earl 
Cathcart (chairman), Earl Denbigh, Earl Leven and Melville, Earl Spencer, 
and Lord Granard, who will meet on Thursday, May 31, at eleven o'clock. 

Petitions were deposited against the WEARDALE AND SHILDON Disrrrict 
Water Bill, from the Dean and Chapter of Durham; from the Corporation 
of Durham and Framwellgate ; from Bishop Auckland Local Board of 
Health ; from the Durham Water Company; from E. §. Isaac; from J. 
Henderson and others; and from persons signing. 


TuEspay, May 29. 

The Essw Var, BeaAurort, &c., Warer, and the Netson Locat 
Boarp Bills, were read the third time, with the amendments, and passed, 
and sent to the Commons, 

The CamBriIpGE UnIverRsITY AND Town Water Bill was returned from 
the Commons, with the amendments agreed to, with an amendment; the 
said amendment was considered and agreed to, with an amendment. 

The Sourn SrarroRDsHIRE WATER Bill was returned from the Com- 
mons, with the amendments agreed to, with amendments; the said amend- 
ments were considered, and agreed to. 

The Betrast Gas Bill was returned from the Commons, agreed to, with 
amendments; the said amendments were considered, and agreed to. 

The Stoven Gas Bill was reported, without amendment. 

The Cotcugster Gas Bill was reported, with amendments. 


Tuurspay, May 31. 
The Lonpon Gas Bill was returned from the Commons, agreed to. 
The CieeTHorpEs Gas Bill was reported, with amendments. 
The Barnstey Locat Boarp or Heatra Bill was reported, with an 
amendment. 
The BriraincHAM WarER Bill was read the third time, with the amend- 
ments, and passed, and sent to the Commons. 


Fripay, June 1, 

The Standing Order Committee reported that the Standing Orders not 
complied with in respect of the RocupaLe Water, and the WALKER AND 
WaALLsenp Unton Gas Bills, ought to be dispensed with, and the Bills 
allowed to proceed. 

The GRANGE AND CartMeL Districr Gas AND WATER Bill was re- 
turned from the Commons, agreed to, with an amendment; the said amend- 
ment was considered, and agreed to. 

The East BARNET GAs AND WATER Bill was returned from the Commons, 
agreed to, with amendments. 

The WANDSWORTH AND PuTNEy Gas Bill, was read the second time, 
and committed. 

The Stoven Gas Bill was read the third time, and passed. 

The Co_cuEster Gas Bill was read the third time, with the amend- 
ments, and passed, and sent to the Commons. 


Monpay, June 4. 

East Barnet Gas AND WATER Bill.—The Commons amendments were 
considered, and agreed to. 

The Neatu New Gas Bill was brought from the Commons, read a first 
time, and referred to the Examiners. 

The BArNsLEY Locat Boarp or HeEatrn Bill was read the third time, 
with the amendment, and passed, and sent to the Commons. 

The Ci“EeTHoRPEs Gas Bill was read the third time, with the amend- 
ments, and passed, and sent to the Commons. 

The Bricguton AND Hove Genera Gas; the ALpDRINGTON, Hove, AND 
Bricuton Gas; the Wicron Water; and the WANpsworTH AND Purt- 
ney Gas Bills, were referred to a Select Committee, consisting of Lord 
Camoys (chairman), the Marquis of Lansdowne, the Marquis of Bristol, 
Viscount Powerscourt, and Lord Vaux of Harrowden, who will meet on 
June 7, at eleven o'clock. 





TuEsDAY, JuNE 5. 

The Chairman of Committees informed the House that the opposition to 
the BrigutTon AND Hove GENERAL Gas Bill was withdrawn. The orders 
made on May 7 and June 4 were discharged, and the Bill committed. 

The SourHGaTE AND Cotyey Hatcu Gas Bill was returned from the 
Commons, agreed to. 

The Ersw Vate, Beaurort, &c., WATER, and the Netson Loca 
Boarp Bills, were returned from the Commons, with the amendments 
agreed to. 

The Lrverroot Corporation WATER Bill was reported from the Select 
Committee, with amendments. 

The Canterbury GAs AnD Water; the Brynmawr Gas; the Rocn- 
DALE WATER; and the WALKER AND WALLSEND Unton Gas Bills, were | | 
read a second time, and committed. 

The Srockton Gas Bill was read the third time, with the amendments, 
and passed, and sent to the Commons, 

The Lord Talbot de Malahide was added to the Select Committee on the 
AtprincTon Hove AND Bricuron Gas Bill, in the place of the Marquis 
of Lansdowne. 





Tuurspay, June 7. 

The Canrerrury Gas AND Warer Bill was reported, without ameng- 
ment. 

The WALKER AND WALLSEND Unton Gas Bill was reported, with 
amendments. 

The BrraincHamM WATER Bill was returned from the Commons, with 
the amendments agreed to. 

The CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY AND Town WATER Bill was returned from 
the Commons, with the amendment made by the Lords to the amendment 
made by the Commons to the Lords amendment, agreed to.s 


Fripay, June 8 
The Corcuersrer Gas Bill was returned from the Commons, with the 
amendments agreed to. ; : 
The Liverroot Corroration WATER Bill was read the third) time, 
with the amendments, and passed, and sent to the Commons. 











een 


a eT OP 





























456 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 


[June 12, 1866. 





The ALprineton, Hove, AND BricuTon Gas Bill was reported from 
the Select Committee, with amendments. 

The RocuDALE WATER Bill was referred to a Select Committee, consist- 
ing of Lord Monteagle (chairman), Earl Manvers, Earl Beauchamp, Lord 
Bolton, and Lord Clermont, who will meet on June 11, at eleven o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpay, May 28. 

CaMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY AND Town WATER Bill.—The Lords amend- 
ments were agreed to, with an amendment. 

SourH StarrorpsHIRE Water Bill.—The Lords amendments were 

d to, with amendments. 

The Betrast Gas Bill was read the third time, and passed. 

The East Barner GAs AND WaTER; the GRANGE AND CARTMEL Di1s- 
trict GAs AND WareR; and the NEATH New Gas Bills, as amended, were 
considered. To be read the third time. 

The Untrep GENERAL Gas Company Bill was read a second time, and 
committed. . 





Turspay, May 29. 
The SourHGaTe AND Cotney Harcu Gas Bill was reported, without 
amendment. To be read the third time. 
LONDON GAS BILL. 

On the order of the day for the third reading of this bill, 

Mr. Ayrton said the House would remember that in consequence of the 
dissatisfaction which was felt throughout the metropolis at the conduct of 
the gas companies, the City of London was at last driven to the necessity 
of proposing to construct gas-works, at the cost of the corporation of 
London, to supply the citizens with gas. That was felt by many persons 
to be a very inconvenient remedy for the evils complained of, and that it 
would be much better to inquire into the operation of the regulating Act, 
and to ascertain whether some alteration could not be made in it whereby 
a remedy could be applied. A committee was accordingly appointed which 
carried on an investigation, and heard counsel for the City of London and 
for all the gas companies, and on the 15th of this month it madea very 
important report: that report was accompanied by a large body of evidence, 
but at present the House had only the report without the evidence. He 
had made inquiries as to the cause of the delay, and he found that in the 
ordinary course of business the evidence could not be printed and in the 
hands of members before the end of this month. He ought to add, that 
when that committee was appointed it was arranged that all the gas bills 
that were then before the House should be sent before it for examination, 
the object of the reference being that all the bills should be subordinate to 
the general instructions given to the committee to inquire into the regu- 
lating Act. In pursuance of that arrangement the London Gas Bill was 
referred to that committee; but when it came before the committee there 
was no technical opposition to the bill; and le understood that the com- 
mittee felt it to be their duty at once to pass the bill precisely in the same 
way as if it had gone as an unopposed bill before them for that purpose. 
But the committee having so disposed of the bill, and having gone through 
the form of reporting it to the House as an unopposed bill, the House had 
an important duty to perform, namely, to consider what was to be done 
with regard to this bill, with a due regard to the previous step they had 
taken in appointing a committee to investigate the conduct of the gas com- 
panies. Having got the result of the labours of that committee, it was 
clear that until they could read the evidence they could take no action. 
Until they had the means of forming an opinion, it was quite clear that they 
were not in a position to deal with any of these bills finally so as to allow 
them to pass into law. Let him call the attention of the House to the very 
important character of the report in question, the true effect of which they 
could not understand till they had the evidence before them. The com- 
mittee had come to this general resolution: “ That they are of opinion that 
the minimum illaminating power of the gas should be increased, and the 
maximum price reduced.” But they had given them no details in the 
report, and therefore it was requisite to look to the evidence in order to 
ascertain what was the meaning of this general recommendation. He also 
found that the committee recommended that every gas company should, 
at its own cost, establish a testing-place for the purpose of carrying 
out the recommendation he had just read, and ascertaining that the 
gas was of the proper illuminating power and purity. They further 
recommended that if any complaint were made of the company as to 
the testing, that there should be an appeal to an analyst, whose deci- 
sion should be final; and they went on to say that the power which the 
companies possessed, under the General Act, of paying up back dividends 
to the amount of 10 per cent., acted injuriously on the public, and they re- 
commended that such power should be limited to three years; and they 
further called attention to a provision of the Act, that if the company, by 
any fault of their own, were called upon for damages, instead of paying 
them out of the dividend, they were enabled to impose them on the inha- 
bitants; and they stated these facts, and left the House to form its own 
judgment of what was to be done. They then made a further recommenda- 
tion, that it was expedient to maintain the existing monopoly, either in the 
way of amalgamation of the several existing companies, or by means of the 
disposal of the interest of the several bodies in the metropolis to some body 
who would represent them—to bodies in the metropolis on such terms as 
might be agreed upon. Well, with such recommendations as these, it 
seemed to him quite impossible that this House could pass a new bill for 
the extension of any one of these companies. Before they could pass such 
a bill they must take this report into consideration; they must have the 
means of forming a judgment on the report, by comparing it with the 
evidence; and they must arrive at some general conclusion as to the 
course that ought to be pursued with regard to these gas companies. The 
magnitude of this question must not be underrated. He believed that the 
Sapital of all the companies that supplied the metropolis with gas was not 
less than £6,000,000, and upon that they had practically a guaranteed 
interest of 10 per cent., except so much of it as might be upon loan, which 
no doubt the shareholders considered a very advantageous position. But 
before Parliament allowed them to increase that capital which ultimately 
came as a charge upon the inhabitants of London, they must consider what 
new conditions were to be imposed: upon the companies. The present 
application, it might be said, was simply one for the increase of capital; 
but if they once passed this bill without any further conditions, they must 
in the same way admit every application that was made by every gas com- 
pany in the metropolis for an increase of its capital; and the applications 
that were before Parliament in the present session involved an increase 
of capital to the amount of no less than 2 millions—that is to say, 
one-third of the present capital of the whole of the gas companies 
of the metropolis. The question Parliament had to consider was, upon 
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what terms they would allow the gas companies these extensive powers. 
It seemed to him that if Parliament were to grant these powers with- 
out imposing any conditions, after the report to which he had referred, 
they would be | pogpner disregarding the report of their own com- 
mittee, and would be saying that the companies were to be allowed to 
go on without any reference to the conditions which Parliament desired to 
impose for the benefit of the inhabitants of the metropolis. He submitted 
that before they sanctioned any bill of this kind the House ought to arrive 
at some general resolution with regard to the report of the committee, 
which would prevent any misconception on the part of the shareholders of 
the gas companies and on the part of those who were to be invited to sub- 
scribe this new capital as that they seemed to be now labouring under— 
that they would obtain these powers without conditions. In the case of 
railway companies, when they had applied for new powers, Parliament bad 
introduced clauses declaring that they should be submitted-to such fur- 
ther limitations as might be to the advantage of the community; but he 
saw no such clause in this bill. (“Yes.”) The honourable member 
pointed to a clause, but it only referred to the illuminating power and the 

rice of gas; it did not refer to the other matters contained in the report. 

here ought to be a general clause that the bill should be taken subject to 
legislations carrying out the recommendations of the report. Then there 
would be no objection to proceed with this bill; but if it were to be passed 
without any such clause, the result would be that this company would get 
power to extend its capital, and when Parliament desired hereafter to give 
effect to the recommendations of the report they would be told that they 
passed this bill in the face of the report and without regard to its recom- 
mendations. But there was a great practical grievance in this bill, for it 
proposed to give power to the company to raise capital at 74 percent. It 
might be said that 7} per cent. was a moderate rate of interest at the pre- 
sent moment, and that no one would hesitate to give that rate of interest. 
But they were not legislating for the present moment; and what would be 
the effect of giving this company the power to raise an enormous amount 
of additional capital at 7} per cent? Why, it was quite clear that if Par- 
liament conceded this power they would be practically giving an enormous 
bonus to the existing shareholders. And by whom was it to be paid? 
Why, under the existing arrangements, the inhabitants of the metropolis 
were to have the benefit of the surplus profits, and therefore, if this capital 
was to be raised at the enormous rate he had mentioned, it would go asa 
bonus into the pockets of the shareholders at the charge of the inhabitants; 
and it seemed to him that before they sanctioned that they should consider 
the question not in reference to this small sum of £300,000, but in reference 
to the larger sum of £2,000,000. He hoped, therefore, that the House 
would agree to the amendment with which he would conclude—that the 
debate be adjourned for a fortnight. 

Mr. Kinnarrp said the company occupied premises belonging to the 
Duchy of Cornwall, the lease of which was expected to be renewed, but 
the premises being required for the improvement of that part of London, 
the managers of the property on the part of the Duchy gave notice that the 
premises would be required. That had entailed certain expenses on to the 
company, and they came to Parliament last session with a bill to raise 
more money, but the Standing Orders not having been complied with, the 
bill was postponed till this session. The bill had been thoroughly examined 
by a committee of the House of Lords, and it came down to this House an 
unopposed bill, and as an unopposed bill it was referred to the committee 
upstairs. This bill did not give a single additional power to this company. 
It was simply a finance bill to enable the company to raise money which 
was absolutely necessary. The committee — to postpone the bill 
for a fortnight, but the company would suffer severe loss by that delay. 
He could assure the House that the passing of this bill was buta dame 
act of justice; and in the committee of the House of Lords there was a 
provision submitted that the company should be subject to any legislation 
concerning gas companies which might hereafter be made. Private legis- 
lation would suffer great detriment if a simple measure like this, which 
was absolutely necessary and which had been passed by the committee, 
should be postponed on the third reading in the way now suggested. 

Sir Joun Trovore said this bill of the London Gas Company was re- 
ferred to the committee of which he was the chairman, and it came to 
them in a way which he thought was unusual. It was an unopposed pri- 
vate bill, and as it was the pleasure of the House that the committee of 
which he was the chairman should take charge of it, they did their best with 
the bill. He might tell the honourable member that they passed a resolu- 
tion in that committee that they would not pass any bill containing clauses 
which were contrary to the tenor of the report that they made to the 
House; and with all the skill and ingenuity of the honourable member, be 
could not find any clause in the bill that was so. ‘The honourable member 
first of all stated that he was not in a condition to consider the report, be- 
cause he had not got the printed evidence in his hand, but he took the 
condensation of that evidence—namely, the report—and went through it 
paragraph by paragraph. He (Sir J. Trollope) must maintain that this 
bill was entirely in accordance with the report, because the very language 
of their recommendations for the future legislation of that House with re- 
gard to the supply of gas to this metropolis was founded on this material 
principle—namely, that the illuminating power should be greater than it 
now was, and that the cost should be less. He apprehended that this was 
a principle in which the honourable member would entirely agree; but he 
found in the clauses of this bill that they recognized this principle, and 
that they deferred to the legislation that might be passed in this House 
with regard to the supply of gas by other companies, and illuminating 
power and maximum charge. He apprehended therefore that there could 
be no reason why this bill should not be allowed to pass, for it was nothing 
more than a bill giving power to increase capital in accordance with an 
Act already passed. Then it should be remembered that the bill had 
undergone careful examination in another place, and an opposition was 
made to it then, and it came down to this House and passed through the 
committee of this House without opposition. With regard to the report of 
the committee, it was not necessary that he should enter into a defence of 
it or of the principles it laid down, but he would say that it by no means 
authorized an expenditure of 2 millions of money. He thought that future 
legislation on this subject, if in accordance with the recommendations of 
the report, would be conducive to the welfare of the inhabitants uf the 
metropolis. 

Alderman Lusk said the supply of gas to this metropolis was one of the 
most monstrous monopolies of modern times. He did not think there was 
any monopoly that could be compared with the gas monopoly. He thought 
that no new gas company should be allowed to take 10 per cent., and that 
this company should not be allowed to borrow at 74 per cent. It was only 
a bonus to embark in this particular company; and it was not fair, when & 
monopoly was granted to a particular company, by allowing them to take 
10 per cent. before the public were benefited, that they should be allowed 
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to raise money at 74 percent. That was practically a bonus to the company. 
He thought the time had come when Parliament should establish some new 
rules and regulations in reference to these companies. This was a 
time to begin, and he, for one, thought this bill should not be allowed to 
till such new regulations were adopted. He therefore hoped that the 
ouse would consent to the postponement of the bill for a fortnight. 
Mr. Dopson said the House had justly shown a disposition to be very 
watchful over the conduct of gas companies, and to be very vigilant in 
ting to them increased powers, but in so doing he thought the House 
should take care that it did not refuse to grant them what was legitimately 
within their powers. This bill was brought forward in a somewhat unusual 
manner. Although an unopposed bill, it was sent upstairs to a hybrid 
committee with a group of opposed bills. It was not opposed there; it was 
gone through by that committee, and it now came back to the House with- 
out any fault being found with it. The honourable gentlemen who had 
{| just spoken said the bill did not suit him because it did not decrease the 
supply of gas. Well, that was a reason for opposing the bill before the 
committee; but that was not done, and now the honourable member raised 
an opposition to the bill on the third reading which ought to have been 
raised at a previous stage of the bill, if raised at all. The fact was, this bill 
was a bill not to increase the powers of the company, but to increase the 
capital. The company had certain powers, and the bill under which it was 
established imposed upon them the obligation to supply gas to a district the 
population of which was increasing, and they were seeking to raise capital 
to enable them to discharge those duties which Parliament had imposed 
upon them; therefore he thought it would be a hard measure to refuse this 
billa third reading. If any general legislation with regard to gas compa- 
nies ensued from the report of the committee that had been sitting upstairs, 
this company, like other companies, would become subject to that legisla- 
tion, and therefore Parliament would not lose its hold of this company by 
agreeing to the third reading of this bill. 
Mr. Ayrton then withdrew his amendment, and the bill was read a third 
time, and passed. 
The Lonpon (Crry) Corporation Gas Bill was reported. Preamble 
not proved. 
Petitions were deposited against the erection of gas-works in the neigh- 
bourhood of Victoria Park, from inhabitants of the eastern and other dis- 
tricts of London; and from warehousemen in wholesale trades, London. 


Wepnespay, May 30. 
The Greenock anp SHAws Water, and the GREENocK WATER Bills, 
as amended, were considered. To be read the third time. : 
Petitions were deposited against the erection of gas-works in the neigh- 
bourhood of Victoria Park, from the Vestry of St. Mary, Stratford, Bow; 
and from the Vestry of Mile End Old Town. 


Tuurspay, May 31. 
The East Barnet GAs AND Water Bill was read the third time, and 
passed, with amendments. 
The GRANGE AND CartMEt District GAs AND WATER Bill was read 
the third time, and passed, with an amendment. 


Fripay, June 1. 
The Neatu New Gas Bill was read the third time, and passed. 
Petitions were deposited against the erection of GAs-Worksin the neigh- 
bourhood of Victoria Park, from Bethnal Green, and from Stepney, &c. 


METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Mr. J. T. Micuer asked the Secretary of State for the Home Department 
whether it was his intention to bring in a bill, during the present or the 
next session, founded upon the report of the Select Committee on the 
London Corporation Gas, &c., Bills. 
Sir G. Grey read the report of the committee some days ago without the 
evidence, which had only been issued that day. Thereport contained some 
important suggestions, and recommended that the Metropolis Gas Act 
should be amended; but, as he had been unable to read the evidence, it 
would be premature in him to say more than that, if he saw that it would 
be right to give effect to the recommendations of the committee, he would 
propose an amendment of the law. It would be impossiple, however, with- 
out more careful consideration, to give a positive — The Metropolitan 
Board of Works had appointed a committee of their own body to consider 
the report of the select committee; and, under these circumstances, it would 
probably be impracticable to pass a bill this session. 





Monpay, June 4. 

The Essw Vase, Beaurort, &c., WATER, and the Netson LocaL 
Boarp Bills, were agreed to, as amended by the Lords. 
The SourHGaTE AND Cotnry Hartcu Gas Bill was read the third time, 
and passed, 
The BripGe or ALLAN WATER Bill, as amended, was considered. To be 
read the third time. 
The New Rrver Company Bill was read a second time, and committed. 
On the motion of Mr. Paull, instruction was given to the Select Com- 
mittee on the GASLIGHT AND Coke Company Bill, and the GASLIGHT AND 
Coke AND City or Lonpon GASLIGHT AND Coke Companies Bill, that 
they have power to consolidate the said Bills into one Bill. 

Petitions were deposited against the erection of Gas-Works in the neigh- 
bourhood of Victoria}Park, from the Vestry of St. George’s-in-the-East, and 
from St. Matthew, Bethnal Green. 


TurEspAy, JUNE 5. 

The BrrmtxcHam WATER Bill was agreed to, as amended by the Lords. 

IMPERIAL Gas Butt (No. 3).—Ordered, that in the case of the petition 
for the Imperial Gas (No. 3) Bill, Standing Orders 73 and 224 be suspended, 
and that the Examiners have leave to sit and proceed. 

The ALpERsHoT Gas AND WATER; the GASLIGHT AND Coke Company; 
the Gasticut AND CokE AND City or LonpoN GAsLIGHT AND COKE 
Companies Bills, were reported. 

The Loneton Gas Bill was reported, with amendments. 

Petitions were deposited against the erection of Gas-Works in the neigh- 
bourhood of Victoria Park, from the Vestry of Mile-End Old Town, and 
from visitors and frequenters of Victoria Park. 





WEDNEsDAY, JUNE 6. 
ImpeRIAL Gas Company (No. 3).—Report from the Select Committee 
on Standing Orders read, and leave given to present petition for a Bill. 
A petition was presented, and the ImpertaL Gas Company (No. 3) Bill 
was ordered to be brought in. 
Petitions were deposited —y the erection of Gas-Works in the neigh- 
bourhood of Victoria Park, from Rev. S. Hansard and others; from inhabi- 








tants of the east of London; from Bethnal Green: from W. T. Phillips and 
others; and from inhabitants and frequenters of Victoria Park. 





THURSDAY, JUNE 7. 

The CotcuesTEr Gas Bill was agreed to, as amended by the Lords. 

The BripGe or ALLAN Water Bill was read the third time, and passed. 

The GLascow CorroraTion WATER Bill, as amended, was considered; 
an amendment made; Bill to be read the third time. 

The ImpertaL Gas Company (No. 8) Bill was read the first time, and 
ordered to be read the second time. : 

Petitions were deposited against the erection of Gas-Works in the neigh- 
bourhood of Victoria Park, from inhabitants of East London; from St. 
Matthew, Bethnal Green; from South Hackney; from George Dornbusch 
and others; from Christ Church, Spitalfields; from the neighbourhood of 
Victoria Park; from inhabitants and frequenters of Victoria Park; from the 
east and north of London; from the east and north-east of London; and 
from J. Swain and others. 





Frinay, June 8. 

The Barnstey Locat Boarp or Hearn Bill was agreed to, as 
amended by the Lords, with amendments. 

The CLEETHORPEs (As Bill was agreed to, as amended by the Lords. 

The GREENOCK AND SHAws WaTER, and the GrEeENocK WaTER Bills, 
were read the third time, and passed. 

Petitions were deposited against the erection of GAs-Works in the vicinity 
of Victoria Park, from North Bow; from J. Millar; from Bethnal Green; 
from several frequenters of Victoria Park ; from members of Finsbury 
Young Men's Christian Association; and from members of Poplar True 
Temperance Society ;—and against the GASLIGHT AND CoKE Company Bill, 
from inhabitants of St. Matthew, Bethnal Green. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
LONDON (CITY) CORPORATION GAS BILL. 
Tuurspay, May 17.—Twetrtn Day. 

Mr. Karstakg, Q.C., Mr. WexsTer, Q.C., Mr. Hocerns, and Mr. Sar- 
GooD, appeared for the promoters; Mr. Hore Scort, Q.C., Mr. DEentson, 
Q.C., Mr. Beck, Mr. Russet, Mr. Davison, and Mr. RicHarps, for the 
thirteen metropolitan gas companies; Mr. Burke, Q.C., and Mr, RicHarps 
also appeared for certain owners, lessees, and occupiers who had petitioned 
against the bill. Petitions had also been presented, and were now appeared 
upon by parliamentary agents, from the Commissioners of Sewers for 

avering, &c., the Trustees of the Commercial Road, the London and St. 
Katharine’s Dock Company, the East London Water-Works Company, the 
Metropolitan Board of Works, and the New River Company. Petitions upon 
which no appearance was entered were also presented from the Whitechapel 
District Board of Works, the Trustees and Ves' en of St. Mary, White- 
chapel, the Commissioners of Sewers for Levels of Havering, &c., the River 
Lea Trustees, the Victoria Docks Gas Company, the Regent’s Canal Com- 
pany, the London and North-Western Railway Company, and also from cer- 
tain manufacturers of gas-meters. 

Mr. KarstLake said he had now to appear on behalf of the corporation of 
the City of London, who were the promoters of the bill now before the com- 
mittee. The object of that bill was, shortly, this—to enable the corporation 
of London to purchase and hold land at West Ham, in the county of Essex 
about six miles from the City, as defined by the Metropolis Local Act, an 
on the banks of the Thames, and to enable them to erect gas-works there, 
and to supply the City of London with gas of a certain price and purity, and 
under the other circumstances stated in the bill. It was not necessary for 
him again to refer to the history of the gas companies at present supplying 
the City, he would simply state that there were three companies there—the 
Gaslight and Coke Company, established in 1812; the City Gas Company, in- 
corporated in 1817; and the Great Central Gas Company, established in 1851. 
In 1860, when the principle of districting was recognized in the —— Gas 
Act, no alteration was made in the state of things existing in the City; the 
Gaslight Company continued to supply the northern part, the City Company 
the southern part, and the Great Central supplied gas throughout all parts 
of the City, so that down to the present time cove had been to a certain extent 
a competition which, so far as other parts of the metropolis were concerned, 
had been done away with. He would now call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the preamble, and he thought he might say after the investigation 
which had taken place, that a great portion of that preamble might be con- 
sidered to be absolutely proved. The preamble stated that the demand for 
gas in the City of London and the Liberties thereof is very large, and has 
progressively increased and is still increasing; and it is of great importance 
with reference both to the public lighting and to the interests of individu 
consumers, that gas should be supplied in the City as abundantly, and of as 
good quality, and at as low a price as circumstances for the time being 
admit; but the existing arrangements, and the legislative provisions in 
force with respect thereto, have failed to accomplish those objects; and 
whereas an improvement in the quality, an increase of the supply, and a 
reduction in ~_ would tend to increase greatly the consumption of gas in 
the City; and whereas a considerable portion of the gas neo in the 
City is now manufactured at gas-works situate in the City; and whereas the 
extension of gas-works in the City, or in populous districts, is inexpedient 
on public and sanitary grounds, and any —_ enlargement of the existing 
gas-works in the City as would be necessary for ae the prospective 
and improved supply required for the City would be detrimental to the 
interests of owners and occupiers of property near those gas-works, and 
injurious to the inhabitants and proprietors in the City ape and it is 
of great importance that the public authorities in the City should have the 
entire control of the arrangements for the public lighting, and should be 
solely responsible for the efficiency thereof; and whereas municipal corpo- 
rations and other local authorities have been frequently empowered by Par- 
liament to supply gas in the places subject to their jurisdiction, and the 
mayor, aldermen, and commons of the City are desirous of being authorized 
to supply gas for public and private consumption in the City, and it would 
be of great local and public advantage if powers were conferred on them for 
that purpose; and whereas a suitable site for the erection of gas-works out- 
side the populous districts in the metropolitan area exists in the parish of 
West Ham, in the county of Essex, on lands adjacent to the Thames; it is 
expedient that the corporation be empowered to purchase, by agreement or 
otherwise, those lands for the erection of gas-works, and to erect gas-works 
thereon accordingly, and to lay gas-mains therefrom into and throughout the 
City, for the conveyance of gas into and throughout the City for distribution. 
These were the statements in the preamble, and as to the state of things 
existing in the City, with reference to the price and purity of the gas sup- 

lied, he need say very little in opening the case at the present time. 
Gencelty speaking, the proposal in the bill was to acquire a site for the 
purpose of erecting gas-works, and to that site he would first call attention. 












































The site as described in the preamble was at West Ham, in the county of 
Essex. It was distant about six miles from the City, and was upon the 
banks of the Thames, in the immediate vicinity of the Great Eastern Rail- 
way. It was therefore a peculiarly favourable site for obtaining a supply of 
coals, and also for the purpose of disposing of the residual products and of the 
lime and other matters in the purification of gas. The site had been 
most carefully selected, and was, he believed, as perfect as any that could 
be found for the purpose. Of course, as to the desirability of erecting gas- 
works beyond the City of London it was not pecouary to say a word; it 
was so fully recognized, even in the petitions before the committee, that 
really nothing need be said on the subject. The plan before the committee 
indicated by the black spots upon it the sites of the existing metropolitan 
works, and it would be seen that they were situated in very erwoe 
Tistriota One great object on the part of the promoters of this bill had 
been to avoid as far as peente getting into a populous neighbourhood, be- 
cause it was conceived that there were evils created in those localities by 
the existence of gas-works. The quantity of land which it was proposed to 
acquire for the purposes of this bill was stated in the 5th section: ‘‘ The 
corporation may from time to time for the purposes of this Act, at the ex- 
pense and in the name aforesaid, in addition to such lands as they are 
authorized to take by compulsion, purchase by agreement such lands as 
they think proper, and may hold the same so as the lands held by virtue of 
this enactment do not at any one time exceed twenty acres.” With refer- 
ence to capital, the 40th clause proposed that ‘‘ the corporation, for the pur- 
pose of defraying any expenses incurred by them in the execution of this 
Act, may from time to time borrow at interest on the credit of the lands, 
gas-rents, and rates, and payments held by or accruing to the mayor, and 
commonalty, and citizens under this Act, and of the estates and revenues of 
the mayor, and commonalty, and citizens (in addition to any money for the 
time being authorized to be borrowed by them independently of this Act), 
such sums of money as the corporation think requisite, but the total amount 
borrowed under this Act and remaining unpaid shall not at any one time 
exceed the sum of £500,000.” That was the whole capital asked for for 
the purpose of erecting works for the supply of the City. By the 39th 
clause it was provided that the moneys received under the powers of the 
Act should be disposed of, first, in payment of the costs of the Act; secondly, 
in payment of the expenses of managing and maintaining the gas-works 
of the corporation and carrying the several powers and provisions of the 
Act into execution ; thirdly, in payment of the interest on all the moneys 
from time to time borrowed by the corporation under the powers of this Act, 
or advanced by the corporation for the purposes thereof; fourthly, in setting 
apart from time to time from and after the lst of January, 1870, by way of 
sinking-fund, such sums as with the interest to accrue thereon will in the 
period of 40 years from that day be sufficient to pay off the moneys from 
time to time borrowed by the corporation for the purposes of this Act; and 
fifthly, in improving and extending the gas-works and mains, and other- 
wise for the yaw benefit of the inhabitants of the City, for the widening of 
the streets of the City and the improvement thereof, as the corporation from 
time to time thinks proper. He would now refer to that which was a 
material thing—the illuminating power of the gas. By the 16th clause it 
was provided that the illuminating power should be not less than 18 sperm 
candles. By the 17th the particular kind of burner to be employed in 
testing the gas was described, and by the 18th provision was made for the 
deposit of a model burner. By the 19th and 20th clauses provision was 
made for securing the purity of the gas supplied, and the 21st provided that 
the corporation should erect a proper testing-place with all necessary appa- 
ratus for ascertaining the illuminating power, purity, and pressure of the 
gas, ‘These were the main provisions of the bill, and although there were 
many petitions presented against it he believed there were only three to 
which he need call attention, Several of them were small petitions upon 
which there were no appearance, or were, if appeared upon, only for the 
purpose of obtaining clauses, about which there would be no difficulty, The 
first petition he would refer to was that of the London and St. Katherine's 
Dock Company. He believed they only wanted a clause for their protec- 
tion, for they were with other companies the owners of the Victoria Docks, 
in the parish of West Ham, in the immediate neighbourhood of the site 
of the proposed Corporation Gas-Works. They stated in their petitition 
that the land which the corporation would be empowered to take compul- 
sorily if this bill passed was required by them for the purpose of their 
undertaking ; that the easements which the corporation would exercise over, 
or in regard of their ag erty, would cause them great damage, injury, and 
inconvenience ; that the laying down and maintaining of gas muins or pipes 
over or across their property would occasion them great damage, and might 
have the effect of preventing the intended extension of, or additions to their 
docks, and they asked that if the corporation were authorized to carry their 
mains through the petitioners property, they should be required to do so in 
proper culverts, &c. He believed there would be no difficulty in arranging 
with the dock company, and he should not have referred to their petition at 
all if it had not been that there was a certain other petition, to which he 
must now call attention, which dealt to a certain extent with private inte- 
rests, but also dealt with the affairs of the Victoria Docks in rather an extra- 
ordinary way. It was the petition of the owners, lessees, and occupiers at 
West Ham. They stated that their property was within 300 yards of the 
site selected for the works, and of other property adjoining thereto, and that 
they strongly objected to the erection of gas- works there. ‘They then stated 
‘that the site selected is immediately adjoining some large docks recently 
erected, at a very heavy cost, for the accommodation of shipping; and the 
said gas-works, if constructed as proposed, would be placed between the said 
docks and the river, and the dust, and smoke, and effluvia inseparable from 
gas-works would all be deposited among theshipping. That your petitioners 
believe it would be dangerous in the highest degree to have gas-works 80 
near their docks, and that an accident such as recently happened in another 
art of London might set all the shipping in the docks at the time on fire.’’ 
He (Mr. Karslake) did not know whether the petitioners referred to the 
Wood Street accident, but if so he would say the corporation hoped to con- 
duct things on more careful principles than the gas companies did at the 
time. The petitioners stated also, ‘‘ that the proximity of such works would 
deter many vessels from using the said docks. That the property adjoining 
the said docks is well adapted and is intended for the erection of wharves 
and warehouses, and it is confidently expected that before long it will be ex- 
tensively built upon for those purposes; but if the said works are constructed 
thereon it will be rendered wholly useless for such a purpose, and almost 
valueless for any other. That your petitioners object to the corporation of 
the City of London or any other body being allowed to erect gas-works in 
their parish for the sole purpose of supplying gas to the inhabitants of an- 
other part of the town.”’ He (Mr. Karslake) was afraid that if this view of 
the case were taken it would be an allegation in every petition against the 
erection of every gas-works beyond the limits of the metropolis for the supply 
of any portion of London. The petitioners then alleged that they “ further 
object on public grounds to the principle of allowing a corporation out of 
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their corporate funds to become manufacturers and traders, to compete with 
established companies who, on the faith of Acts of Parliament, have invested 
very large sums on their several undertakings.”” He thought these peti- 
tioners (among whom was Mr. Bidder, of Great George Street) might leave 
the gas companies to take care of themselves. It might be assumed that the 
latter had set forth their grievances in their petition, which was 4 joint peti- 
tion of the metropolitan gas companies, although, so far as they were eon- 
cerned, he supposed the three City companies were the only companies who 
could have any ground whatever for copaeing this particular bill. The 
petition of the gas companies stated generally the character of the bill—- 

The Cuarnman: I think we haye taken their case into consideration in 
our report. 

RA SCARSLAKE : I will read a paragraph or two, to see what they say 
about us. 

The CHarrMan : I should certainly think it would be advisable that you 
should confine Fs apooned to points that do not infringe upon the substance of 
the report of this committee. . 

Mr. Tcamaxs : I am, as far as possible, endeavouring not to say a single 
word as to the evidence which hag already been placed before the committee. 

The Cuarrman: You are quite aware that, with a view of facilitating 
the inquiry upon this bill, the committee not only read to you the report 
they drew up the day when they agreed upon it, but you have been pro- 
vided with printed copies; therefore it would certainly simplify our pro- 
ceedings if you would confine yourself to points that do not verge upen that 
report. 

r. KARsLAKE said he proposed to do so entirely. The gas companies in 
their petition stated— 

That it appears to your petitioners that by the provisions of this bill the con- 
sumers of gas at the present time would not only have to pay a reasonable profit on the 
capital expended upon the works, but also to pay aut of the capital itself, in order 
to benefit a future generation of gas consumers. That if, on the one hand, there 
should be a profiton the undertaking, the gas consumers of the City of London 
might be made to pay for the widening and improving of the streets of the City, 
an expense which has been hitherto defrayed by the coal-tax, or some other special 
provision to which the whole community within and around the City has been 
obliged to contribute. That if, on the other hand, there should be a loss on the 
undertaking, the estates and revenues which belong to the mayor, commonalty, and 
citizens at large would be liable to make up the deficiency, and thus the non- 
consumers of gas made to contribute to the expense of keeping up the works, in 
order that the consumers might be supplied at a lower rate than the fair market 

rice, 

. That your petitioners respectfully submit to your honourable House that if the 
corporation are to be permitted to supplement any loss on their undertaking by a 
grant from the corporate funds, they may supply gas on any terms they think fit, 
and wholly irrespective of its cost. 

That to grant such powers to the corporation, with their large influence on the 
citizens, would not be a mere matter of competition, but nothing less than the abso- 
lute confiscation of all the property at present invested in gas-works for the supply 
of the City, and would be the ruin of all those companies whose property is 60 in- 
vested, without being any ultimate benefit to the community. 

Then they recited a portion of the preamble as to corporations and other 
local authorities having powers. They said, 

Your petitioners are informed and believe that your honourable House has allowed 

corporations to establish works for the supply of gas and water where no other 
works have previously existed, and have also allowed corporations to purchase 
existing works, but have never permitted a corporation to establish works on the 
credit of their corporate funds for the purpose of supplying gas in competition with 
existing companies. 
Then the petition went into the question of the Metropolis Gas Act of 
1860, and lauded the merits of that Act, and stated that at the time of the 
passing of that Act the aggregate capital of all the metropolitan companies 
was £5,082,000, and that in order to comply with the regulations imposed 
upon them by that Act with reference to higher illuminating power and 
purity, as well as to extend their mains, the several companies had since 
that time expended a further sum of £980,000; that the aggregate capitals 
of all the companies at the present time was £6,061,300, and that the divi- 
dend upon a large portion of the £980,000 was limited to 7} per cent. It 
then made a further statement with regard to the Metropolis Gas Act, with 
which it was not necessary to trouble the committee as the matters had been 
considered by them; and it proceeded, 

Your petitioners also deny that the site proposed is suitable for the said works, 
and they allege that it is badly selected, specially in regard to the means of con- 
veying the gas from the said works to the place of consumption, and that it is 
inconvenient and ill adapted for the purpose in most other respects. 

Your petitioners further deny that it is expedient the corporation should be em- 
powered to purchase the said site, and that as compulsory powers of purchase are 
taken by the said bill, another and better site much nearer to the City might have 
been selected. 

That your petitioners, while admitting the expediency of gas-works being placed 
beyond the populous districts of the City, pe deny that it is expedient that they 
should be placed at the extreme distance of six miles from the spot where the gas 
is to be consumed, and they are prepared to prove that it cannot be distributed from 
such a distance without incurring very serious loss. 

That there is no provision in the said bill for securing the illuminating power and 
purity of the gas as defined therein, inasmuch as the corporation, instead of having 
an independent body as is required by the Metropolis Gas Act to appoint an ex- 
aminer to act between themselves and the to appoint and pay 
an examiner themselves, 

That the bill empowers the corporation to borrow for the purposes of the Act the 
sum of £500,000, but does not state what is the estimated cost of the undertaking. 

That the said sum of £500,000 is wholly insufficient for the purposes of the said 
undertaking. 

This wouid be a matter of evidence to be considered by the committee. It 
had been, he believed, disposed of by the referees already, or would have 
been, unless there had been a provision that that part of the petition was in 
fact abandoned. As regarded the capital, one did not wonder at finding 
this sort of allegation in the petition, when it was remembered that the 
Chartered and the City Gas Companies had themselves bills now before the 
committee by which they proposed to take a new site at Hackney Wick, in 
the immediate neighbourhood of Victoria Park; that they wanted, in addi- 
tion to the land which they sought power compulsorily to urchase, 100 
acres, and to make their capital, instead of £500,000, which the corporation 
were prepared to show was sufficient for the purpose of supplying the City, 
£1,600,000, with borrowing powers to the extent of £400,000 beyond, The 
petition of these companies proceeded to state that the funds of the corpora- 
tion were pledged to a considerable extent and for some length of time to 
other and more worthy objects. Now he (Mr. Karslake) did not know a 
more worthy object to which they could apply their funds than in getting 
rid of some of those grievances which existed and which would have con- 
tinued to exist but for the report which this committee had made. There 
was another petition from the gas companies, but it was identically the 
same. He had now stated the objects of the bill, and the committee were 
already aware of the circumstances under which it was introduced, and of 
the state of things existing at the present time. He had read the report 
which the committee had been kind enough to furnish, and of course any 
suggestion they might make as to terms to be agreed upon, or anything of 





8, prop 
































I sune 12, 1866.] 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 459 





that sort, in the progress of the investigation, the corporation were prepared 
to give the utmost attention to, At present he should confine himself to 

rove the eligibility of the proposed site and the character of the district to 
be supplied: As to the distance of the proposed works from the City he 
thought there was nothing in the objections of the petitioners, but upon 
that the committee would have evidence. And with reference to the illu- 
minating power and purity of the gas to be supplied, he would show that 
the corporation were ripe to act up to the spirit and letter of the bill 
which they had now laid before the committee. 
Mr. Hors Scorr: Before my learned friend proceeds to call witnesses, I 
wish to ask a question of the committee, for the guidance of the opponents 
of this bill. If 1 understand rightly, you have intimated to my learned 
friend that you will not have any of the decisions come to in your report 
impugned in the prosecution of this bill. 

aay KinciakeE: I do not know that we should consider ourselves 

bound by the report. 
Mr. Hors Scorr: I am asking the committee for guidance as to the 
course we ought to adopt. It is not for me to judge what the present im- 
ression on the minds of the committee may be, but certain expressions have 
ropped from the chair, to which I will refer no more than to say they have 
produced a particular impression on my mind, under which I made the 
remarks I did. In the report I find this passage towards the close :—‘‘ Your 
committee think that the system of districts should be continued; and, with 
a view to the a of administration and the convenience of the con- 
sumers and of the public, that every facility should be offered by Parliament 
for the further extension of the system of regulated monopoly, either in the 
way of the amalgamation of the several existing companies, or of the disposal 
of the interests of the several companies in the metropolis to some body or 
bodies representing the ratepayers of the metropolis, on such terms and con- 
ditions as may be agreed upon, and as Parliament may see fit to impose.” 
Now, the ordinary construction of that sentence of the report is this, that 
there should be no new competing body ‘introduced, and that unless the 
well-regulated monopoly is to be obtained by the amalgamation of several 
existing companies, it should be done by a public body coming forward and 
buying up the interests of the other companies. The bili now promoted is a 
bill for introducing competition instead of a well-regulated monopoly, and 
it is conipetition by a public body which do not profess to buy up the ex- 
isting interests of the companies. The question therefore is, whether the 
bill is to proceed in direct violation of that passage in the report. If the 
report is not adopted by the committee to-day, although it was adopted a day 
or two ago, the whole thing will be at sea again. It is for you to intimate 
to me the opinion of the committee as to whether there is any importance to 
be attached to this passage in the report or not. If there is, it is fatal to 
the progress of this bill; and if there is not, the whole question becomes 
merely opened again, and we must go at it upon that principle. . 
The CHArRMAN: Do you wish to take the opinion of the committee on 
that point? 
Mr. Hors Scorr: If you please. 
The room was then cleared, and after a short time the counsel and parties 
were called in. 
The CHAIRMAN said the committee have come to this resolution—‘ That 
the committee will not pass any bill which shall not be in accordance with 
their report.” 
Mr. Kanstake said he understood from this resolution that if the bill now 
before the committee was to pass, some terms must be agreed upon, or such 
terms made as Parliament might see fit to impose, by which compensation 
would be made to the existing companies whose district this bill proposed to 
supply. Of course, it was impossible for the corporation to know what under 
those circumstances they might be expected todo. They wished for time to 
consider the resolution of the committee, with the view to ascertain if 
arrangements could be made for the purchase of existing interests, and he 
would therefore ask for an adjournment. 
Mr. Hore Scorr said the notices for the bill did not comprise that inti- 
mation to the public and the shareholders which the Standing Orders re- 

uired, of the intention to carry out such an arrangement ; and, moreover, 
the companies had no power to sell their properties. 
The CuHatRMAN: There is no power of that kind in the bill. 
Mr. KarsLakE said it might be done by agreement. If it were considered 
right that the bill should pass, it might be accompanied with the provision 
that it should not become operative, so as to enable the corporation to pur- 
chase lands, unless and until the existing companies had been agreed with. 
Mr. Hope Soorrt said, if he understood his learned friend’s proposition, it 
was that the committee should pass a tentative bill on the chance of its be- 
coming operative or not, 
The CHarrMAN : It is for the promoters to consider whether they will go 
on with the bill or not. That seems.to me to be the question. 
Mr. Karstake did not know whether the committee would allow them to 
adjourn for the purpose of taking their resolution into consideration. Of 
course they were prepared to go on with the evidence upon the bill at the 
present time. 
The Cuarrman stated that the committee did not at all preclude the pro- 
moters from going on with their bill. 
Mr. KarsLake asked that the further consideration of the bill should be 
adjourned until after Whitsuntide. 
The CHAIRMAN stated that the committee were prepared to adjourn to 
Monday, the 28th inst., and they would now proceed with the two other 
bills before the committee. 
Mr. Hore Scorr wished it to be understood that the adjournment was to 
|| enable the corporation to ascertain whether they could bring their bill into 

conformity with the resolution of the committee, 
Mr. KarsLakE said it was to enable them to consider the resolution. He 
did not know whether the committee would give any intimation at all as to 
what they considered the terms or conditions that should be agreed to, or 
which Parliament would see fit to impose. 
their report they had to some extent considered that point. 

The quasunie said they had not ; they adhered to their report, but they 
did not enter into the question of negotiations with any party. 

Mr, Karsiake said the other two bills were, the ** City of London Gas- 
light and Coke Company’s Bill,” and the ‘ Gaslight and Coke Company’s 
Bill;” the corporation were opposed to them, and he was instructed to ask 
that the consideration of them should also be adjourned to the same day. 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee would assent to the application. 





Monpay, May 28, 

Mr. Kanstake said, since the last meeting of the parliamentary com- 
mittee, in consequence of what fell from the chairman, a letter was written 
to the secretaries of each of the three companies who at present supply the 
City with gas, all of which companies were in existence before the Metro. 
polis Gas Act of 1860. The letter was in the following terms :— 
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Guildhall, B.C., May 17, 1866. 

Gentlemen,—With reference to what took place to-day before the select committee 
on the London (City) Corporation Gas, &c., Bills, I have to state that I am directed 
by the special Gas Committee of the corporation of London to inquire upon what 
terms and conditions the three companies supplying the City of London with gas— 
viz., the Chartered Gas Company, the City ondon Gas Company, and the Great 
Central Gas C s Company—are prepared to dispose of their works and under- 
takings to the corporation of the City of London. In the case of the Chartered Gas 
Company, it will be necessary for you to define exactly what is proposed to be trans- 
ferred to the corporatlon, as none of their works are in the City ; and you will, there- 
fore, be good enough to state whether the terms include any of their works, and if 
so, Which, in addition to their pipeage going through the City. It is understood 
that the City of London Company and the Great Central Gas Company supply no 
other district than the City; but if I am wrong in this assumption it will be neces- 
sary in their case also to egonily what exactly would be included in the terms named. 
I have to request that your reply may be forwarded to me not later than Wednesday 
evening, as the committee will meet on Thursday for the purpose of considering 
your answer; or, if the occasion should be, of determining upon the clauses to 
be added to the City Bill, to make it conformable to the report of the committee of 
the House of Commons.—I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) F, WooprHorPs. 





The Secretaries of— 

The Chartered Gas Company, 

The City of London Gas Company, and 

The Great Central Gas Consumers Company. 
On the 18th of May they received an answer from the Chartered Gas 
Company :— é 

Chartered Gas Company, Horseferry Road, Westminster, 8.W., 
May 18, 1866. 

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, inquiring 
upon what terms and conditions the three companies supplying the City of London 
with gas are prepared to dispose of their works and undertakings to the corporation 
of the City of | London. In reply, I am instructed to inform you that the directors of 
this company, relying upon the resolution of the committee of the House of Commons, 
“that the present system of districting should be continued,” propose to proceed 
with their own bill, and they, are, therefore, not prepared either to submit or to 
entertain any proposition having in view the sale of their works or undertaking. 

(Signed) J. O, Purtuips, Secretary. 
That was a bill of the Chartered Gas Company, which was before this com- 
mittee, and which probably would be heard after the committee had taken 
into consideration the City of London Gas Bill, and before any decision had 
been arrived at upon that. The next was a still more curt letter from the 
Great Central Gas Consumers Company :— 


Great Central Gas Consumers ren y 28, Coleman Street, E.C., 
May 23, 1866. 


Sir,—In reply to your communication ‘of the i7th of May, inquiring upon what 
terms and conditions this company is prepared to dispose of their works and under- 
takings to the corporation of the City of London, I am desired by the directors of 
this company to state that they have not contemplated, nor do they contemplate, 
any such disposal. (Signed) R. M. Massey, Secretary. 
The City of London Gaslight and Coke Company wrote on the 22nd of May 
as follows :— 

City of London Gaslight and Coke Compeny, 
Salisbury Square, E.C., May 22, 18 

Sir,—I am desired by the directors of this company to acknowledge the receipt of 
your communication of the 17th instant, and to direct your attention to the circum- 
stance that they had virtually anticipated the r lation by promoting with 
the Chartered Company a bill for amalgamation. As such bill will be taken into 
consideration after the Whitsun vacation, and there is no reason to suppose that the 
Chartered Company contemplate withdrawing from the arrangement entered into, 
the directors of this company feel that they are not at liberty to take into considera- 
tion the subject of your letter. (Signed) R. J. Mitiar, Secretary. 
The result of it was, having attempted, so far as they could, to carry out 
the suggestion of the committee, in replying to these different companies, 
for the purpose of ascertaining if they would make any agreement to arrange 
with the City of London, they found that they all put the corporation at 
arm’s length, and one of the companies, the Great Central Gas Consumers 
Company, said that they did not contemplate, and had never contemplated, 
any such disposal. Under those circumstances, they felt they had done all 
the committee suggested they should do, as to applying to these different 
companies, and they did that upon the assumption that in the case of the 
City, where districting did not exist in the sense in which it existed so far 
as the other metropolitan companies were concerned, that they might pos- 
sibly be able to make some arrangement with them, which might be 
considered by the committee an arrangement which might properly be en- 
tered into, They had not chosen to meet the corporation in any spirit at 
all such as that whicl? was suggested by the committee as the proper spirit; 
and they now proposed to go on with the evidence on this bill, for the pur- 
pose of laying before the committee the evidence by which they proposed to 
prove the preamble. es 

Mr. Denison asked whether the committee thought it was consistent with 
their resolutions before the holidays to allow his learned friend to go on with 
his bill. There was in their report this passage, among others :—‘* The com- 
mittee think that the system of districts should be continued, and with a 
view to the economy of administration, and the convenience of the con- 
sumers and of the public, that every facility should be offered by Parliament 
for the further extension of the system of regulated monopoly, either in the 
way of the amalgamation of the several existing companies, or of the dis- 
posal of the interests of the several companies of the metropolis to some body 
or bodies representing the ratepayers of the metropolis, on such terms and 
conditions as may be agreed upon, and as Parliament may see fit to impose.” 
Then, besides that there was'some discussion—there were questions asked 
by Mr. Hope Scott on the last day; Mr. Hope Scott said, ‘1 understand the 
notices for the City Bill do not comprise that intimation to the public.” 
After a lengthy discussion, and when they were called in again, the chair- 
man said, ‘‘ The committee have come to this resolution, that the committee 
will not pass any bill which shall not be in accordance with their report.” 
His learned friend, Mr. Karslake, said, “‘ That resolution of the committee 
in effect is, I understand, that there must be in this bill, if it is passed, some 
terms to be agreed upon, or such terms as Parliament may see fit to impose, 
by which compensation is to be made to the several existing companies sup- 
plying the same district as that which this bill proposes to supply. Of 
course, in the present existing state of things, it would be impossible for the 
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corporation of the City to know the least in the world what they might be] | 


called upon to do, without knowing what the other companies were pro- 


| posed to do themselves; on what ground they would ask, and under what 
| circumstances they would ask, to be compensated for their existing in- 


terests.”” It was then arranged that there was to be an adjournment at his 


| learned friend’s request to consider whether any modifications were to be 


made in the Corporation Bill. 

The CHarrMan said there was no agreement made with the committee as 
to the terms of the adjournment; it was simply that they should consider 
the position in which they were placed. 

r. DENtson: So it seems to me. 

Lag Cuammman; The committee made no agreement or terms wjth either 

party. 
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Mr. Denison said his learned friend said just now that the chairman 
suggested such and such things. He (Mr. Denison) did not see that he 
suggested anything. 7 

e CHAIRMAN said that he suggested nothing, except that he left it to 
the judgment of the corporate authorities to go on or not, as they thought 
fit. They sd properly put in the correspondence they had had with the 
company, to show how far they had conformed to the resolution of the com- 
mittee, and now came the question, what course would they take. It was 
entirely in the hands of the promoters of the bill. They were not debarred 
from going on subject to the terms of that resolution. 

Serjeant KinGLAKE remarked that it did not follow if the onestin 
proceeded with their bill that it would be inconsistent with the resolution. 

Mr. Denison said he should like the committee to make up their minds 
bo agg that point, as it was rather a serious question. His learned friend, 

r. Burke, suggested that the parties might be kept there fighting for two 
or three days or weeks, and finally come to no result, because the committee 
might hereafter find that they could not carry out the bill consistently with 
their resolution. 

Mr. Karsake said he proposed to go into evidence upon the bill as it 
stood. In reply to Mr. Denison, he said the bill was, he believed, in the 
same state as when he opened it. 

Mr. DENtson said the bill, not having been altered, contained no power 
to purchase the works of the City companies. The question now was 
whether the committee would allow his learned friend to call witnesses in 
support of a bill which was inconsistent with the terms of their resolution. 
The committee had decided ‘‘that the system of districts should be con- 
tinued.” Could the Corporation Bill consistently be passed while the system 
of districts continued? The object of the corporation was to supply gas over 
the whole of the City in competition with the three companies. Then the 
committee resolved that ‘‘with a view to the economy of administration, 
and the convenience of the consumers and of the public, every facility 
should be offered by Parliament for the further extension of the system of 
regulated monopoly.” A regulated monopoly meant no competition. It 
might be a right or it might be a wrong thing, but regulated monopoly was 
the system the committee had adopted. 

The Cuarrman: Carrying out the Act of 1860 in the spirit of that Act. 
Mr. Denison said the committee in their report proposed to further this 
“regulated monopoly” which they recommended ‘‘ either in the way of the 
ama! — of the several existing companies,” which was a matter that 
would be to some extent brought before them when they came to consider 
the next bill, ‘‘ or of the disposal of the interests of the several companies 
in the metropolis’ to the local authorities. Did this bill provide for the 
a of the interests of the City gas companies to the corporation? It 
did not provide for it; it could not provide for it; it was inconsistent with 
the Standing Orders. Even if the companies were willing to dispose of 
their respective interests it could not be done during this session. What 
was more, if they became unwilling to go on with it at any moment it could 
not go on, because, by a rule never departed from, anything in the nature 
of an amalgamation bill, or having reference to the fusion of two interests 
into one, could not proceed one minute after the declaration of one of the 
gg that (as Serjeant Wrangham once said) they declined to be married. 
ow, then, was it possible, consistent with any part of the committee’s 
resolution, that the preamble of this bill should pass? He would not say 
that the proceedings could not goon; but it was evident the time must come, 
in a few days or weeks, when the committee would say that, consistently 
with their report in favour of districting, a regulated monopoly, and the 
purchase of existing interests, the bill could not pass. e, therefore, 
respectfully asked the committee whether it worth while to waste their time. 
or, if they did not value that, the time and money of the opponents as well 
as the promoters, by fighting a bill which must end in the way he had said. 
Mr. KarsLake said the corporation had done all they possibly could to 
meet what they considered the views of the committee upon the subject ; 
they had conferred with the companies, and could get no answer. They 
now proposed to do what under any circumstances he apprehended they 
were entitled to do—viz., to give evidence in favour of a bill that had 
already been opened, and which was now before the committee to determine 
whether the preamble was proved or not. 
The committee-room was then cleared, and on the counsel and parties 
being called in, 
The CHAIRMAN said: The committee have come to the following resolu- 
tion :—‘‘ That the statement in their report, ‘that your committee think 
that the system of districts should be continued,’ does not preclude the com- 
mittee from proceeding with the London (City) Corporation Gas Bill.” In 
making that statement I am requested by the committee further to state to 
the promoters of the bill that they do not think it will be at all necessary to 
call evidence as to the points that have been already so largely heard with 
regard to the power of illumination, the supply of coal, and various points 
connected with the detail of the business, but that it should be confined to the 
purchase of the site, which, I believe, is objected to, and any other points 
petitioned against; also as to the money proposed to be raised under the 
powers of this bill. 
Mr. WessteR: We intend to confine our evidence to what I may call 
new points. 
The CHArRMAN: We wish it entirely confined to that; the committee 
have heard quite sufficient on all other points. 
Mr. Ricuarps: I wish to state, on behalf of the opponents, that we 
shall consider ourselves at liberty to cross-examine the witnesses upon 
various points on which we conceive we were precluded during the general 
inquiry, or, at least, did not call any evidence. That evidence we should call 
on this inquiry, and we shall consider ourselves at liberty to cross-examine 
exactly in the same way as if the whole of the evidence were to be taken 

n. 

The CuarrMan : Such witnesses as they think fit to call. 
Mr. WessteR: When any question of the kind arises it will be sufficient 
to dispose of it. 
Mr, Ricuarps: I only thonght I ought to mention it. 
The CuarrMAN: We had no intention to shut you out. 

William Haywood, Esq., examined by Mr. WEBSTER. 
Iam a civil engineer. I received directions from the corporation of Lon- 
don to prepare plans for the supply of gas to the City, and I prepared those 
which have been deposited, which show the site of the proposed gas-works, 
The Gas Committee of the corporation first directed me to look out fora 
suitable site, and the first condition the ye upon me was, that it 
should be at a very large distance from the closely inhabited parts of the 
metropolis, They did that because they thought it was inexpedient to con- 
tinue the existing gas-works in the metropolis if possible, as very con- 
siderable evils were generally considered to result from their being there ; 
and as the population is spreading so very largely, and especially in the 
eastern direction of London, they determined to go a very considerable dis- 








tance from the City. We have obtained such a site at Silvertown on the 





banks of the Thames, in the immediate vicinity of the Victoria Docks. It 
is in the parish of West Ham. The small red disc on the plans before the 
committee shows the exact site, and the same plan also shows the great dis- 
tance it is from the metropolis, as compared with any other existing gas- 
works in the metropolis. Tt has a considerable frontage towards the river 
and is well situated for the supply of coal. It is immediately on the 
Woolwich branch of the Great Eastern Railway, and the London and 
North-Western Railway, and it is close to the proposed station of the North 
Metropolitan Railway, which has recently passed the committee of the 
House of Commons, which will also put it in communication with the 
whole of the railways north of the river Thames. As regards sea- 
borne coal, vessels will be able to unload their cargo into the works 
without having them lightered. It is proposed that the coal shall be 
taken directly out of the ships and put into the coal-stores. With regard 
to coal by railway it will be in communication with the Eastern system 
of lines, and also the Midland and Northern systems; and so far as 
railways for inland coal are concerned, it affords all the communication 
that can be desired. I think it would be difficult to select a site in which 
the two advantages can be more closely combined than they are in the site 
in question. The locality in which the products of tar and ammonia are 
disposed of is also a question of importance. This site will afford the fol- 
lowing facilities as regards the disposal of these products :—In the first place, 
it is in a neighbourhood where no objection would be raised against the crea- 
tion of a nuisance. It is not at all populous—in fact, there is no population 
in the vicinity at all. The question of the appropriation of the products 
will be dealt with by other witnesses, who will give you evidence upon the 
manufacture and the cost of it. I took considerable trouble to find a good 
site, and I do not know that there are any better in the locality. I think 
this is the locality in which the gas-works ought to be, it being down the 
river in a place where the manufactory could produce no nuisance, and the 
population being such as would have no reason tocomplain. There are also 
no engineering difficulties in connexion with it. The estimate for the whole 
works is £476,655, and that is divided into the following heads :—First, 
there is the land, which is estimated at £22,500; buildings, tanks, boundary 
walls, &c., £77,835 ; retorts, £18,992; condensers, £3193; steam-engines 
and exhausters, £3716 ; purifiers, £3160 8s.; washers, £1440 12s. ; station- 
meters, £2609; gasholders, £37,440; governors, £774 10s.; mains and valves 
on works, £5800; steam-engines and cranes, £1800; rails and sleepers, 
£653 1s.; general tools, £1500; service-pipes, £7250; meters, £40,000 ; 
office fittings and furniture, £1000; mains, £169,262; working capital, 
£40,000; engineer’s commission, 5 per cent. on £327,755, £16,387 10s. ; 
then there isasum for contingencies on works calculated at 5 per cent., 
also £16,387 10s.; and preliminary expenses are put down at £4875, making 
altogether £476,655. These estimates have been made with as much care as it 
is possible in the present state of the scheme. In the estimate handed in there 
is the weight and quantity of all the various classes of material all in detail. 
The prices of everything can be checked. I am prepared to give any fur- 
ther details with respect to these estimates that may be required ; at least, 
myself or my colleagues will do so. Mr. Clift was associated with me in 
preparing the plans and the estimates. In my opinion these estimates are 
quite sufficient. A large number of the items are actually tendered amounts, 
from persons of respectability in their various occupations; and, as I said 
before, the general — of the whole works having been prepared, the 
estimates are a long way beyond gas or even general estimates. The dis- 
tance of the works from the City along the mains is about 6 miles. The 
mains will start from the works, and will go in the first instance eastward, 
and then will cross close by the site of the North Woolwich Railway, through 
meadow-land or close by meadow-land until they reach the Victoria Dock 
Road; thence along the Victoria Dock Road, and on to the Barking Road, 
across Barking Creek ; thence along the East India Dock Road to the Com- 
mercial Road Kast; from the Commercial Road East two mains are supposed 
to be laid; a bifurcation takes place there; one line of main will go along 
Great Alie Street, and enter the ef by Aldgate High Street ; the other will 
come along Brook Street, Back Church Street, Cable Street, Royal Mint 
Street, and enter the City at the southern end of the Minories. I have had 
many years experience in connexion with the corporation, and am well 
acquainted with the ce The lines of mains have all been carefully con- 
sidered, and a thoroughly good distributing system can thus be carried out. 
We have not a contractor who will undertake the whole of the works for 
the sum stated, but large portions of them ; and a contractor has been found 
for the price put down, who undertakes the very troublesome work of laying 
the mains throughout. The largest portion of the estimates I have given to 
the committee are, in point of fact, guaranteed estimates for which the work 
will be done. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: I have once before made an estimate 
of this sort, with reference to gas-works. Mr. Clift is a gentleman of very 
large experience in such matters. 

Mr. Ricuarps: May I ask for what quantity of gas you have made this 
estimate. What, for instance, is your calculated maximum production on 
the heaviest day in the year—the 24th of December? 

Witness: I think you had better ask that question of Mr. Clift, because I 
am not prepared to give evidence as to the detail of the manufacture of gas. 

Cross-examination continued: I have satisfied myself the estimate is 
right, but you had better have the details from him, as it will save the com- 
mittee’s time, and you will not have the same evidence twice over. The 
diameter of the main is 42 inches; there are two lines of main 42 inches in 
diameter, so that we have in reality 12 miles of 42-inch main. We have 
calculated about £8000 per mile for the 42-inch main ; it is all down in the 
estimates laid before you. A contractor has agreed to lay them down at the}! 
sum there named. I do not knew what price he has put down in his esti-| 
mate; I only know that he has undertaken to do it. In making my estimate 
I put down £4 10s. 1d. per yard for the 42-inch main, iron being taken at 
£6 perton. The mains will be laid side by side, I should apprehend, where 
they can be; but, as there are some places where there will be difficulties, 
they will have to diverge. We cannot immediately go westwards from the 
works, on account of the entrance to the Victoria Docks; we did attempt 
it, and they declined to allow us. I am not quite sure whether we could 
not go there. If we went across the Victoria Docks, we should have to go 
by aculvert. There are already two mains under the docks in culverts; 
therefore the thing can be done. One of the mains already there is a 12- 
inch one, and the principle is the same with a 12-feet main. We have 

ower to lay down mains along the land north of the Victoria Docks; we 
oe scheduled it, and take compulsory power to do so. The white part on 
the plan is the Commercial and tolit district. We shall have to tear up 
those streets to lay down our mains, although we do not light any portion of 
the district. I am aware that this is the sole ground on which the mono- 
polies of the gas companies in the metropolis exist; it was to obviate 
the necessity for tearing up the streets. I do not think the people living 
in that district would raise any difficulty about their roads being taken 
up, in order that gas-pipes might be laid to supply another district. 
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It would not surprise me if that question has been raised by the Chelsea 
ple, with reference to the Imperial bill, and successfully; but there 
is nothing in it. The roads are exceedingly wide, and not to any 
serious extent occupied by pipeage. Very few are paved roads; they 
are nearly all macadamized, the reparation of which is not so onerous, 
nor is the breaking up so inconvenient to the people as with paved streets. 
Irather think the name of the contractor is Bugbee; probably we shall 
have to make application to the committee to bring him up to-morrow. He 
undertook to give evidence, but is now apparently alarmed at doing 80; he 
does not wish to make any possible enemies. hen I said there was no 
— in Silvertown, I used the term of couse in a comparative sense, 

ut it is someeey sparse. There is not a considerable rising population 
around the dock. The houses are not to be counted in the vicinity of these 
works by scores. I do not think it would be any advantage to the shipping 
to have these gas-works immediately between them and the river; but I do 
not think the allegation of the landowners and proprietors of the dock- 
yards is a well-founded one, nor am I aware that it will deteriorate their 





a ag 

r. WeRsTER: This point is not raised by them. 

Mr. Ricnarps: It is in the petition of “‘ owners and occupiers of land.” 
Mr. WexsTER: But the dock people have not raised it. 

Mr. Ricuarps: I am reading from the landowners petition, where they 
state “that your petitioners believe it to be dangerous, in the = degree, 
to have a gas-works so near to their docks, and that an accident, such as 
recently happened in another part of London, might set all the ships in the 
dock at the time on fire, and the proximity of such works might deter many 
vessels from using the said docks.” 

Witness : It is a very fearful thing for the metropolis if that is the case, 
because what is good for a docks is good for a building. There are ten foci 
of evil in the heart of the metropolis, if there is anything in the allegation. 
I do not say that I regard.any apprehension on that ground as ridiculous. 
I say at once that wherever there is a gas-works somebody will object to it, 
there is no doubt about that; nobody likes to have it near them. I confess 
myself somewhat astonished at this objection, inasmuch as the landowners 
in the very neighbourhood have been most anxious to offer us sites for these 
gas-works. We shall be a very great benefit to the owners of land, and I 
am very much surprised that a petition should come in; but sometimes the 
owners of land do consider gas-works a considerable nuisance. 

Mr. Ricuarps: You talk of the advantage of unloading your sea-borne 
coal—am I right in saying that between the shore and the river there is a 
considerable tract of marshy land, covered with water at spring tides ? 
Witness : It is a tract of land covered with water at nearly every tide, but 
there is a sufficient margin of land taken for the construction of these works. 
The whole of the landing will take place at the end of a jetty, which jetty is 
carried out to such a depth that screw colliers, the — large ones, will be 
able to come up to the end of it; and there will be mechanical appliances by 
which one collier will be unladen at each tide, and by a series of a 
and tramways the whole of the coals will be delivered into the works. The 
length of the jetty is 420 feet, which is included in the estimate. 

Mr. Ricwarps: You tell us about your gasholder, may I ask what amount 
of storeage you have calculated upon ? 

Witness : I think it will be far better to have it from the gentlemen who 
are certainly more skilled in the matter thanIam. I beg to r I have 
‘one into the whole of these calculations, from the beginning to the end; 
ut I set out by stating I am not skilled in the manufacture of gas, nor have 
I had the experience in the erection of gas-works that other witnesses have 
had, and it would be better that you should have the evidence first hand, 
Mr. Ricuarps: On that ground I will not trouble you. I suppose the 
same thing will apply to the purifiers > 
Witness : The whole of the machinery. With regard to the pipe-laying 
and structure, I have had all the estimates made in my own office. 
Mr. Ricuarps: And the same with regard to retorts ? 
Witness: Not the retort-houses. I can answer about them as ordinary 
buildings. ‘here is a special item for the jetty into the river. It is under 
the head of ‘ Buildings, tanks, boundary-walls, &c., £77,835; ”’ £7600 is 
allowed for the pier. ‘There is a double railway laid upon it, and it has a 
derrick to lift the coals. There is only room for one ship to unload at atime, 
and it is expected it can be unladen in one tide. Ido not know how many 
waggons can be lifted at a time. 
Mr. Ricuarps: May I ask you, have you separated the cost of your 
leading main from your distribution mains, or are they all lumped together? 
Witness: In the estimate the sizes and lengths of the various mains are 
given in detail. 
Mr. Ricnarps: Is any portion of your plan to manufacture residual pro- 
ducts, or do you merely dispose of them ? 
Witness : ‘The question of the residual products is a matter quite for future 
consideration, as to what we shall do with them; at all events, there is no- 
thing included in the estimates for buildings, for the manufacture or mani- 
pulation of the residual products. The probability is that manufactories will 
arise immediately around the works, and help the landowners, 
Mr. Ricnarps: You have spoken of other sites you had examined, where- 
abouts are 7 ? 
Witness: The corporation advertised for sites, and they had, I think, 
seven or eight sites offered to them, all of which were in the eastern parts of 
mdon. ‘This spot is not the nearest unoccupied piece of land. There was 
one immediately adjoining the ground selected by the Imperial Gas Com- 
pany, at Hackney Wick. The committee decided that they would not go 
there. There were other sites on or adjoining Bow Common, but these were 
in the heart of a populous neighbourhood, and the committee were desirous 
to avoid that. ‘there were not many sites nearer to London than this. 
There were two, I think, in this neighbourhood, or within a mile of this 
site, west of Barking Creek. The works are laid cut either for the use of 
lime or oxide of iron in the process of purification. The corporation will 
test its own gas. I have not the remotest doubt that it will always be found 
pare, as the whole of the citizens will be at the back of the corporation if 
it is not. 

The CuarrMan said it was not necessary to pursue this line of cross- 
examination. The witness could not be expected to know how the corpo- 
ration intended to pursue the system of purification. 

ss-examination continued: The corporation are to make their own gas 
and io test it themselves; the disposal of residual products is a matter for 
future consideration entirely. The profit of the concern, to some extent, 
depends upon that. I have not gone into the question; the answer to it 
will be given by Mr. Clift. 

Re-examined by Mr. WenstEer: I am informed that Mr. Bidder was one 
of the ait promoters of the Victoria Docks Gas-Works, and he and 
other gentlemen whose names are signed to the petition are anxious to sell 
us a piece of land close to our site. As soon as these works are erected the 
ground all round will be taken for building purposes. Workmen’s dwellings 
must be erected there, and manufactories for the manipulation of the resi- 
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dual products; so that altogether we shall be a very large benefit to the 
landowners. It was for that reason I said I was surprised to see that any 
landowners had petitioned against us. 

By Alderman Lusk: I do not think it is any drawback to have gas-works 
so many miles from the place to be supplied. There are no engineering 
difficulties in the way. The site is lower than any portion of the City of 
London, which is in favour of the distribution of gas. Although gas-works 
are not so prejudicial or dangerous as they were said to be, there cannot be a 
doubt that they should be erected out of towns on account of the public 
health. Whatever danger is connected with them must be increased by 
their proximity to dwellings. The leakage from the gas-pipes in London 
varies in different districts. It is generally estimated at from 12 to 16 per 
cent., arising principally from defects at the joints. a year the gas com- 
panies take up and lay down great lengths of pipe, either in lieu of worn 
out pipes or to increase their capacity to meet the enlarged demands made 
upon them. The site of our proposed works is a great deal below the level 
of high water, but the river is kept out by a wall. The largest portion of it 
is muddy land—aguish, marshy, land. It will never be inhabited except 
by persons who require to reside there, because of the proximity of such 
works. ‘There is nothing to induce anybody to live there if they can live 
anywhere else. , 

y Mr. Pavitt: Ido not know of any report as to the number of accidents 
which have occurred on the premises of the London gascompanies. I think 
there was one last year at the works in Brick Lane; I also recollect one on 
the Surrey side of the water 20 years ago, and one in the Chartered Com- 
pany’s about 10 years since. I cannot recollect any others. 

By Mr. Hartiey: These were accidents arising out of the manufacture 
and storeage of gas. The risk of explosion is very much larger in the works 
than in private | lly Our estimate for the land required by us for the 
work is £22,500. We have had an offer to sell us the land at the rate of 
£16500 per acre, and that includes some buildings upon the ground. We do 
not propose to adopt the pipes of the existing companies, we shall have an 
entirely new distributory system throughout the whole of the City. In the 
estimate of the cost of our works we have not allowed one farthing for com- 
pensation to the existing companies, 

Mr. John Edward Clift, examined by Mr. WEBSTER. 

I have had many years experience in the manufacture of gas. I was for- 
merly engineer to the Birmingham and Staffordshire Gas Company. Iam 
now the proprietor of gas-works at Redditch, about 12 miles from Birming- 
ham. My attention has been called to the site which has been proposed for 
the corporation gas-works. I believe it is the most eligible site I have seen 
for gas-works. It is situate upon and possesses a frontage to the river at a 
point where coals can be delivered without ey! up through the bridges, 
and also having railway communication with all the midland coal districts. 
There will be a jetty running out about 80 feet from the bank, which will 
enable them to land coals during low water. I have not heard of any objec- 
tion to that on the part of the Conservators of the Thames. I believe we shall 
eee evidence here to show that the money value of that advantage will 

e from 1s, 6d. to 2s. per ton of coal. The situation is advantageous also 
for working up the residual products, but we have not provided for doing it. 
We did not wish to complicate our plans with estimates for manufacturing 
products, and therefore we have confined ourselves solely to manufacturing 
gas. We have not provided directly for petting rid of or manufacturing 

roducts, but the locality is extremely well adapted for the purpose. There 
is a pitch and petroleum distillery adjoining the land we have agreed to pur- 
chase, and also a spirit distillery where they distil American oils. I should 
think petroleum distilling is very much worse than gas-making, as regards 
danger. On the site of the works that we have scheduled to purchase there 
is now a storehouse for American oil, which is far more dangerous than the 
manufacture of gas. Mr. Haywood and I concur in the estimates for these 
works. I believe those estimates are sufficiently liberal to ensure the com- 
pletion of them. 5,000,000 cubic feet is the estimated maximum consump- 
tion of one day ; I believe that is about the maximum consumption of one| 
day in the City, and that is the estimate for our works. The total con- 
sumption we estimate for a year is 1200 million cubic feet. 

The CuarRMAN: The committee are satisfied about the site. 

Mr. WexsTER: One question with reference to cost. What will be the 
cost of manufacturing this gas ? 

Witness : I have the detailed statement of the cost of manufacturing gas, 
which I will read to you. We propose, as you are aware, to manufacture}; 
gas of 18 candles illuminating power; to produce that I estimate the quan- 
tity of coal we shall require is 120,000 tons in the year. I take three- 
tenths of that to be Scotch cannel—the Marquis of Lothian’s cannel— 
36,000 tons at 35s. per ton delivered, and seven-tenths of Newcastle at 
13s. per ton delivered. That includes the coal-tax. ‘That will be 28°22d. 
per 1000 feet. I estimate the Scotch cannel will produce 12,000 cubic feet 
per ton of gas, of 33 candles illuminating power. Evidence was given of 
this before the committee a few days ago, I estimate the Newcastle coal to 
produce 9200 feet of gas per ton, of 12 candles illuminating power; and this 
will give a gas equal to 18 candles illuminating power. The purifying will 
cost *48d.; the labour on the manufacture of the gas, 6d. per 1 feet ; 
the wear and tear of the retorts, plant, and tools, 2°40d.; repairing and 
restoring meters, 7} per cent. upon the gross amount, £40,000, which is 
our estimate for meters, or *72d.; distribution, including secretary, clerks, 
collectors, bad debts, rents, rates, taxes, and incidentals, 2°88d.; reserve- 
fund for contingencies, 1 per cent.; interest on capital, 5 per cent. ; 
redemption-fund, 6 per cent.; that gives 48°74d. for the total cost; then 
there has to be deducted the coke, which is 10°36d; the tar, 6000 tons, 
1-144d.; ammoniacal liquor, *94d.; this gives the amount of 12-74d., 
which taken from 48-74d., leaves exactly 3s., which is the price of gas de- 
livered to the consumers. We should use partly lime and partly oxide of iron 
in combination for purifying. Gas purified partly with lime and partly 
with oxide of iron contains about 15 grains of sulphur per 100 cubic feet. 
Gas from the same coal purified with lime alone contains from 11 to 12 
grains. Of course various coals will give different quantities of sulphur in 
the gas, purify them as you may; you cannot get the same result from 
different coals even with the same mode of purification. I believe there 
will be no difficulty whatever in obtaining gas with only 16 grains of sulphur 
on the average per 100 cubic feet. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarns: I believe there is no system laid down 
yet by which the corporation gas shall be tested. The same system I have 
no doubt will be followed as exists now. There would be no objection what- 
ever to the Metropolitan Board of Works having the power to test their gas. 
My calculation of the cost of gas at 3s. per 1000 feet includes distribution ; 
independently of that it would be 1s. 3°2d. at the meter. I cannot say 
that as a lessee I would undertake to make it for that, because I should want 
some profit. I cannot say what profit I should want. I should be satisfied 
with 10 per cent., which would make the cost 1s. 44d. I cannot say that I 
would make it for 1s. 5d.; I have not gone into that. If the corporation 
asked me to tender for making their gas, I should be happy to do so. 
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Mr. Ricuarps: Do you remember Mr, Croll getting into difficulty with 
the Great Central Company some yearg ago? Did not you undertake, as 
lessee, to supply gas to that company in the year 1852? 

Witness : Ves ; I was in negotiation with them, I offered at first to 
supply 13-candle gas at 1s. 9d, per 1000 cubic feet, giving security for doing 
it. In 1846, I offered to supply 12 sperm candle gas at 1s. 9d. 

Mr. Bicuarps: Now, then, having proposed to supply 12-candle gas at 
the phargy of 1s. 9d. in 1852, did you write this letter in December of 
that year 

4 .. reply to the application of your chairman, I will agree to manu- 
facture at your works at Bow all the gas you may require, or may hereafter require 
if amalgamated with any other company, at one shilling and ninepence (1s. 9d.) per 
1000 cubic feet, the quantity to be determined by the consumers meters, of such 
illuminating power that an Argand burner consuming five feet per hour shall be 
equal to 12 spermaceti candles consuming 140 grains per hour. The works to be 
delivered up to me in good condition free of charge, and all future enlargements to 
be made ag they may be required, at the cost of the company. 

That was the affair in 1852. Now in December, 1856, you wrote— 

Gentlemen,—I hereby agree to manufacture all the gas you now require at your 
Bow works, or may hereafter require if amalgamated with any other company, at 
Is, 9d. (say one shilling and ninepence) per 1000 cubic feet, the quantity to be 
determined by the consumers meters, of such an illuminating power that an Argand 
burner consuming five feet per hour shall be equal to 13 sperm candles consuming 
120 grains per hour, and of the average purity hitherto supplied by Mr. Croll. 


This is your offer. Then, on the 26th of February, 1857, you write— 
Birmingham and Rapordovice Castight Company. 

As I haye not come to any arrangement with our friend, Mr. Bovill, with reference 
to working the contract for your gas-works, I think it my duty to your board that 
the fact should at once be made known to them that I cannot undertake to make 
the faa at the price named in the preliminary agreement; and I shall esteem it 
another mark of your kindness, of which I have experienced so much, if you would 
communicate this to them, and assign the reason | have before given you for this 
step, so that they may make other arrangements without delay. I am exceedingly 

rieved to take this step, but I think it better to do so than to suffer the disgrace of 
Frtare in the undertaking, and to lead the company into a serious dilemma, 


How was that? At this time, according to the letter, you were unable to 

poppy gas of 12 sperm candles at 1s. 9d. 

ttness : If the committee think that I shauld go into this matter, I will 
0 80, 

Mr. Ricyanps; I want to know how it is you state your inability to do it 

at 1s, 9d., and you now say 18-candle gas can be supplied at Is. 3d, > 

Witness : There were specific reasons ; there were other people mixed up 
in this matter besides myself. It would not be perhaps advisable to bring 
the names of other indjviduals before this committee, to expose all the trans- 
actions that then took place. 

The CuatrnMan said the committee did not desire evidence of transactions 
which happened ten or twelve years ago; their inquiry was mainly directed 
to what took place since the General Act of 1860. 
Mr, Dayison contended that it was material to show that the witness, ten 
years ago, refused to supply 12-candle gas at 1s. 9d., whereas he said now 
that it could be done for Is, 3d, 
The Cuarrman said he thought the matter need not be argued. The 
witness, in 1852, offered to make gas at a certain price, and afterwards wished 
to repudiate his bargain. He now stated that he was embarrassed by other 
connexjons, which he did not wish to produce before the committee. They 
did not consider they were emgowayee to go into the matter. 
Cross-examination continued: I have not calculated the cost of the mains 
er mile, The total cost for the six miles is £103,064, which is £4 10s. 1d. 
pet yard—rather less than £8000 per mile for each main. I calculate that 
hese mains would pass 5,500,000 cubic feet of gas in 10 hours. The present 
maximum consumption is 5 million cubic feet in that time. The additional 
500,000 is to meet the contingency of foggy weather. I have no means of 
actually ascertaining the maximum consumption per day at the present 
moment; I have been told that it is something less than 6 million feet. I 
am prepared to say that it cannot he anything like 8 million feet, or it 
differs from every other town with which t haye had to deal. All my cal- 
culations are based on the maximum consumption being 5 million; if I am 
wrong all my estimates fail. But I have estimated for retorts to manufac- 
ture 25 per cent. above that, or 7 million cubic feet, so as to allow for retorts 
out of use in winter. Our pipes will carry more than 5,500,000 feet with a 
larger pressure than 2 inches at the works. 
By the Cuairman: We can increase the pressure up to 4, 5, or even 6 
inches, That would multiply the quantity deliyered by the square root of 
the pipe. Ihave not worked it out, but an inch pressure would give about 
one-fourth more. By increasing the pressure we could easily add 1 or 2 
million eubie feet to the quantity supplied with safety to the works. We 
can ascertain the quantity of gas actually consumed within the precincts of 
the City proper by taking the quantity of the coals the otha use, and 
multiplying it by 8000 cubic feet of gas—the quantity of gas we believe they 
can sell Bay ton of coal within the City. 

The CHARMAN: But the three companies that now light the City of 
London light other portions of the town not within the boundaries of the 
City. Do you subtract the supply so given to other districts, or do you take 
it as a whole? 

Witness : We can get the amount from two companies, but we cannot get 
it from the third—the Chartered Company. It was obtained a short time 
ago in a rating case sufficiently near for our purpose, and by adding together 
the totals we come to the conclusion that 1000 million cubic feet per annum 
is the quantity of gas sold inthe City. Ihave no direct evidence as to the 
actual consumption ; it is simply arrived at by calculation. 
By Mr. Ricuarps: We propose to fix 616 retorts, 25 per cent. of which will 
be supplemental. It is always necessary to have some in reserye. If you start 
with 2 inches intitial pressure at the works, and the main is on a level (the 
main here, by-the-by, is 16 feet higher in the City ‘han at the works, which 
I have not taken into account in estimating the quantity discharged, as I 
might have done with considerable advantage), and you put the 2 inches of 
pressure at one end, you get 2 inches of pressure at the other end, supposing 
no delivery of gas is going on. It is only when you begin to take off the 
supply that you get the friction. Of course, in this calculation the friction 
on the whole length of the main is calculated, and therefore, whatever it 
is, we have this quantity delivered independent of any friction. I cannot 
tell what the loss by friction is, but, whatever it is, it is allowed for. It is 
a very easy calculation to make, and any gas engineer sitting down quietly 
would make it inashort time. If we were to make a main of half that 
| length, we could deliver a very much larger quantity of gas than we should 
throughout the whole of that length, and if it were only a quarter we should 
deliver a still larger quantity ; the friction is in proportion to the length of 
the main. I have worked out by tables this calculation : the result is, that 
one main of 40 inches diameter, 11,440 yards long, will deliver 557,000 feet 
of gas an hour, with a 2-ineh pressure. It is possible, at some particularly 
heavy hour, the 557,000 feet might be drawn off from the gas-works ; but 
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the usual consumption would be in the heaviest days in winter, and ther 

would naturally be a few days, not very many, when our consumption woul 

be 4 million cubic feet in 16 hours. have not confined any of my appa- 
ratus to exactly that amount. I have left margins; as, for instance, in the 
retorts there isa margin of 25 per cent. If the consumption should be 
790,000 cubic feet in one hour, we should be in a condition to supply that 
by increasing the pressure, We should have four gasholders, 150 feet dia- 
meter, of a capacity of 3,550,000 cubic feet—a trifle more than three-fifths 
of our make, which I think is sufficient, I have never constructed any 
works in London myself, but I have worked large gas-works with that pro- 
portion of stareage; and London, I think, would be more easily supplied 
with a smaller proportion of gasholder room, because the quantity dispensed 
extends over a greater number of hours—that is, they commence lightin, 

earlier, We propose to take compulsory powers to lay down mains throug 

the intervening Tistricts, I am not aware of any such powers having been 
granted toa gascompany. We have an estimate from a practical man for 

ying down the mains, including labour. We have an estimate from a 
maker to supply the gasholders at the price named, £37,440, I have had 
gasholders of this size put up at Hirmingnam for a lesssum. Gasholders 
vary in price in proportion to their capaci ys and also in proportion to the 
various places where they have to be erected. They cost more to be erected 
in London than in Birmingham. This price does not include the construc- 
tion of the tanks; only the cast and wrought iron work. The cost of the 
tanks is included in the buildings. We believe we shall get a higher price 
for coke and other residual products in that situation than in London, We 
have calculated the price to be obtained for coke is 9s. per chaldron, Evi- 
dence will be given here that 90,000 tons of coke passed this very spot from 
the London gas-works during last year, and therefore we may reasonably 
expect that we should get the advantage of the difference in carriage between 
London and this peint. Our estimate of the cost of gas being 3s, per 1000 
feet is based upon the assumption of our supplying the whole of the City. 

Aidices A by Mr. Wenster: The cost of the tanks will be £32,612, 
and the gasholders themselves £37,440. In estimating the cost of gas into 
the holders I omitted 6d, for labour, which makes it 21°9d, per 1000 instead 
of 1s, 3d. 

Mr. Stanrann: It is only by getting the exclusive possession of the City 
that you could afford to supp: y gas at 3s, ? 7 s : . 

Witness : I make my calculation upon supplying this quantity of gas in 
the City; whether it is the exclusive supply it is not for me to consider, 

Mr. Stanitanp: If you had not the sale for the whole of your gas could 
you sell that which you did dispose of at the rate you say—3ds. ? 

Witness : Certainly not, : 

Mr. STaNILAND : Then it is only the monopoly that will enable you to 
sell at 3s. ? 

Witness : That is so, ; . 

Mr. Stanizanp: And you propose to substitute yourselves as monopolists 
for the present City companies. 

Witness : For the present City companies. 

Mr, StantLanp: How do you propose to dispossess them ? 

Witness : We have not gone into it at all, 

By Mr. Pavuu: If we did obtain the exclusive supply in my judgment it 
would be good for the public. In that case if an accident were to happen 
to the works the City need not be left in darkness, as there are several other 
companies who come close up to the City, and their mains could be con- 
nected with ours. . 

By Mr. Hartiey: Our estimate of the price of coal includes the corpora- 
tion tax and every other cost. 

By Mr. Morrison: We propose to runa mair through every street of the 
City, The corporation have tried to treat with the companies for the pur- 
chase of their mains, and if they could purchase them it would obviate the 
necessity of laying down fresh mains in those streets. 

Mr, Morrison: I presume all your calculations have been made upon 
the assumption that you drive these three companies out of the market ? 

Witness: All my calculations are made upon the assumption that we are 
going to have an independent concern, and lay mains as if nothing existed 
in the ground, 

«, By Alderman Lusk; I have no doubt that gas can be manufactured at the 
~ I have named, and that the gasholders and other materials could 
e supplied at the sums estimated for them. 

Mr. SrayiLanp: Supposing the gas companies do not choose to be driven 
out in this unceremonious way, and there was a divided trade, they would 
reduce their price and enter into competition with you; then, I suppose, 
you could not manufacture at 3s. without a loss ? 

Witness ;: Our works would cost something more to manufacture, say, | 
half the quantity than they would to manufacture the whole, and therefore 
we should have so much more capital to pay 5 per cent upon. ‘That would 
be the whole result of competition. 

By Mr. Hartvey: The coal dues in London are 13d, per ton. I sup- 
ose, in raising the money for these works, those would be given as security, 
ut I do not know. 

Mr. James Renatt Scott, examined by Mr. Hocerns. 

I am the registrar of the coal-market, and am the principal officer engaged 
in the collection of the coal dues. The area over which they extend is 15 
miles round London. Every penny of those dues is expended on improve- 
ments within the City of London and the metropolis, so that the corporation 
have no beneficial interest in any part of them. They are expended by the 
corporation within the limits of the City of London, and the Metropolitan | 
Board of Works within the limits of their jurisdiction. Nine-thirteenths| 
are paid to the Metropolitan Board, and four-thirteenths to the corporation. 

By Mr. Hartiey: The 4d. is spent in the City entirely for making new 
streets. It is necessary to have the sanction of Parliament to the applica- 
tion of that money. ‘The amount thus raised is bespoke for many years to| 
come. Not any pertion will be available for putting up these gas-works. | 
No money could be borrowed by the corporation upon that revenue, except 
with the consent of Parliament. The coal dues are not considered any por- 
tion of the corporate revenues, 

By Mr. Hocerns: Iam acquainted with the coal trade of London from 
the nature of my office, and the site selected for these works possesses to my 
mind advantages for the delivery of coal and the disposal of coke over that of 
any other gas-works in London. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Puryw: The coal duty expires in 1882, and the 
Government have agreed, within the last two days, to bring in a bill to con- 
tinue it for five years longer, strictly for purposes of improvements ; and the 
wine duties also. No portion of these duties could be mortgaged for gas- 
making purposes, 

By Mr. Burke: The rentals of the corporation are £130,000 or £140,000 
a year from freehold ground rents and property. I am not aware that they 
are heavily mortgaged. Some of the existing gas-works are on the banks of 
the river. ‘There are some places where, from the limited area of their 
works, gas companies are glad at times to get their coke taken away. It 
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does not follow that where coal is cheapest coke is also cheapest. The ques- 
tion of the accessibility for export and import is everything. The average 
rice of coke has increased a little of late. Looking at the fact that there 
ss been no winter, the price of coal has been cheaper than I have known it 
for years, si aaiiti 
Ge -examined by Mr. Hocarys: Spegking in a general way, if facilities 
are iver, pt discharging coal by screw A respite bo fie site, ype wn eet 
ights . per ton at present prices. ey would have no ues 
fois no fightoras e, a we pati ara as in the case of the Great Central 
mpany, by railway to the works. . 
By Alderman Lusk ; One of the large derricks in Bugsby’s Reach is close 
to where the works would be. 





Turspay, May 29, 
Mr. G, W. Stevenson, examined by Mr. Hocerys, 
I heard the evidence given by Mr. Haywood and Mr. Clift. I have 
examined their plans and I consider their estimates are ample, I am quite 
confident that the works as designed can be exeruted within the sum 
named, I haye made an independent estimate as to the reyenue and ex- 
penditure upon the manufacture of 1200 million feet of 18 sperm candle gas, 
ma the sale of 1000 million. I estimate the income would be—from gas- 
rental, at 3s. per 1000 cubic feet, £150,000; from 92,509 chaldrons of coke 
for sale, £41,629; and from tar and liquor, £9250; making a total revenue 
of £200, 72. My estimate of the expenditure is—61,672 tons of Wigan 
cannel, at 24s,, £74,009; 61,672 tons of coal, at 13s., £40,088 ; purification 
£2055; wages on works, £16,960; wages in streets, £6167; salaries and 
yo aie £4500; collection, £1500; bad debts and allowances, £1500 ; law, 
£280; repairs to works, mains, services, &c., £10,000; office rent, rates, 
and taxes, £4500 ; incidentals, £1400; interest on capital and redemption- 
fund, 6 per cent.,’ £28,599; making a total expenditure of £191,628, and 
leaving a surplus to reserve of £9251, Since hearing the evidence yester- 
day, I have made a calculation of what the two leading mains of 40 inches 
each will deliver into the City, with varying pressures, from two inches up 
to six inches. The two pipes are 11,440 yards in length, and I have taken the 
specific gravity of gas at -500. The delivery, with varying pressures, will 
be as follows :—With two inches pressure, 000 cubic feet an hour; three 
inches, 624,000 ; four inches, 720,000; five inches, 806,000 ; and six inches, 
884,000. The formula from which these results are calculated is universally 
adopted by engineers as correct. By the estimate I have put in, the cost 
rice per 1000 feet of gas into the holder is 16-44d., and at the consumer's 
urner, deducting leakage and after adding all expenses of management, 
maintenance, and collection—all charges of every kind—it is about 2s. 3d. 
I know the course proposed to be taken for the two mains from the works to 
the City; with the exception of Bow Creek and two canal bridges, there does 
not appear to be the slightest difficulty in the way. I should pass the pipes 
under the creek and at the sides of the bridges. ? ; 
Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuagps: I have no personal acquaintance with 
the construction of works having leading mains so long as this, but I know 
there are such things existing in towns. The loss of pressure in these mains 
would depend entirely upon the draught. Until you can tell me what that 
is, I cannot tell the loss of pressure. Assuming the draught to be 750,000 
cubic feet an hour, it would be pretty nearly one-half. There is no formula 
for calculating that; it isa matter of experience. At Halifax the cost of 
gas into the holder was 12°64d., and at the consumers meters 20d. The 
average price charged was 3s. 7d., the quality being 14 or 15 sperm candles, 
The extra cost of adding a candle to the illuminating power is variously 
stated at from 3d. to 1}d., and even as high as 2d. I take Mr. Clift’s esti- 
mate of the number of retorts to be employed at these works, the daily pro- 
duction of which would be 8,620,000 cubic feet of gas, assuming them all to 
be in use, I do not know what is the maximum daily delivery of gas in the 
City. I have taken Mr. Clift’s estimates for the distributing mains, which 
I think are very liberal. He will get them done for less money than he has 
put down for them. My estimate of the price of gas being 3s. per 1000 is 
quite independent of the question of a monopoly by the corporation, or com- 
petition with the existing companies. I do not think the companies would 
stand much chance with 14-candle gas at 4s., against the corporation with 
18-candle gas at 3s, The existence of competition would make some dif- 
ference in cost of manufacture, because there would be a less quantity of gas 
made. I should expect the corporation would drive the companies out. I 
do not know of any instance of a corporation in competition with companies. 
I know instances where corporations have bought out companies, but your 
companies refuse to be bought out. In order to supply 18-candle gas in the 
City, it would haye to be of 19} or 20 candle illuminating power at the 
works. The estimate of the cost being 3s. is based upon the manufacture of 
nearly 20-candle gas at the works. ‘The cost of coals at Halifax in 1861 was 
8s, 9}d., and in 1862, 9s. per ton. In 1865 it was 103, 001d. The cost of 
as was then 2s. 7d, From the Ist of July, 1861, to the 30th of June, 1865, 
the cost of coal was 10s., and the cost of gas at the consumer’s burner 
25-11d., deducting residuals. The price charged for gas was from 4s. to 
33, 2d., the average being about 3s. 7d. The re upon that was £10,330, 
or 8025 per cent. upon an exaggerated capital. The capital at Halifax is 
very much greater than it ought to be. The corporation, looking to the 
future, have expended a good deal of money in anticipation, and portions of 
the works are not profitably cmmmeret at present; but the dividend, of course, 
has to be calculated upon the whole expenditure. ‘he corporation pur- 
chased up the old works in that town for £37,500. 
. pic Carnuan : I presume the learned gentlemen have no more witnesses 

0 call ? 

Mr. Sarcoop: We have other witnesses, but I do not desire to throw 
them upon the attention of the committee. 

The Cuargman : The case apparently is closed for the bill, and the course 
the committee will have to pursue will be to consider whether they may call 
upon the other side to produce witnesses or to address the committee, 

_Mr. BuRKE: We are prepared, of course, to contest this bill from be- 
ginning to end, as to figures, capacity, necessity, and injustice; every other 
point we are prepared to raise. 

The CuatRMAN : That is quite enough, I think. 

Mr. Burke: Of course, it is in the committee’s discretion to adopt what 
course they may think fit, but you will understand this from me, that we 
have sufficient evidence in this room, which we regret we did not produce 
before your report was published, to establish the case for the gas companies 
against the case for the corporation. 

he Cuarrman: You mean, before our report was published, you had 
matters to produce controverting some statements in that report. 

Mr. Burke; I mean we were prepared, before your report was published, 
= a large body of evidence; but we were induced, from a statement 
falling from the chair, not to produce that evidence. When the report was 
published, forgive me for saying with the greatest possible respect, the evi- 

ence produced by us was ignored altogether in that report. We were 
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sorry, therefore, to be deprived of the opportunity of bringing forward that 
evidence, 

The CHarnMan: We have heard a good deal of it. 

Mr. Burke: You heard Mr. Baxter alone. : 

Serjeant KinGuake: I rather intimated to one of your counsel the perils 
he might be in through not calling further evidence, but he neglected my 
intimation. ¢ ‘ 

Mr. Burks: I was very guarded; I happened to be leading at that time 
and I said, ‘‘ If I receive an intimation from the chair that they are satisfied 
with the evidence, of course I am not going to trouble the committee with 
it; but I have a body of it here,” nd the chairman said, ‘‘ We are 
satisfied with your evidence.” ; 

Mr, Hogeins: Surely we are not to discuss what happened previously to 
the drawing up of the report, “ 

The CuarnMan: The reference of this committee was to inquire into the 
operation of the Gas Act of 1860, and we were directed to report to the House 
upon that. The question now before us is a bill upon which that inquiry 
was probably founded, but this committee had to report to the House of 
Commons their opinion as to the operation of the Act of 1860, and they have 
made that report to the House of Commons. Now we have to decide upon 
that bill that is before us, and itis in your discretion, if the committee 
think it necessary, to call witnesses to controvert the position taken by the 
learned gentlemen on the other side in support of the bill. I apprehend 
that is the course for you to consider. You say you have a body of evidence 
ready if the committee think it necessary, and I think it will be my duty now 
to take their opinion—it may save the time of all parties—whether they 
think that course necessary. Therefore, if you please, we will clear the room, 

The room was cleared, and on the readmission of the counsel and putes 

The CHarrMan said: The committee have decided that it will not be 
necessary to hear counsel or call witnesses against the London (City) Corpo- 
ration Gas Bill, and they have further decided that the preamble of that bill 
is not proved. 


THE GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY’S BILL. 
TuursDAy, May 31. 


Mr. Hors Scort, Q.C., Mr. Denison, Q.0., Mr. Davison, Mr. Ricuarps, 
Mr. Russet, and Mr. Beck, appeared for the promoters. Mr. Luoyp - 
ared for Mr. W. White; Mr. Pury, Q.C., and Mr. Wrixinson, for the 
etropolitan Board of Works; Mr. Wexster, Q.C., and Mr. Sarcoop, for 
the corporation of the City of London; and Messrs. BryDEN and Ronrnson 
(agents), for the vestry of St. Mary, Bethnal Green; petitioners against 
e bill. 


Petitions were presented by the East London Water-Works Company, the 
trustees of the river Lea, the Commercial Gas Company, and the Regent’s 
Canal Company ; but no persons appeared in support of these petitions. 

Mr. Hors Scorr said two bills had now to come before the committee— 
one an amalgamation bill, and the other a bill to enable the Gaslight and 
Coke Company to erect new works. The latter would have to be considered 
first, because the clauses of the amalgamation bill could not be settled till 
that was disposed of. 

The CuarrnMan said he might state that the majority of the committee 
viewed the site of the proposed new works, on the previous day, with the 
object of saving a great deal of evidence ; and therefore it was hardly neces- 
sary to give evidence on that point. 

Mr. Hore Scott said the bill he had now to bring under the consideration 
of the committee related to certain financial arrangements of the Gaslight 
and Coke Company, commonly called the Chartered Gas Company. The 
preamble recited in a convenient form the history of this company. The 
first recital was of an Act passed in 1810, giving certain powers and autho- 
rities to a company to be incorporated by charter. The idea of direct par- 
liamentary incorporation in those days did not prevail, the prerogative of the 
Crown in that special particular being supposed to be worthy of respect. 
Then the preamble recited the charter of 1812, which created a corporation 
not in perpetuity, but for the limited period of 21 years, with a capital o 
£200,000. In 1814 another Act was passed, which extended the limits of 
the company, for whereas the charter had limited them to the cities of London 
and Westminster and the borough of Southwark, this Act extended those 
limits so as to include the suburbs of London and Westminster. The next 
Act obtained was in 1816, under which the duration of the company was ex- 
tended to the end of 30 years beyond the expiration of the charter, and a 
conditional capital of £200,000 was authorized. The next Act recited was 
in 1819, by which the temporary character of the incorporation was put an 
end to, and incorporation in perpetuity was granted. The company were 
then also authorized to purchase and hold lands not exceeding 10 acres in 
the whole, and to raise £200,000 more, in shares of £50 each. The next Act 
was passed in 1823, by which the company were authorized to raise an addi- 
tional £300,000, in shares of £50 each, and they were prohibited by certain 
sections in that Act from supplying gas within the parts therein specified in 
the metropolis and its environs, which need not be gone into at the resent 
moment. The preamble then stated that the total capital thus authorized 
to be raised was £900,000, of which £90,000 alone remained to be called up, 
and then came a recital which was important, and would probably be a 
matter of discussion before the committee. It was this: ‘‘ And whereas the 
company have expended on their works more than £360,000, which they 
might easily have divided as profits.”” Then there was a recital that the com- 
pany had no mortgage or bond debt—in fact, they had no borrowing powers 
under their Acts. The preamble further stated, that ‘the whole of the 
ey wn paid-up capital as well as the amount so expended out of profits, 
has been employed in providing and maintaining the company’s gas-works 
at their three stations, the principal station being in the Horseferry Road, 
Westminster, and the others in Brick Lane, St. Luke’s, and the Curtain 
Road, Shoreditch, respectively, and in carrying in other respects the charter 
and the recited Acts into execution.” It then recited the definition of its 
district under the Act of 1860, and that by reason of the increasing demand 
for gas the company found it necessary to extend their works, and that they 
had acquired about 15 acres of land, which they were desirous, and it 
was expedient they should be authorized to hold, and to purchase other 
land at Hackney Wick, and thereon to erect new works for the making of 
gas to be brought up by mains into their gas limits. The next material 
recitals were, that it was expedient the charter, if and so far as it was in 
force, and the recited Acts (other than the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860) be 
repealed and annulled, and the company be regulated under the Companies 
Clauses Consolidation Act 1845, and that it was expedient the £360,000, 
part of the ey Sp on their works by the company out of their 
divisible profits, be capitalized, and the company be authorized to raise 
further moneys by borrowing.” That was the preamble, but he believed it} 
would be for the convenience both of the committee and the counsel that he 





from 1 to 17 were chiefly formal, but section 3 was rather important with 
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should go at once to a general discussion of the clauses of the Act. Those | 
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reference to the question of the lands and the power of the company to 
execute works upon their lands, taken in connexion with the subsequent 
clauses. Section 18 related to the capital, which if the committee should see 
fit to capitalize the £360,000 expended out of profits, would for the future 
amount to £1,260,000. ‘The mode in which the £360,000 was to be added, 
was stated in the following section:—‘‘In addition to the pone 
present capital of £900,000, there is by this Act created in respect of divisible 
profits of the company expended by them for purposes for which capital is 
properly applicable, the capital of £360,000, in 18,000 shares of £20 each, 
at those es shall be deemed full paid up.’ By the 20th section it 
was enacted that these shares should vest in the existing shareholders 
share per share, subject to the same trusts as the existing shares; and by 
section 23 it was provided that the rate of dividend upon these shares should 
be 5 per cent. By section 22 provision was made for the creation of a con- 
tingent-fund, Section 24 was of some importance, and was one which 
hitherto had not been generally adopted, but which evidently, on the face 
of it, was a very desirable provision. A separate clause would be submitted 
to the committee relating to the price of gas; but in the 24th clause it was 
assumed that 4s. was the standard, and the clause enacted ‘‘ when the com- 
y's ordinary charge for common gas is less than 4s. for every 1000 cubic 
feet thereof, and for cannel gas is less than 5s. 6d. for every 1000 cubic feet 
thereof, then the — rates of dividend on the company’s capital shall 
be increased by £1 per centum per annum in respect of every 3d. per 1000 
cubic feet by which their ordinary charge is less than 4s. for every 1000 
cubic feet of common gas, and 5s. 6d. for every 1000 cubic feet of cannel 
ag This would give an immediate inducement to reduce the price of gas 
y the prospect of an increase in the dividends of the company. A similar 
provision had been made in the case of Nottingham and Sheffield, and some 
other places, and had worked beneficially, and it was proposed to the com- 
mittee as an improvement upon the present law affecting the gas companies 
of London. 
The CHAIRMAN observed that it was a deviation from the Metropolis Gas 
Act, and a new principle laid down in the metropolis. 
Mr. Horz Scorr said it was new in the metropolis, and therefore he 
called attention to it; whether or not it was beneficial was a matter which 
the committee would have to consider. Section 25 of the bill authorized 
the company to borrow £400,000. At present they had no power of bor- 
towing on mortgage, and that sum oval be applied by them to new works 
and the acquisition of land under the powers of the bill. It represented 
the one-third of the capital, which was fixed at £1,260,000, and was 
according to the usual proportion. Clause 43 related to the purchase of 
land, and provided that the company might by agreement purchase so much 
as they thought fit of ‘‘the Hackney Wick land,” being a piece of land 
situate at Hackney Wick, partly in the parieh of St. John, Hackney, &c. 
Clause 44 enacted that ‘‘the company from time to time may by agreement 
purchase other lands, not exceeding in the whole 100 acres, for the purpose 
of this Act; but this Act does not authorize the company to make gas on 
any land other than the ‘gas lands,’ ”’ which meant the existing stations and 
also the Hackney Wick land. Section 45 enacted that ‘‘the company from 
time to time upon the gas lands may continue, make, maintain, alter, and 
discontinue gas-works, buildings, retorts, gasometers, receivers, &c.; and 
may provide and do all things they deem requisite for those purposes.” 
Clause 46 limited the time for erecting the new works to five years from the 
passing of the Act, and the following clauses related to the powers sought 
for laying down mains, which were not material. 
The Cuarrman : Those sections will probably be opposed. 
Mr. Horr Scorr: I am not sure to what extent they will be opposed. 
They are merely questions of dealing with highways. 
The Cuarrman: And to passing through other districts which this com- 
pany cannot, in fact, light. 

r. Hore Scott said it would be a matter of detail; there was no ques- 
tion of principle involved. There was, in fact, no question raised by these 
clauses which must not necessarily be raised in the case of gas-works being 
removed out of the metropolis into the country, unless it were in the case 
of some company which was so much on the borders of the metropolis that 
it could readily get into the district immediately behind it. But the ma- 
jority of companies must pass through other districts and through other 
places which they did not propose to light. Section 51 related to the purity 
of the gas, and was: ‘‘The gas to be supplied by the company under this 
Act shall be of such purity that 100 cubic feet thereof, on analysis, shall not 
contain more than 5 grains of ammonia or 20 grains of sulphur in any form 
whatever, and the apparatus for determining the amount of sulphur shall 
be that which is known as Dr. Letheby’s, and the gas shall be so far free 
from sulphuretted hydrogen as not to discolour paper imbued with either 
acetate or carbonate of lead, when such paper is exposed for one minute to 
a current of gas issuing from a pipe under a pressure of 5/10ths of an inch 
of water.” By a MS. clause, 5la, it was proposed to raise the standard of 
illuminating power from 12 sperm candles, as fixed by the Metropolis Gas 
Act, to 14 sperm candles; and a MS. clause, 514, provided that the com- 
~~ should not be at liberty to raise the price of gas above the rate taken 

y them on the Ist of January, 1866, whenever such rate is at or above 4s., 
unless there has been such an increase in the cost or other circumstances 
affecting the company as would warrant such advance. Jt also provided 
that before raising the gas-rate, notice should be given to the local authority 
and in some newspaper circulating in the district supplied, for two consecu- 
tive weeks, at least one month before such alteration be made; and that if 
within such month the local authority dissented from any such alteration, 
the question should be determined by arbitration in the manner prescribed 
by the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845. It also fixed the maximum 
price of common gas at 5s. and of cannel gas at 7s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet, 
and gave them liberty, upon three months notice, to change the kind of gas 
from time to time supplied by them. Then, with the exception of clause 
65, which subjected the company to all future gas legislation, he 
thought there was no other portion of the bill to which he need call 
attention. The company on behalf of whom he presented this bill 
was, as might be supposed from the recital of its first Act and charter, 
the oldest in the metropolis, and in size it was the second largest. 
Its business was carried on at three stations, one of which was at Horse- 
ferry Road, about 400 yards from the House of Commons and about 
600 yards from St. James’s Park. The other stations were at Brick Lane 
and Curtain Road. Every one of these neighbourhoods had become popu- 
lous since the works were erected, so that these works were no doubt at 
present carried on in the middle of a dense population. One of the objects 
of this bill was to remove these works, not wholly, but to the utmost extent 
compatible with the carrying on of the business of the company. The pro- 
gress of the company had been marked. In 1820 their capital was £423,000; 
in 1830 it had become £913,500; and in 1865 the actual outlay upon the 
works had reached £1,130,000. The quantity of gas made in 1840 was 
535 million cubic feet; in 1865 it was 1423 million cubic feet. In 1824 the 
Price of gas was lds. per 1000; in 1844 it was 7s.; and in 1865 it was 4s. 











The dividends of the company from 1812 to 1816 were ni/; in 1817 they 
paid oe cent., and thence at rates varying from 4 up to 8 per cent., until 
in 1865 they reached 11% per cent. Taking the average of the whole period 
of the existence of the company, the dividend had been only £6 4s. per cent. 
But beyond what was divided, there was that which was spent—+.e., that 
portion of the profits which was laid out in works; and therefore, in looking 
at what the profits of the company were, they had to include the two sums. 
The 7 upon works elle available and valuable at the present mo- 
ment, striking off everything disused, between 1828 and 1859, amounted to 
£365,818; but even adding that to the amount divided, the dividends of the 
company were considerably under 10 per cent. From 1812 to 18665 inclusive 
a dividend of 10 per cent. per annum upon the capital raised and invested 
would have amounted to £3,320,000, whereas the dividends actually paid 
added to the amount invested was only £2,529,318, being £790,602 less 
than 10 per cent. from the commencement. A table had been prepared 
showing how the money expended out of profits had been invested, which 
table would be explained by one of the witnesses, and it would be shown 
that the company had excluded from their calculations everything which 
had been expended upon works that had subsequently become use- 
less. It was not a very large amount so deducted—£3650. It was 
not an uncommon thing for those who objected to the practice almost uni- 
versully adopted by gas companies of erecting works out of eg. to say that 
the money had been misspent, and that a useless burden had been imposed 
upon the community by this means. Now the difference to the public or 
the consumers between issuing capital and constructing works out of profits 
was this, that, practically speaking, the company were providing capital 
without any dividend upon it; because, if they had gone to Parliament for 
powers to raise the capital required at the time to be expended, such capital 
would have been immediately entitled to dividend, which the public must 
have provided in the price paid by them for gas. But if, instead of raising 
and expending parliamentary capital, the proprietors restricted themselves 
to a moderate dividend, and laid out the surplus profits in works which 
ought to be provided out of capital, they were, practically speaking, giving 
the public the benefit of that money upon which they paid nothing at all. 
They had prepared a table showing the dividend that would have been 
divisible upon their expenditure if that expenditure had been made out of 
share capital. 

The CuHarrMAN: This is all previous to the year 1860 ? 

Mr. Hore Scorr said it was. The Act of 1860 did not deal at all with 
the question of capital. It was merelya regulating Act applicable to all the 
companies, and it left the monetary concerns of each to be dealt with under 
their own separate private bills. There was no investigation made at the 
time as to the amount of capital expended, and the present company were 
only now pursuing the ordinary course pat by other companies upon 
these occasions—viz., that where they had out of profits provided that which 
might have been provided out of capital, they came to Parliament after a 
very long delay, of which the public had had the benefit, not having had to 
pay interest, and asked to have it considered as fully paid-up capital. That 
was the constant practice; the only question was whether it was a just 
practice. 

The CHarnman : That is the question. You go back a long way and pro- 
pose to raise new stock. Your holders of shares cannot be the same holders 
of shares they were at the time to which you go back. 

Mr. Hore Scott: True; that is, of course the difficulty which attends 
the existence of any undivided property when people change their shares. 

The Cuarrman : Then, in truth, if you give it to new holders of stock in 
this company, you give them that which they did not lose in the shape of 
dividend. 

Mr. Hore Scorr: It is quite true, but where are you to divide the con- 
tinuity of the life of a share ? 

The CuatrMan : That appears to me the difficulty of your position. 

Mr. Hore Scorr: Allow me to say this: it is a difficulty, as I said, 
attending the existence of an undivided property, which is not directly re- 
presented by the shares. But the existence of this property was known, and 
the shares accordingly have cost more in the market. If you tell me I must 
trace out the individuals who have contributed to this fund at some time or 
another, it would be simply impossible. I might find you a certain number, 
but you must deal with capital and with the holders of capital as having 
some amount of continuity. A person purchasing an original share in the 
—— pays a price which is augmented in proportion to this suspended 
capital. 

‘he CuarrMAN: I think this will be a very embarrassing matter for your 
bill; it strikes me so from your own showing. 

Mr. Horr Scorr: Do not put that construction upon anything that has 
fallen from me yet. However, it is very embarrassing to me to find that 
the chairman thinks so; that I quite admit. 

The Cuatrman: The committee thought you were going in for a simple 
project to raise capital at the present time for new works, and for the pur- 
chase of land, but not to go back to dividends unpaid in any years back that 
have been turned, by your own account, into capital. It appears to me to 
that extent to be embarrassing in this case. 

Mr. Hore Scorr said such an intimation was a discouraging one, but he 
still hoped to have the chairman more upon his side. If they went into 
the question of justice, would not these parties be entitled ? He was speak- 
ing of them with reference to the concerns of the company; but, as a 
matter of justice, what claim had the public? They had had the benefit of 
the expenditure of this capital upon which no interest had been paid. If 
this sum of money had been taken out of capital, the —_ would have 
had to pay in dividends to the shareholders £468,139, calculating the divi- 
dend de anno in annum for works of which they had had the advantage. 

pa KinGuakeE: You are prevented doing it now since the Act 
of 1860. 

Mr. Hopx Scotr: We cannot do it now; I am dealing with the past. 
That was a totally new arrangement. a 
, Alderman Lusk: What benefit did the public get except what they paid 

or? 
P Mr. Hore Scott: The question is whether they are going to pay their 
ebts? 

Alderman Lusk: They pay for the gas, “ 

Mr. Hore Scorr: They would never have had gas at the price if it had 


‘not been for this expenditure out of profits upon the works. 


Alderman Lusk: The companies got the price they asked for the gas, 
and it was settled between them and the public. ‘ 

Mr. Horr Scorr: The company have had the price they asked for their 
gas, but they could not have oe dos it down to that low price except by 
the expenditure of dividends. They have increased the power of the com- 
pany to cheapen gas by foregoing the dividends, and £468,139 is the sum 
saved to the public by their not having raised fresh capital. 

Mr, StanrLAnpD: There is nothing new in this proposition. 

Mr. Hore Scotr: Oh no. 
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Mr. STANILAND: Have you not instances in respect of gas companies 
where they have been permitted to — back dividends > 

Mr. Hopz Scott: I have not produced instances because they are so 
numerous, 

Mr. Morrison: Are there any precedents in the case of the London 
companies ? 

Mr. Hore Scorr: Yes; the City and Imperial Gas Companies, a few 
years ago, and the Independent and Pheenix last year. There is no doubt 
the committees of Parliament have never considered the Act of 1860 as 
having any bearing upon the question. It is a question of defining the 
capi of a company, which definition is to be made under each separate Act. 
The passing of the Act of 1860 had nothing to do with the arrangements of 
the capitals of the companies, The very same operation that we propose 
here has been sanctioned by Parliament. The public have distinctly gained 
by it, not only in the reduction of the price of gas, but in the improvement 
of the works. All we now ask is that you should capitalize that which 
a“ have been capitalized at any previous period, and allow a dividend 
of 5 per cent. upon it instead of 10 per cent., which we should have been 
entitled to if the money had been raised as capital. 

The CuatnMan: You only propose that that should be paid after the 
ay the Act. You do not go in for back dividends ? 

Mr. Hore Scorr said they did not; they gave the public all the benefit 
as to the past, and started fair from the present time. It was a pro 
supp. by precedents, both before and since the Act of 1860—precedents 
applicable to nearly every old gas company in the country and nearly the 
whole of the metropolitan companies, and founded on justice between the 
public and the company and on justice between the shareholders and the 
company, the shareholders having paid a higher sum for their shares 
where they were not original shareholders, because of the existence of the 
capital represented by works and land which had been provided by their 

redecessors out of the profits they might otherwise have divided. Another 
object of this bill was the acquisition of land at Hackney Wick, which 
would enable the company to remove the whole of their manufacturing 
works from Brick Lane and Curtain Road, and partially so from Horseferry 
Road. They could not be wholly removed from the latter place, because 
of the manufacture there of cannel gas, which was about one-third of 
the present produce of the company. If the Amalgamation Bill should 
pass a very probable consequence also would be to remove the manufacturing 
operations of the City Gas Company from Blackfriars. To effect these 
objects the promoters asked for power to raise by way of mortgage £400,000, 
and he believed the committee would be satisfied that there would be a 
saving equivalent to an interest of 5 per cent. on the money raised by the 
mere alteration of position and the enlarged area the company would be able 
to occupy. The consumption of gas in the metropolis increased at the rate 
of 5 per cent. per annum owing to the extended application of gas to cooking 
and other pur The works of this company were very much confined 
and could not be enlarged on their present sites, and if improvements were 
to take place in the mode of purifying gas, it was clear from what Dr. 
Letheby said, more space must be given to the company. Every one admit- 
ted that it was desirable to get rid of gas operations from the crowded parts 
of the metropolis, and although it could be proved that the presence of gas- 
works was not injurious to the health of men or plants, there was always a 
difficulty about the noses of the people. There was, however, something 
which might overcome even a bad smeli, and that was profit, and where the 
neighbourhood was not of a residential kind there that profit arose in a very 
direct manner. The establishment of large gas-works like these at Hackney 
Wick would have the effect of attracting large numbers of workmen into 
the locality, for whom houses must be built and shops opened. The conse- 
quence was that as regarded inferior classes of property the neighbourhood 
of gas-works instead of being a disadvantage was a positive benefit to the 
owners of such property. There was only one proprietor in the locality who 
petitioned against this bill, and that was Mr. White, who, however, was now 
quite satisfied that the works would do him no harm. 
The CuarrMan said the committee saw Mr, White on the previous day, 
and he appeared perfectly satisfied. 
Mr. Hore Scott said there were fish manure-works, lucifer match-works, 
tar and naphtha works, and refined oil-works in the neighbourhood, so that 
the committee might have a good perception of what the amenities of the 
district were. There was, however, one amenity—Victoria Park—which the 
proprietors had no desire to destroy. The nearest point of Victoria Park to 
the boundary of the land which wae bay er to take was 650 yards, or 250 

ards further than the Horseferry Road works were from St. James’s Park. 
he ground itself was not favourable for any but commercial buildings, and 
it was upon the east, or comparatively non-wind, side of the park. 
The CuarRMAN said the wind set directly from that quarter when the 
committee were there. They took particular notice of the congregation of 











ces, to ascertain whether they were perceptible at the verge of 
the park, and their distance was not so great as the site proposed. Certainly, 
they were not perceptible in the park, though the naphtha was very offensive 
when they were near. 
Mr. Hops Scorr said the company could remove their purifying apparatus 
to a considerably greater distance—to 800 or 1000 yards. ith regard to 
the capitalization of profits, he had ascertained that the Imperial and City 
Gas Companies obtained powers before the passing of the Act of 1860, the 
one for £280,000, the other for £100,000. Since the passing of that Act the 
Pheenix capitalized £144,000, and the Independent ©30,000. The first peti- 
tion against this bill was from the vestry of St. Matthew, Bethnal Green, and 
alleged interference with the principal thoroughfares of the parish by the 
er laying of the company’s mains to supply gas, from which the in- 
bitants would obtain no benefit. This, however, was a question of clauses, 
and he would only say that the vestry omitted to mention that the parish 
would be very much benefited by the rating of the mains of the company 
which would pass through their streets. The next petition was from the 
Metropolitan oard of Works, who objected to the site, and alleged inter- 
ference with their sewers and drains. 

Mr, Punn said they did not know where the land ay osed to be taken 
was till they came before the committee, except that the bill stated it was 
24 to take land at Hackney Wick. 

tr. Hore Scorr said he did not understand how that could be, when 
clause 43 described the — of the site, and gave the names of the owners. 
How the Metropolitan Board could object to the site when they did not know 


corporation of the City of London, in which some charges were made which 
already been the subject of inquiry by the committee. They said that 

the company had made and divided large profits, and had reserved very 
tge sums in excess of the amount required to make their dividend. They 
said that the company admitted to having expended out of profits £360,000, 
which was equivalent to one-third of their capital. He (Mr. Hope Scott) 
edmitted the fact, and gloried in it, for he thought it was a very handsome 
hing for the company to do. “They- also stated that the company had not 








where it was, he was at a loss to explain. The next was the petition of the | 





fulfilled their obligations under the MetropolisGas Act; that, having regard 
to the cost of production, the price now charged for gas was excessive ; that 
the supply was insufficient in quantity and quality, as well as dear in price ; 
that the attempt to capitalize the £360,000 of profits was in violation of the 
rights of the consumers; and that they ey corporation) were themselves 
promoting a bill for the supply of gas to the City. In fact, this was a peti- 
tion to aid in the prosecution of their own bill. He believed he might object 
to their Jocus standi, as the company did not propose any works within their 
jurisdiction; it was not alleged that they would be in any way injured by 
the operations of the bill, nor was it alleged that in their corporate aay 
they were consumers of gas. He should raise the question now of locus 
standi, and it could be discussed hereafter. The petitions against the bill by 
the trustees of the river Lea, the East London Water-Works Company, and 
the Commercial Gas Company, and Mr. White, had been arranged. 
The CHAIRMAN asked how it was proposed to proceed with the other bill. 
Mr. Hore Scorr said he would briefly open the case for it now. It was 
a bill for amalgamating the City and the Chartered Gas Companies. The 
reamble first gave a description of the Chartered Company, to which he 
had already referred, and then proceeded to recite that the City Company 
were last incorporated by an Act passed in 1859, by which their capital was 
fixed at £400,000, of which the sum of £300,000, being the old capital of 
the company, was divided into 10,000 A shares of £20 each, and 10,000 B 
shares of £16 each; and the company was authorized to raise the additional 
sum of £100,000 by the creation and issue of 10,000 new shares of £10 
each. It then recited that by the last-mentioned Act the company were 
prohibited from paying as dividend or interest upon the B shares more than 
£4000 per annum or 4 per cent. These B shares represented the capitalized 
rofits to which he had before alluded. It then recited that the company 
had created and issued 8000 new shares which had been fully paid up, 
leaving £20,000 of the authorized additional — to be provided for by 
the creation and issue of 2000 new shares of £10 each. That by the Act of 
1859 they were empowered to borrow £60,000, which power they had exer- 
cised to the extent of £57,495, and that it was expedient provision should 
be made for vesting their undertaking in that of the Chartered Company, 
and that the company formed by such amalgamation should be enabled to 
raise additional capital. Beyond this statement he could not now go in the 
way of explanation, because the amount of capital to be settled must depend 
upon what was done by the committee upon the present bill. The — of 
the amalgamation bill was in accordance with the views expressed by the 
committee in their report, ‘‘ that every facility should be offered by Parlia- 
ment for the further extension of the system of regulated monopoly .. . 
in the way of the ——— of the existing companies.” After 
referring to the value of the site of the existing works of the City Gas 
Company, the learned counsel concluded by saying that if, as he thought 
probable, the amalgamation bill should tend to secure the removal of manu- 
facturing operations from the heart of the City, considering that the present 
bill would certainly remove two stations of the Chartered Company from 
populous parts of the metropolis, and would diminish the operations of the 
third; it would in itself be a good reason, even apart from the general 
principle laid down in the report of the committee, why they should declare 
the preambles of these bills proved. 


S. A. Beck, Esq., examined by Mr. Davison, 


Iam chairman of the Chartered Gas Company, which is, I believe, the 
oldest gas company in the world. It was originally incorporated by royal 
charter, which charter was extended by subsequent legislation. The total 
capital a gt the company is £810,000, but we have power to increase 
it to £900,000. e have expended £372,000 out of profits, of which sum 
£360,000 have been spent upon permanent works. e have three stations, 
one of which is within about 400 yards of the Houses of Parliament. The 
other two are in densely populated neighbourhoods, with buildings close up 
to the works. The Brick e station occupies only 1} acre of land, but 
we cannot enlarge it, as we cannot purchase any more land. Both that and 
the Curtain Road station are too small for our purpose. We supply cannel 
and common coal gas from the Horseferry Road station. The cannel gas 
manufacture is about one-fifth of the whole. The consumption of gas is in- 
creasing year by year. In 1840 our consumption was about 500 millions; 
this year it is nearly 1500 millions. With the view of removing the works 
from Curtain Road and Brick Lane, we have made arrangements for the 
acquisition of 20 acres of land in Hackney Marshes, which is about 4} miles 
from the Horseferry Road as the crow flies. We still purpose to make can- 
nel gas at the Horseferry Road works. From calculations that have been 
made, we believe that notwithstanding the great expense these new works 
will involve, there will be an actual saving by the outlay in the manufac- 
ture of gas equal to something like 5 per cent. Between 1852 and 1865 we 
spent no less asum than £270,000 upon our works, and we find, notwith- 
standing that large expenditure, we cannot carry on our operations satisfac- 
torily. We have not had the slightest complaint from the public of nuisance 
arising out of our works in the Horseferry Road. If the amalgamation of 
our company with the | Company is carried out, we expect that a portion 
of the gas now made at Whitefriars will be then made at Hackney. We 
have not expended any profits on capital account since 1860. There has 
been no dividend paid to the shareholders on any part of the £372,000 ex- 
pended out of profits. If we had raised that sum as parliamentary capital, 
and the shareholders had received 10 per cent. upon it down to 1866, the 
public would have paid £650,792. I have here a table giving the total 
amount of capital called up in each year from the commencement of the 
company to the present time, and the dividends paid thereon, which shows 
that the total profits have been short of 10 per cent, by the sum of £794,526, 
The price of gas in 1824 was 15s; in 1831 it was reduced to 13s, 6d.; in 
1833, to 12s. 6d.; in 1836, to 10s.; in 1843, to 9s.; in 1845, to 8s.; in 1847, 
to 7s.; in 1848, to 6s.; in 1850, to 5s.; in 1851, to 4s. 6d.; and in 1865, to 
4s. The present price for cannel gas is 5s. The site of the proposed works 
is as free from objection as I think it can well be. It was obtained after 
careful inquiry, and we believe it is most convenient with regard to the 
oe of coals and removal of products, which tends to cheapen the price 
of gas. 

Mr. Davison asked whether the committee desired further evidence in 
reference to the site. 

The CHarrMAN said some members of the committee had not seen the 
site, and might wish witnesses to be called, but those members who had 
been there were satisfied as to its eligibility. 

Examination continued: The outer edge of the site is 653 yards from the 
outer edge of Victoria Park. Between the two there is a refined oil-works, 
naphtha-works, and many other manufactories more or less oo. 
I believe it is admitted that gas-works are not injurious to health; I have 
always remarked that none of our men have had the cholera or any epi- 
demic whatever. The Brentford Gas Company’s works are within 200 yards 
of Kew Gardens, and I never heard of any injury being done by them. We 
could put our purifying apparatus at the furthest extremity of the ground 
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we take, adjoining the river Lea, about 800 or 900 yards from the park 
heré is ho other operation on the works which is objectionable. 

Mr. Putnn said he did not wish to go into a long cross-examination of | 
the witness if the minds of the committee were made up on the subject of 
the site. 

The CuarrMAn thought it would simplify the matter very much to take 
the opinion of the committee. Those members who viewed it on the pre- 
vious day unanimously approved of it, but those who did not had a right to 
be heard if they did not defer to the opinion of the others. 

After some conversation on the subject, in the course of which Mr. Puinn 
called attention to the defeat of the bill of the Imperial Gas Company, under 
which it was proposed to acquire land for the erection of works at Hackney 
Marshes, ‘ 

The CHArRMAN said the site of the proposed works of the Imperial Com- 
pany was only half the distance from the park that this site was. Those 
members who went to view the place on the previous day were of opinion 
that the works could not possibly be a nuisance or injurious to the park. 
They thought also that it was not likely the population there would much 
increase, as the site was not eligible for building purposes. It was subject 
to floods in winter—it appeared to have been under watér for months during 
the past winter—and would require, even for the purposes of the gas-work 
to be rdised considerably above its present level; also, in all probability, i 
would ay a pumping apparatus to keep it free from water. The mem- 
bers of the committee took into consideration the question of the deposit o 
the spent lime after the process of purification, which was the real nuisance 
of gas-works, The spot was pointed out where this would take place, which 
was at the furthest eastern extremity of the ground, where it was impos- 
sible that any human habitation could be built, because it was marshy, in- 
tersected with streams, and of such a nature that no human being could 
live there in health. 

Mr. Pxrnn called attention to the opposition which had been got up in 
the neighbourhood against the removal of the company’s works there. 

After some further conversation the room was cleared. On the parties 
being again admitted, 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee had no wish to close the case with 
reference to the site without allowing counsel to call any evidence they 
might have to show that it was ineligible or that the erection of gas-works 
would be injurious in the neighbourhood. 

Witness, in answer to the chairman, said, in the event of an indictment 
against the naphtha distilling works in that neighbourhood being successful, 
the gas company had no intention of distilling their own tar on the premises, 
The strongest ground why they should not do so was that it would not pay. 

Cross-examined by Mr. PHinn: We would submit to a clause restricting 
us from that manufacture. We could not remove our Horseferry Road works 
to that site, they would be used for the manufacture of cannel gas. No 
arrangement has been come to with reference to the transfer of the City Com- 
pany’s works. I am not prepared to say whether that would be the result of 
the amalgamation of the two companies in that respect. We take power in 
this bill to purchase any quantity of land not exceeding 100 acres in the 
whole, but we do not contemplate further purchases at present. We may 
require more for gasholders or workmen’s houses. 

{r. Sancoop applied to cross-examine witness on behalf of the corporation. 

Mr. Davison objected on the ground that the corporation had already 
been heard at great length on their own case, and the petition which they 
had presented against this bill did not allege that in any sensé they had 
property to be interfered with, or that they had any authority over the 
streets sieongs which the mains were to be carried, or any rights at 
Hackney Wick over the property to be taken, nor did it allege that they 
were gas consumers, 

After some conversation on the point, 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee were of opinion that Mr. Sargood 
might cross-examine on behalf of the corporation. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sarcoop: The whole of our capital of £810,000 
has been expended upon plant, mains, &c., except £50,000 or £60,000 used 
as working capital, All those works are still in existence, but whether 
worth double, or treble, or half the amount expended, it is impossible to say. 
The station at Westminster would probably sell for much more, and the 
mains of course would be of less value. rd should imagine that, with the 
exception of old mains taken up, there is not much of that property which 
has ceased to exist. The old mains removed have been replaced by new and 
larger ones. The £360,000 expended out of profits was thus laid out :— 
Buildings (in round numbers), £10,000; tanks and gasholders, £53,000 ; 
exhausters, £3000; steam-engines, £6000; purifiers, condensers, an 
scrubbers, £15,000; well, £3000; retort-houses, £32,000; pumps, £500; 
station-meter, £2000; coal-stores, £6000; still for distilling naphtha, £800 ; 
meters prior to 1841, £1200; districting, £19,774; ammonia-house, £2769 ; 
machinery, £7359; freehold and leasehold property, £72,310; mains, 
£57,048 ; meters since 1841, £46,391; services, 19,574. : 

The Cuarnman : What is the sum of £19,774 for districting ? 

Witness: When we districted with the other companies, we had to pay 
them a balance of £19,000 for the mains we took from them, after deducting 
the amount they paid us for the mains they took from us. We supply two 
sorts of gas, and were obliged to retain double mains; therefore, we had a 
large balance to pay. 

The CHAIRMAN: Where was the £72,310 for freehold and leasehold pro- 
perty expended ? 

itness ; At our different stations. Weshould dispose of that, toa certain 
extent, when the new works are erected, but we are obliged to borrow capital 
now to make those works, and we cannot recoup that money till we have sold 
the old ones, and we cannot give up the latter till the new works are ready. 

By Mr. Sarcoop: We should never have been able to reduce the price of 
gas as we have done if it had not been for this expenditure out of profits. If 
we had raised fresh capital for the purpose, we should have required to charge 
more in order to pay the dividends upon it. The reduction of price tends, to 
a certain extent, to increase the consumption of gas, but the increased trade 
the company would gain would be nothing equal to the dividend upon this 
amount of new capital. In 1824, when the price of gas was 1ds., our divi- 
dend was 7 per cent.; in 1865, when it was 4s, 6d., we paid 10} per cent. 
and 1} for back dividends. The increase of consumption, the price of coal 
and labour, and the improvement in manufacture, would make a great dif- 
ference; I think the increase of consumption may be the most material 
thing of all. The capital expended at the Brick Lane station, up to December, 
1865, was £180,966; at Horseferry Road, £480,768; and Curtain Road, 
£89,532—that is independent of the amount expended out of profits. 

Mr. Davison objected to this line of cross-examination, which he pre- 
sumed was with a view to legislation next year, in order to know the 
amount of capital expended in the City with the design of buying up the 
concern. 





The CHARMAN ruled that the cross-examination should not proceed. 
Re-examined by Mr, Davison: In removing an old main and putting 
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down a new one we charge only the difference in value to capital, and so 
with fegard to the other property replaced from time to time. When the 
new works are finished, the capital account will have credit with the amount 
realized by the sale of the Curtain Road and Brick Lane stations, and the 
dividends will be only paid upon the balance of expenditure. . 

By Alderman Lusk: The distance of Hackney Wick from our City station 
is about 2} miles. We would rather have the works in the eentre of the 
district we supplied if we could. We hope to supply gas better than we 
have done, by the removal of the works, that is the object of it: I believe 
there is no difficulty in sending gas through mains a distance of six or seven 
miles; it depends to a certain extent upon the levels. I imagine we should 
not have made the profits we have done but for the expenditure of money 
out of profits on plant. The better order the works are in, the greater the 
advantage at which we work. There was no pdrliamentary limit in the 
early days, we mignt have paid 20, 30, or 40 per cent. if the profits had 
allowed it. We think it but fair that the profits we expended in plant 
should now receive a dividend. Parliament has in several instances allowed 
it. The distance of the land upon which our new works will be erected is 
650 yards from Victoria Park, and we are willing to bind ourselves to put 
up our purifiers at the extreme point, which is nearly 1000 yards off. 

By Sir W. Gattuwey: We should not have the slightest objection to 
uarantee the removal of our works, which are at present in the middle of 
ondon, within a certain number of years, We should ‘not be in a position 

to do sv till the new station, is in full working order. 
Mr. William White, examined by Mr. Davison. 

I am not the owner of any land taken by the coer. I am the owner 
of nearly the wholé property in the neighbourhood. I know the feeling of 
the inhabitants in reference to thé erection of these works. Taking one- 
third of a mile, I am quite prepared to say that four out of every five owners 
of property would be in favour of the company. I presented a petition 
against the bill, but am now satisfied having had an explanation given by 
the engineers as to the position of the purifying house and works. When 
I presented the petition thought it was other land which the company had 
taken. I get not the slightest advantage from them except that they are to 
buy some of my land at arbitration prices, I am a member of the district 
board. There is no indictment pending against the fish and blood manure- 
works in the parish. . . 

Cross-examined by Mr. Poinn: The subject has been discussed. I headed 
a deputation last week to the vestries of Hackney and Bow, asking them to 
endeavour to get those works carried on without nuisanc:. and the boards 
have promised to wait upon the owners, and get them t. do all in their 
power to remedy the evil complained of. If they conduct their business pro- 
perly, we think it an advantage to have them in the neighbourhood, because 
they cause a great deal of money to be spent there, and we get our houses 
occupied. At present they are most decidedly a nuisance. I was opposed 
to the Imperial Company’s bill because they came within a short distance of 
my property. I said, if they liked to take it at a fair valuation they might 
do so, and I would withdraw my petition, because I should have done with 
the neighbourhood. There is plenty of land further eastward in Hackney 
Marshes, upon which these works might be erected, but I do not know whe- 
ther the company could obtain it. I attended an open-air meeting in oppo- 
sition to this bill, which was held in Victoria Park. I do not think there 
were twenty inhabitants of the locality within a third of a mile there. They 
were people who came there, as they — do on Saturday afternoon and 
Sunday, from the thickly populated neighbourhood of Shoreditch, Bethnal 
Green, and Whitechapel. Tt was a crowded meeting of people from that 
neighbourhood, and a number of persons signed the petition believing that 
the gas-works were to be in the park; the speaker at the meeting encou- 
raged that idea. The feeling was pretty unanimous against the gas-works, 

Mr. Sarcoop was about to cross-examine the witness, but 

Mr. Davison objected that there was nothing in the petition of the eorpo- 
ration with respect to the site. 

The CommitTexE ruled that Mr. Sargood was not entitled to cross-examine 
upon it, 

costed by Mr. Davison: I have consulted with a great number of 
owners of property in the neighbourhood, and I do not know of one who is 
dissatisfied with the proposed site of these works, 





Fripay, Jung 1. 


F. J. Evans, Esq., examined by Mr. Davison. 

I am a member of the Institute of Civil Engineers, and the engineer of 
the Chartered Gas Company, I have been connected with gas engineering 
all my life, and have been 30 years with the Chartered Company in various 
capacities. The only nuisance connected with the manufacture of gas is the 
process of purification. If the proposed site of our works is sanctioned we 
shall have no objection to carry on that process at the eastern end of the 
ground, We might safely undertake that it should not be done within half 
a mile of the park. We have tried and failed to get space for our works 
further off. 

By the Cuatnman: I believe gas may be conveyed to any distance—10, 
20, or 30 miles—as far as the mere carrying is concered, but then it would 
lose so much in its passage. There would be first the extra cost of the main 
consequent upon the extra distance, the main would also havé to be made 
larger ; and, in the second place, gas loses its illuminating power by travel- 
ling. I think it loses throughout the whole length of the pipe, and the 
richer the gas the more likely is it to lose its illuminating power. Of course 
that comes on the public in the end. ' 

By Mr. Davison: There is no site that we could have east of Hackney 
Wick, there being no railway communication. Our present works at Horse- 
ferry Road are very confined, and our various processes are carried on in 
stories one above the other. It would be a great economy to make all our 
common gas at one station, and would effect an appreciable saving to the 
public. ‘The total expenses of our proposed new works, including the pur- 
chase of land, and a sum of £5000 for law and parliamentary expenses, is 
£377,327. This estimate does not include district mains, meters, gasholders, 
and many things of that kind, which would be included if they were new 
works entirely. I think the site isa very eligible one, and I am satis- 
fied that the works will not be prejudicial to the residents in the neighbour- 
hood in any way. Gas-mains will last for many years. We have had some 
down for fifty years, and they are as good now as ever. Whenever we take 
up a main, it is always replaced by one of larger capacity. The cost of the 
old —- then deducted from the cost of the new, and the balance carried 
to capital. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Puinn: 1 do not know of any formula for deter- 
mining the loss of illuminating power sustained by gas in travelling a dis- 
tance through pipes. The loss in common gas would be very little in tra- 
velling two miles from the works. To supply 14-candle gas we must make 
it equal to 16 candles at the new works, and that will involve the use of 
more han one-third cannel coal, We propose eventually to erect workmen's, 
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houses, if necessary, upon the additional land to be acquired ; it will also be 
partly used for storeage. Ihave no doubt that in the course of a few years 
all the gas supplied by the amalgamated companies, except cannel gas, will 
be made at the new works, My estimate at present is for a consumption of 
2000 million cubic feet per annum; that is allowing for a not very large 
increase on the existing demand. It would take five years to femove 
our works to Hackney, supposing we began next year. My calculation is 
for the consumption of gas five years hence, allowing 5 per cent. per ihnum 
as the prospective increase, The effect of giving an increased illuminatin 
power will be to diminish the consumption of gas. The present total amoun 
of gas supplied by the two companies is about 2000 million feet a year, but 
from that has to be deducted about 300 millions of cannel gas, so that I have 
added about 15 per cent. upon the present consumption. I have here a 
detailed statement of all the apparatus required for these works. here will 
be 5 retort-houses, containing 2500 retorts; 5 condensers, having a supet- 
ficial area of 25 square feet for each retort; 5 tar and liquor tanks, each 40 
féet in diameter by 25 feet high, with all necessa’ pumphig apparatus, con- 
—e valves, &c.; 5 atnmonia-vessels, each 30 feet diameter by 7 feet 
deep ; 6 sets of uriflers, éach containing 4 vessels 20 feet diameter and 7 
feet deep ; ant n addition to these, there are boilers, steam-engines, &c. 
Rée-examined by Mr. Davison: The extent of the site is about 40 acre 
which will give room for an increase in the number of retort-houses an 
purifiers, if it becomes necessary hereafter. 

_By the CatrMAN: We should not extend our urifying appatatus in the 
direction of the park. The site of the works will require raising at least 4 
feet. The earth taken from the excavations for the tanks and buildings will 
be sufficient to raise the whole surface. ‘The expense of this and also of 
pumping and of building a wall round is all included in the estimates. We 
od bea propose to use lime for the purpose of purifying, but oxide of iron 

! erjeant Kineiake: We shall use sulphate of lime for the removal 
of the carbonic acid, but that makes no smell. I am satisfied it is not true 
that the use of oxide of iron as a purifier injures the gas in any way. 
have heard it stated that if lime is used in connexion with the oxide the 
quantity of sulphur may be reduced to even less than 16 grains, but I am 
certain that is a wrong opinion ; it has no positive effect upon it. We sup- 
plied 336,854,000 feet of gas in the City of London last year; the total of 
our supply of gas of both sorts was, in round numbers, 1500 millions. The 
ms Company supplied to the City, last year, 520 million cubic feet. 

y Alderman Lusk: The object of the erection of the new works is to 
enable us to remove the present works from the densely populated parts of 
London, in order to economize the manufacture and lower the price of gas 
aa soon as possible. If the committee insist upon limiting the amount of 
sulphur in the gas to 15 grains per 100 feet, they will be insisting upon that 
which is hardly possible for us to do. The higher illuminating power we 
ate about to five necessitates the use of more cannel, which contains a large 
proportion of sulphur. 

y Mr. Morrison: The concentration of our works on one spot will 
economize labour. I have no fear of any accident occurring by which our 
districts would be left in darkness through our having but one station, be- 
cause, in such an event, we could get assistance from other companies. By 
increasing the illuminating power we increase the cost of manufacture, but 
the increased illuminating power is practically a reduction in price to the 
public. I think that London ought to be supplied with something better 
than 12-candle em I question whether we could pay 10 per cent. if we 
= - supply 16-candle gas, as the price of coal has gone up so tremen- 

ously. 

By Mr. Pavtu: There are about twenty gas-works in London, and there 
are far more explosions occur in private houses than ever occur in them. 
The buildings are expressly constructed to provide for any escape, and there 
is nothing in the manufacture of gas that necessarily involves danger. 


Robert Baxter, Esq., examined by Mr. Davison. 


T have found precedents for the capitalization of profit since 1860. Upon 
this point I have had many discussions with Lord Redesdale, and he has 
always allowed, both in the country and in London, the capital bond fide 
spent out of profits to be capitalized when companies come to Parliament. 
I think in the case of the Independent and the Phenix Gas Bills, promoted 
in 1860, they were allowed. There has never been a question raised about 
the period over which it has run; the only question has been whether the 
works upon which this capital was laid out are still in existence and in effi- 
cient repair. Supposing a company do not lay out one shilling from their 
profits in this way, they must come immediately to Parliament whenever 
there is a deficiency of funds, to raise ‘fresh capital. The oldest and best 
managed companies have —- taken the contrary course; they have 
always said, ‘* We will come to Parliament as little as possible.” They have 
divided as little money as they could, and have laid out as much as they 
could, considering—for in those older companies there was no limit as to 
dividends—that when they were spending out of profits they were increasing 
the profits which would be derived from the remaining capital; but when 
Parliament came in and said ‘‘ You shall not have more than a certain rate 
of profits upon a certain capital,” then of course the motive ceased, and it 
was only just that they should have the benefit of the capital in a parlia- 
mentary form upon which they could divide. The dividend upon that kind 
of capital has always been limited to 6 per cent. In this case the old works 
will discontinued when the new works are completed; but whatever 
“a sell their sites for they will deduct from their capital. 
he Cuarrman: We have no security for what they will do in future 
years. We have to look to the interests of the public now, and it appears 
to us that you are increasing the capital of the company by giving a bonus 
to the shareholders in this company paying 5 per cent. 
Witness : But you would not lay a penalty on a company who by provi- 
dent management have been saving, even reckoning at 5 per cent, £300,000? 
You would not punish the company for that, and say, because you have not 
7 this dividend to the public we will not allow you the capital 
al 
Cross-examined by Mr. Sarcoop: I cannot exactly remember, in the 
tase of the Phoenix and Independent Bills, how far the opposition of peti- 
tioners was directed to the points of the capitalization of profits, but we 
had the parishes a pearing against us in both the bills, and watching the 
bills as to all their provisions, and in the case of the City Company, in 
Which the same principle was adopted, a most violent opposition also on the 
part of the corporation of London. The bills cuheteed many objects other 
than that of the capitalization of profits. My memory does not serve me to 
tell you that there was any particular opponent who challenged the pro- 
rey of capitalizing pe but, speaking from my impression, I have no 
oubdt that was opposed as well as the other points. If this company had 
paid 10 per cent. dividends through the whole time in which this profit was 
laid out, there would not have been a pretence for their asking to have this 








sum capitalized ; but the fact is they were paying 4, 5, and 6 per cent., and 





the average of their dividends, even to the present year, only amounts to 
6} per cent. 

the CuarrMaN: The main question depends very much upon this, whe- 
ther the company would have been able to maintain their works, ahd to pay 
the dividend they did pay, without this outlay out of profits, It is the 
ordinary wear and tear of their works, necessary repairs to enable them to 
pay, re dividend, and the question would be, whether that can be considered 
capital. 

Witness : Upon that point, of course, the engineet of the rang | miiy 
be examined fully. If this money were laid out merely to maintain the old 
works, of course we could not ask for it; but I have reason to believe it was 
laid out upon new works, which would otherwise have reqiited hew capital, 

The CuArmman : Allow me to ask you one question, tv conclude it. Will 
hot this addition of 5 per cent. stock, which you mean to apportion among 
your shareholders, place them in a condition of receiving 12} per cent. upon 
their capital ? 

Witness : It will place them in the condition of receiving, supposing you 
count it for the year in which it is distributed, an additional 5 per cent. ; 
but suppose, you take it back for past dividends, it of course will not bring 
their Yhole ividends up to 10 per cent., and it never will. 

Re-examined by Mr. Davison : Before péople buy gas shares they look to 
the published accounts, and there they find there is a large amount of 
capitalized profits, and the share bears a price in the market in relation to 
the position of the company, ‘ a . 

By Alderman Lusk : If this bill is passed, no doubt it will give an in- 
creased value to the shares, and if it is refused it will depress the shares. 
Capitalists lay out their money upon the assumption that what Parliament 
has done before it will do again ; therefore Ishould not hesitate to buy these 
shares with a knowledge that there was this £360,000 of invested profits 
which would be recognized as such, I have asked for country instances, 
and I find nine instances of country bills that havé had the same thing done 
to them since 1854. 1 . 

By Mr. Stanttanp: I know the depression of the gas shares since the 
appointment of the committee to inquire into the working of the metropolitan 
companies has been very great, and so it will be with every company if they 
think it possible Parliament would overturn the whole of the existing 
arrangements and reconstitute them. , 

Sir W. Gattwey: They will have a great deal of available property to 
dispose of, and if we could introduce a clause to force them to dispose of their 
property within a certain time, they would be quite satisfied if we allowed 
them to capitalize money to the amount of what those buildings or that 
property would fetch. 

Witneas : If the committee thought it better to introduce a clause that 
the company should be authorized to appropriate the moneys arising from 
the sale of the sites which will be discontinued to the payment of the money 
that has been laid out as capital from profits, that would satisfy the company 
I have no doubt. 

Sir W. Gattwey: Would it not satisfy you if you had power to poy off 
the borrowed money to the extent of the money which you received from 
these works ? 

Witness : That would not have the effect of repayment atall. If we take 
the money for which we sell the sites. and divide it among the shareholders 
to the amount of paying this £360,000, which we have laid out, that 
would satisfy the company ; orif the committee are pleased to capitalize that 
sum, and say we shall take the money from the sale of the sites and pay off 
the mortgage, that would also perfectly satisfy the company. I ask is, 
that this committee will not do what no committee has ever done, refuse to 
recognize the outlay, because the public have had the benefit without interest 
for a great number of years. 

By Mr. Morrison: The Act of 1860 would have been practically a com- 
romise between the public and the companies, in writing off all old scores, 
if the capital of the companies had been inquired into at that time; but they 
were not. In the case of the water companies, the capitals of the companies 
were inquired into, and they almost without exception added outlay on 
profits to their capital, striking off for depreciation a certain sum, and the 
amount of conltdl ed settled for each company ; but, when the Metropolis 
Gas Bill was passed, there was no inquiry whatever into the capitals. 

Mr. Puinn then addressed the committee at some length on behalf of the 
Metropolitan Board, against so much of the preamble of the bill as related 
to the site of the proposed works, and called in support of his arguments the 
Rev. Septimus Hansard, rector of Bethnal Green, who was examined by Mr, 
Wilkinson as to the feeling of the inhabitants of the surrounding district, 

Mr. Saraoop was heard in opposition to the proposed capitalization of 
rofits, 

. The room was then cleared, and, on the readmission of the parties, 

The CuarrMAN said: I have tostate that the committee have passed the 
preamble of this bill, with an amendment in the last-recited clause, relative 
to the ‘* £360,000, part of the moneys expended on their works by the com- 
pany out of their divisible profits by capitalization.””. Those words will be 
struck out of the preamble, and the clause will read thus: “‘ And whereas 
it is expedient that the company be authorized to raise further money by 
borrowing.” 





Turspay, Junzr 5. 


Mr. Horz Scorr said that under ordinary circumstances the eompany 
would have seen, in the recent decision of the committee, a reason for very 
greatly hesitating whether they should proceed with the bill or not. But 
they could not coneeal from themselves that any opinion expressed by the 
committee would be an exceeding difficult one to get over before any other 
committee hereafter; that the decision they had come to was the decision of 
a = committee, and therefore to be quoted in the way of authority on 
all future occasions in a manner in which the decision of any ordinary 
Private Bill Committee would be incapable of binding them. The com- 
mittee would remember that they heard no reply upon that portion of the 
case which related to the capitalization of profits, the company believing 
that they were about to pass the preamble, and not supposing that the com- 
mittee would include one portion of it without calling upon counsel to speak 
to it. If, however, the committee adhered to their decision, the promoters 
of the bill must submit, At the same time it was a matter of so much 
importance that it was worth their consideration whether they would lay 
down a precedent which was to rule not only this but all other bills, not 
only in town but also in the country. 

The Cuarrman said they would probably be aware; when the proceedings 
were published, that the resolution was carried only by a bare majority ; 
but at the same time it was not without due consideration, or without 
hearing parties fully, or fully weighing the position in which the committee 
stood, It it was to be a precedent, he thought it would be one that would 





be quoted with advantage to the public. 
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Mr. Hore Scorr said under those circumstances the promoters would 
proceed with their bill. , i 

The clauses were then gone through, and much discussion took place 
upon them. ‘ 

Clause 22, relating to the creation of a contingent-fund, was, by consent, 
struck out. , 

Clause 25, authorizing the company to borrow upon mortage any sum not 
exceeding in the whole £400,000, was amended by adding the words “ — 
vided always that the company shall not be authorized to convert the bor- 
rowed moneys into capital.” 

Clause 44, authorizing the company to purchase 4 agreement 100 acres 
of land, was wer 9 posed by Mr. Webster and Mr. Wilkinson, on the 

und that it was wholly unprecedented, and would be giving the company 
egislative sanction to enter upon a large building speculation or the erection 
of manufactories for products which would become a nuisance. 

The CHAIRMAN said the company were about to employ some thousand 
persons at their works for whom no dwellings existed in the locality. If 
they —e the land for any purposes which would become a nuisance 
they were liable to indictment. 

Mr. Puriuirs (the company’s secretary) said it was required for cottages 
for the workpeople. 

The ComMITTEE decided, after some discussion, to retain the clause. 

Clause 47, exempting the buildings of the company from the operation of 
the een uilding Act, was opposed by Mr. Wilkinson, but ulti- 
mately agreed to. 

On clause 48, giving power to the company to lay and maintain connecting 
mains between their works and the points of supply, Mr. WILKINSON, in 
behalf of the parish of St. Matthew, Bethnal Green, sought to engraft a pro- 
vision that the company should pay a gory rent of £500 as a kind of way- 
leave for passing their pipes through that; parish. 

A long discussion ensued thereon, and the committee ultimately negatived 
the proviso. They agreed, however, to insert a proviso that not more than 
200 yards in length of any street within the parish should be at any one 
time broken up or disturbed by the company without leave of the vestry. 

Mr. WEBSTER brought up two manuscript clauses on behalf of the corpo- 
ration. The first was—‘‘ The price to be charged by the company for com- 
mon gas shall not exceed the rate of 3s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet, nor for 
cannel gas 5s. per 1000 cubic feet.” 

The CuarrMan : Surely you will not press this clause upon the com- 
mittee. We have left the question open in our general report for legisla- 
tion, and we are not going to limit or prescribe the price to be paid for gas 
or the quality of the gas in this bill. I think the committee will quite 
decline that. 

Mr. WessTer: If the committee have quite made up their minds on the 
matter, I am not going to waste your time for a moment. 

The Cuarrman: I think it would be useless. This ought to come under 
ageneral Act for the regulation of the whole metropolis; we cannot tie 
down one particular company to a price, and I think the clause will be 
negatived without a division. . 

The clause was then withdrawn. 

Mr. WEBSTER said the second clause was—‘‘ The company shall not in 
any year make out of their profits any larger dividend on their share capital 
of £900,000 than £8 in respect of every £100 actually paid of such capital.” 

The CHAIRMAN : That is open to the same objection. 

The clause was withdrawn. 

Mr. WEpsTER proposed a clause to enforce the removal of the company’s 
works from the City and the sale of the site within seven years. 

The clause was negatived. 

Mr. WexstTeR then proposed a clause for the compulsory sale of the 
undertaking to the corporation of London, or to any other public body, if 
required by Parliament. 

The CHAIRMAN said it would be for Parliament to give that power in a 
general Act, therefore the clause would be negatived. 

Clause 24 in the bill, which authorized the company to pay an increased 
dividend of 1 per cent. in respect of every 3d. per 1000 feet that the price of 
common gas was reduced below 3s. 6d., and cannel gas below 5s., was, after 
some discussion, struck out, on the ground that it was a provision in viola- 
tion of the General Act. The several clauses relating to the purity and 
illuminating power of the gas were struck out on the same principle, and 
a clause proposed by Mr. Webster, limiting the price to be charged to the 
Commissioners of Sewers for gas supplied to the public lamps, was negatived 
for the same reason. 

The CHAIRMAN said he was free to admit that the General Act was some- 
what imperfect as to the public lights; it wanted regulation, but it could 
not be done in this one bill. The same observation applied to a suggested 
clause for applying meters to the public lamps. 

Clauses for regulating the position of the company’s purifying apparatus, 
and prohibiting the distillation of tar upon the new works, and requiring 
them to discontinue the manufacture of gas at the Curtain Road and Brick 
Lane stations, after the expiration of twelve months from the completion of 
the works at Hackney, were agreed to. 

On the motion of Alderman Lusk, it was agreed that ‘The chimney or 
chimneys through which the company shall cause the smoke and other waste 
products to be carried, shall be constructed of such height as the engineer of 
the Metropolitan Board of Works shall approve; but in case there shall be 
any difference of opinion between the board’s engineer and the company’s 
engineer, the difference shall be referred to an arbitrator.” 

he other clauses were then gone through and settled, and the chairman 
was directed to report the bill as amended to the House. 


GASLIGHT AND COKE AND CITY OF LONDON GASLIGHT AND COKE 


COMPANIES, 

Mr. Hore Scorr said this was a bill for the amalgamation of the Char- 
tered with the CityGas Company. He had already stated the circumstances 
in his opening speech, and would now call his witnesses. 

Mr. J. O. Phillips, examined by Mr. Hors Scorr. 

Iam the secretary of the Chartered Gas Company. ‘This bill recites the 
— of the company accurately. I think there can be no doubt that there 
will be considerable economy in the manufacture and distribution of gas, if 
this undertaking is united with that of the City Company. The saving 
which we expect to effect in respect of our company will apply equally to the 


City cae, 
r. R. J. Millar, examined by Mr. Horr Scorr. 

I am secretary of the City Gas Company, and have been in the service of 
the company nearly oy years. The recitals in the preamble of the bill as 
to the origin and capital of the company are correct. 

Mr. F. J. Evans, examined by Mr. Hors Scort. 
_ The new capital proposed to be raised under this bill is required for build- 
ing the works at Hackney, which will become the works of the united com- 











pany. The total estimate for the united works is £470,360—that is £100,000 
for the City works alone, The capital to be raised, together with the bor- 
rowing powers, will be applicable in the first instance to new works, and 
then to the gradual increase and extension of mains, and matters of that 
kind, from time to time. oe rs 
pon KInGLaxs: I suppose the capital of both companies is to be 

applied to it? 

. r. Hore Scorr: Yes; we have no power to raise capital under the 
other bill. : 

Mr. WexrstER: The works to which Y sos ; = eg to apply this money are 
to be erected under the powers of the other Act 

Witness: Yes. 

The preamble of the bill was then declared to be proved, and the clauses 
were proceeded with. 

In reference to clauses 38 and 42, 4 

Mr. WexsTeEr said his clients objected, first, to the amount of capital— 
£300,000—proposed to be raised; and, secondly, to whatever amount was 
authorized being treated as ordinary capital, entitled to 10 per cent. In 
many cases the dividend upon new capital was limited to 74 per cent. 

Mr. Hore Scorr contended that the whole of the capital asked for would 
be required and that it was not unreasonable, as the Chartered Company 
had been refused the usual permission to capitalize their profits, that this 
new capital should be placed on the same footing that the capital of a new 
company would be if they came forward for the first time for power to erect 
works, : 

Mr. WessrTer said it was an unreasonable amount of capital to give to a 
company coming for these additional powers, and an excessive ca) ital for 
the purpose. He thought the committee would not give it with the pros- 
pect there was of further legislation, whereby at some future period these 
companies might be joined into one large oseuy- And he further con- 
tended that whatever sum was given them should not be treated as old 
capital entitled to 10 per cent. 1 

The CHArRMAN thought there was no danger of that ; it would be on the 
footing of new capital which, by the Standing Orders, was entitled only to 
74 per cent. 

Jom some discussion on the subject the clause was amended, by consent, 
so as to make the maximum dividend upon the new capital 7} per cent. _ 

Mr. WEBSTER proposed a clause to compel the company to remove their 
works from the City after the expiration of five years. : F 

Mr. Hore Scorr pointed out that it would be extremely inconvenient to 
do so. It was the only site at present which the City Company possessed, 
and it afforded them great advantages for the landing of coal. The com- 
pany supplied a limited amount of cannel gas to the Post-Office and other 
public buildings, and it was desirable they should possess the power of 
manufacturing it there. No doubt the company would be as desirous as 
any one to consolidate their works, and it would be to their interest to carry 
them on at one site if they could, but the matter should be left to their dis- 
cretion. Attempts had been made in past times to get rid of those works, 
but Parliament had decided in favour of their oe my | When the Thames 
Embankment and the Metropolitan District Railway Bills were before the 
Legislature large protective clauses were given to this company. He did 
not say that the tendency of the amalgamation would not be to remove the 
works, but to force the company to remove them in the sense in which the 
Brick Lane and Curtain Road stations were to be removed would be a great 
disadvantage. It was absolutely necessary that their gasholders should be 
conveniently situated, but this clause would prohibit not only the manufac- 
ture but the storeage of gas in this locality. : 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee were quite aware of the importance of 
the subject and of the necessity, if possible, to remove the works; but at the 
same time he did not think they were in a position to put a compulsory 
clause in the bill. 

The clause was then negatived. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he would not press the clause for the compulsory sale 
of the works. 4 

Mr. Wi1LKINSON asked for the usual clause for the protection of the sewers 
belonging to the Metropolitan Board and the Commissioners of Sewers. 

Mr. Hope Scorr brought up a clause for the purpose, which was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN was then directed to report the bill as amended to the 
House. 





Miscellaneous News, 


METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Crry or Lonpon Court or SEWERS, GUILDHALL, TuESDAY, May 29. 

At the Meeting of the Court this day—Mr. Dz Jersey in the chair—the 
annual election of officers took place. 

On the motion to re-elect Dr. Letheby medical officer of health for the 
City of London, , 

Mr. RupKIN said he thought that this appointment, and the one relating 
to the examination of gas, should stand over for the present. There were 
certain circumstances now before a committee of the House of Commons 
which might render it necessary to make some alteration in the office of gas 
examiner. He would, therefore, advise the commission to suspend the ap- 
pointment, or to make temporary arrangements during the pleasure of the 
court, 

The CuarrMaN said the two appointments were quite distinct, and it was 
very important that the post of medical officer should be filled at once. 

Mr. RupDKIN said if it was clearly understood that in appointing Dr. 
Letheby the medical officer they were not committed to his election as gas 
examiner, he had no objection to offer, although he thought it would be well 
to make the former appointment only for three months. 

Deputy BuRNELL said there was an intimate connexion between the two 
offices, and it was very important that the commission should retain their 
power over both appointments. It would be a great advantage to make only 
a temporary arrangement respecting the medical officer, because, as he 
remarked, the duties of the two offices were so interwoven that it would be 
desirable the commission should consider the subject in the light of the 
report of what had recently taken place in Parliament. If Mr. Rudkin, 
therefore, would move that Dr. Letheby be only temporarily appeinted, he 
(Deputy Burnell) would have much pleasure in seconding the amendment. 

Mr. RupkKIN said he should be glad to do so, as he considered, even if om 
were no connexion between the two offices, it was right the court shoul 
have the appointments in their hands at the end of the next three months. 

Mr. WaTERLOW thought it would be wise, before making an alteration 10 
the existing arrangements, to ascertain whether Dr. Letheby would be willing 
to accept office for three months only. ie 

Mr. Peper said he did not, think it would be practicable to limit the 4 
pointment of medical officer to a period of three months, having reg 
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the sanitary condition of the City. There might come an unusual pressure 
upon that department, and great difficulty would then arise out of the pro- 
change in the mode of procedure. As to the gas analyst, it might be 
well, if any alteration in the Act of Parliament was likely to take place, that 
the commission should hold themselves at liberty, but he hoped they would 
not express an opinion that they ought not to appoint Dr. Letheby as their 
medical officer at once, whatever else they did. F 

The CuarrMan said he thought he ought to inform the commission that 
the intimate connexion between the two offices supposed by Deputy Burnell 
did not exist. It was perfectly within the power of the court to appoint a 
gas analyst quite distinct from the medical officer. But he would press upon 
the commission that which was foreshadowed by the last speaker, viz., the 
danger which might arise from the non-appointment of the medical officer, 
with the possibility of a cholera visitation in this country. _ 

Mr. H. L. Taytor thought the suggestion of Mr. Rudkin ought to be 
attended to. As to the appointment of gas analyst, it was quite as well that 
it should not be made at the present time. Something might arise out of the 
pending scm a | inquiry to show that it was not desirable to have the 
same gentleman hold both offices. But as to the appointment of medica) 
officer, he presumed no one was prepared to state that Dr. Letheby was not 
the right man for that position. It would not, therefore, be doing justice to 
him or to the commission themselves to postpone this appointment even for 
an hour. If they did they would be held up to public opprobium in the 
press, and on that account he would put it to the good sense of Mr. Rudkin, 
now that he knew the two offices were distinct, to withdraw his amendment, 
because he was sure every member of the committee felt that, as medical 
officer, Dr. Letheby had done his duty. 
After some remarks by Mr. Gover, Mr. Chaplin, and Deputy Obbard, the 
amendment was withdrawn, and the motion for the election of Dr. Letheby 
as medical officer agreed to. 
On the motion for the appointment of a gas analyst, 
Mr. PepLER moved as an amendment that the appointment do not take 
place at present. It was advisable, he thought, that the matter should stand 
over for a month or six weeks, to see whether any and what changes took 
place in reference to the gas supply of the City. ree 
Mr. Rupkin seconded the amendment. He could see no utility in the 
appointment at the present time, because if the analyses of gas were con- 
tinued, the commission would not be prepared to prosecute, supposing it were 
roved that the companies were not complying with the Act of Parliament. 
The corporation had stated before a committee of the House of Commons that 
the Metropolis Gas Act was altogether wrong, and that it was impossible to 
obtain a conviction under it. It would therefore be absurd on the part of the 
commission to appoint a gentleman to an office of this kind in the face of their 
declaration that the Statute was inoperative. 
Mr. WaTERLOw doubted whether the commission were not bound by the 
terms of the Act to appoint a gas examiner. . 
Mr. RupKn said they were not; the appointment was entirely optional. 
Mr. Gover said the 27th section of the Metropolis Gas Act required that 
“every local authority taking any supply of gas according to this Act shall 
provide all proper and sufficient apparatus, machinery, and instruments for 
testing the illuminating power and purity of the gas, and from time to time 
shall appoint, and, out a any funds applicable by them for their local pur- 
s, may pay a chemical examiner,” &c. The amendment, therefore, was 
irregular, because the commission were bound to make the appointment ; 
and not only so, but it was of great importance to have from week to week a 
record of the state of the gas supplied. 
Deputy BuRNELL said, in order to prevent the proceedings from being 
irregular, he would move as an amendment that Dr. Letheby be appointed 
gas analyst for three months. It was quite clear that they could not now 
state to the public all the circumstances which led them to object to a per- 
manent appointment to this office, while on the other hand, if they did not 
make some provision for duly testing the gas, the commissioners might be 
charged with a neglect of duty, which at the present moment would be a 
very unfortunate charge to circulate. If the amendment were accepted, it 
would give the court time to consider whether any and what alteration ought 
to be made. 
Deputy OBBARD seconded the last amendment. The office need not be 
destroyed till the time came. A serious need might arise for having the gas 
tested, and within the next three months the court would learn what course 
Parliament intended to take in reference to the gas supply of the City. 
The CHAIRMAN, in reply to a member, said the testing offices were in 
Jewry Street. Dr. Letheby was responsible for the whole of the testings ; 
he was allowed an assistant, but the appointment of that assistant was in 
his own hands, 
Mr. WHITESIDE did not see any advantage in indefinitely postponing the 
appointment as proposed by the first amendment. It might be taken into 
consideration next week, but there were questions which might make a tem- 
porary appointment desirable. Circumstances were before the public and 
fore the commission, as well as before the committee of the House of Com- 
mons, that might render it, at any rate, possible that a change would be 
required before long. It was known that the evidence of Dr. Letheby before 
the ptneerny committee was such as to astonish some portion of the 
ublic. He (Mr. Whiteside) would not say that that evidence was wrong or 
false, but he would say that he was astonished at it, and that he saw in ita 
good reason why they should postpone the appointment of that gentleman. 
whose evidence had so much astonished the public; and he might say more 
—that evidence had astonished the committee of the corporation who had 
the direction of the matter. He thought there was hardly a member present 
who would object to the postponement for a short time, as it would be very 
unreasonable to attempt to force the election of a gentleman in the position 
he had just mentioned for a week. 

Mr. Warmnow said he should like to ask Dr. Letheby (who had come 

into court during the conversation) whether the public would sustain any 
inconvenience by the suspension of the office of gas analyst for three months. 
Mr. Rupk1n, as a matter of order, objected to the question being 
answered. 
Mr. J. Symons desired to call attention to the position in which the com- 
mission might be placed if they did not appoint such an officer. By the 30th 
section of the Act, any consumer, on payment of a fee of 10s. 6d., was entitled 
to have the illuminating power and purity of the gas supplied to him tested and 
reported upon. If any necessity of this sort should arise, their constituents 
would be dissatisfied if they found that no officer had been appointed for the 
purpose. Seeing the possibility of a difficulty of this sort, he should vote for 
the appointment during the next three months. 

Mr. Cox, as one who had taken a great interest in the gas question, might 
be allowed to say he thought the commission would place themselves in a 
= wrong position unless they provided temporarily for this appointment. 
As he understood the matter, they did not see their way at present to fill up 
the office for a year, and he concurred in the opinion that it would not be 
desirable, At the same time, he thought it would not be desirable to go into 











the general question whether Dr. Letheby had satisfied them or not. He 
(Mr. Cox) did not complain of what had been said by Mr. Whiteside; he 
thought his remarks were very judicious, and he agreed with them to a great 
extent; but, under the circumstances in which the corporation were now 
placed in the House of Commons, advantage might be taken of remarks made 
in the commission, and he was perfectly certain that if they did not fill up 
= >. for a limited period at all events, they would not hear the 

t of it. 

The amendment to postpone the appointment indefinitely was then Put, 
and negatived ; and the further amendment, that Dr. Letheby be appoin 
gas analyst of the City for three months, was adopted, 





Dr. Hitrer’s Report on THE GAS SUPPLIED BY THE IMPERIAL, 
peg To THE VEsTRY oF St. PANCRAS DURING THE MOoNTH OF 
May, 1866 :— 

Maximum light estimated te candles according to the Act. . os 


Minimum light—sperm candles . . ° ° 

Average light—spermcandles . ...... 06. + «+ « 18°7 
Traces of ammonia, indicated by turmeric test-paper . . . Ni —— always. 
Traces of sulphuretted hydrogen, indicated by lead test-paper. . ever. 


On three occasions the gas when tested for sulphur was found to contain 
considerably more than 20 grains in the 100 cubic feet, which is the maxi- 
mum allowed by the Act. This impurity exists in the gas more than it used 
todo. There was also too much ammonia in the gas. In other repects the 
gas was satisfactory. 


Dr. Wurrmore’s REPorT ON THE QUALITY OF THE GAS SUPPLIED IN 
Sr. MARYLEBONE, IN May, 1866:— 








| Illuminating Power in Mean Pressure in 

















Sperm Candles. 10ths of an inch. 
May. |*Mean of 
22 Obser-| Highest.) Lowest. | Highest.) Lowest. 
| vations. 
Imperial Company’s gas... .j| 14°79 15°97 13°75 24°82 8°85 
Chartered Co.’s common gas. . 13°84 15°66 12°51 29°94 13°08 
Chartered Co.’s cannel gas. . .| 21°12 23°33 20-00 26°67 11°64 




















* Each observation consists of 10 readings of the photometer. 

The illuminating power of the Imperial gas has averaged during the month 
14% sperm candles, or about 23 per cent. more than the parliamentary 
standard; ten times it pearly reached 16 candles; and on fourteen other 
occasions it was over 14 candles. Its pressure also was good. The common 
gas of the Chartered Company gave a mean light of nearly 14 candles, or more 
than 15 per cent. in excess of the standard; thrice it exceeded 15 candles ; 
nine times in addition it was over 14 candles; and seven times only it fell 
below 13 candles, Its pressure was generally high, but sometimes unsteady. 
The cannel gas gave a mean light of rather more than 21 candles, and on 
four occasions it exceeded 22 candles; the pressure of this gas was also high. 
As regards their purity, all of them were entirely free from traces of sul- 
phuretted hydrogen, but showed the presence of ammonia, and in none was 
more sulphur found than what is permitted by law. The above results are 
obtained from the Imperial Company’s gas at their Fulham works, and from 
the Chartered Company’s common and cannel gas manufactured at their 
works in the Horseferry Road, Westminster. 

Dr. Wuirmore’s REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE WATER SUPPLIED 
In St. MARYLEBONE, IN May, 1866:— 








Total Solid Matter in de-|* Loss by Incineration of 
Mar grees or grains per Solid Matter in pre- Am- 
ae. Imperial gallon. vious column. monia. 


APL., 1866. | May, 1866. | Apx., 1866. ; May, 1866. 
9° 0° 0° 0° 





Distilled Water .. | 0° 
West Middlesex water} 19°48 18°80 1°08 0°68 see 
Grand Junction water 20°12 18°76 1°32 0°73 eee 
ee [St. 
PumpinNewCavendish eves 22°00 eese 3°40 1°088 
Pump in Upper Mary- 
lebone Street. . . . cose 91°20 oes 3°20 2°720 














* The loss by incineration of the solid matter represents the amount of organic 
and other volatile matters contained in 70,000 grains of water. 
The Thames companies water supplied to the parish showed during the past 
month a still further improvement, and a greatly diminished quantity of 
organic matter, whilst that obtained from our surface wells obviously becomes 
every month more impure and dangerous. Owing to the bad and absolute] 
stinking condition of the water obtained from the pumps in New Cavendi 
Street and Upper Marylebone Street, I have found it n to close both 
of them in order that they may be properly examined, but I very much doubt 
if any amount of cleansing or repairing will render the water in either of 
them again fit for drinking purposes. The large quantity of ammonia in the 
water from the latter pump shows the infiltration of sewage. 

CoMPOSITION AND QUALITY OF THE METROPOLITAN WATERS, IN 
May, 1866.—The following are the returns of the Metropolitan Associa- 
tion of Medical Officers of Health :— 











Tot. solid] 1554 py |Oxidizable| Hardness. 
Names of Water Companies. | Matter ¥,| Organic |—————_____ 




















ap mel 
| per gal. Ignition Matter.+ | Before | After 
} Boiling. | Boiling. 
Thames Water Companies. | Grains. | Grains. | Grains. | Degrees.) Degrees. 
Grand Junction , « « of 10°20 1°04 0°31 14°0 35 
West Middlesex . . . . .| 18°39 0°80 0°29 14°0 3°5 
Southwark and Vauxhall , .| 19°06 1°04 0°39 14°5 3°5 
Cs se sk te ol OT 0°81 0°27 14°0 3°5 
Lambeth se ce aa ae. om 0°32 | 14°0 3°5 
Other Companies. 
ss ws + + 6 of ae 1°13 0°05 18°5 7°5 
New River. . . . . « «| 17°84 0°68 0°22 14°0 4°5 
East London . . .. ‘| 21°68 0°79 0°38 14°5 4°0 








* The loss by ignition represents a variety of volatile matters, as well as o 
matter, as ammoniacal salts, moisture, and the volatile constituents of nitrates and 
nitrites. 

+ The oxidizable organic matter is determined by a standard solution of perman- 
ganate of potash—the available oxygen of which is to the organic matter as 1 is 
to 8; and the results are controlled by the examination of the colour of the water 








when seen through a glass tube two feet in length and two inches in diameter. } 
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Share List of PAetropolitan Gas Companies. 






































































































































































































































Am iv. ; ; ed 
No, 25 Naua — = Price | No. rE Names Aney"* 4 Price | No. [% Nau a. 
of zs or up t. of é or up Cent. r of. o — 4 oy 
feoued.| a Comranr. i. —_. Share. share es Comrany. okt. c share. fray A Company. 4 per 8) J 
. ° 5 | are. Annum 
£ & sdi£ sdi fsa &£ sd 
— bo Anglo-Romano, .|10 00/9 0 0) 11tol3 | 4000) 50 |Eguitable . . . ./50 3 che é4 Fite 12000 ‘ Malta & Medit.(L.) ; 34 ; He a o¢ 
seed) 30 “~~ ann wt 20 00) 4 00) 16100] 4000) 25 o., new shares./25 00/10 0 0) 36 to37 [ 30000} 5 |Oriental, Calcutta) 5 00/8 0 0} 4 to 54 
750] 90 or Be poe ae 4 0 0)10 0 0} 27 10 O § 23406) 10 |European(Lim.) .|/10 0 0/10 © ol of toc! 30000} 6 .,new shares.|0 100) 8 00 te 
5 bay (Z ted). v4 He A, ae, 0 | 12000} 10 | Do.,newshares,| 5 0 0/10 0 0) 63 to6j ones 5 Penn (Li roe 5 00 he | 
30000 Bom Limited). Boulogne, Amiens, 0000) 10 |Para (Limi! . 10 0 O£6intr.| 93 to 
10000} 5} Do., thirdissue.| 4 0 0/£5intr. a3 —- £ en, 27000) 20 |Phenia 2 26) ay 
J , ee ee of/2¥ O0F10 00 
10000) 20 British, Limited 20 0 0/10 0 0)29§ to Havre,& Nantes.) 3600/100 | Do.,new. .. .{15 00/7100) 1 “0 
A TS 20000] 10 |Great Central Gas 144000| Sk,| Do. {capit.profits) 5 00| 8 00 
Tunstall & gheitae, 3. . .{10 00/10 00) 12§to13} 5000} 20  aePS 20 0010 0 0! 28 to30 
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GAS-METER COMPANY, 


(LATE CROLL, RAIT, & 00,,) 


1864. shows the following comparison :— 
NEW METERS TESTED, 


Of the Gas-Meter Company, Limited. . Dry . . 1116 
Wet* . . 1392 


Of George GloverandCo. . . . . Dry ... . 
* The Unvarying Water-Line Gas-Meter, in regard to which the following extract from said report 





George Glover and Co. = ” ” 








LIMITED, 


Beg to intimate that the printed report of the official inspector of Gas-Meters for the City of Manchester for the year ending 


Total. . .« «© «© + « « === 2408 


383 
refers :—‘‘ The visiting justices will 


perceive, from a comparison of the tables now appended with those of last year (viz., 1863), that there has been a large increase in the number 
of new wet meters tested, owing to the Gas Committee having substituted the wet for the dry in the case of hired meters.” 


Extract from printed report of the said official inspector for the year ending 1862, shows the following comparison :— 
Croll, Rait, and Co., per centage of error on the number tested. . 8671 


. « 22°727 
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Extensive experience, in this country and abroad, 
Gas-Meters, which have come more rapidly into 
tured.—The printed Report of the official In- 
chester, for the year ending 1863, shows that 
5 new Wet Meters; and that George Glover and 
in point of accuracy, as shown in the following 








“‘ George Glover and Co., per centage of error on the number tested, 2°116. 
2°812. 
5°540. 

15°121. 

25°000.” 


Thomas Glover a »” 
Croll, Rait, and Co, 9» ” 
Thomas Fletcher 99 ” 
Joseph Boulton » ” 
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GEORGE GLOVER & CO/S 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
STANDARD GASHOLDERS, AND TESTING APPARATUS. 


has proved the superiority of their Improved Dry 
general use than any Meter hitherto manufac- 
spector of Gas-Meters for the City of Man- 
he tested 5707 new Dry Gas-Me‘ers, and only 
Co.'s Improved Dry Gas-Meters stand highest 
extract :-— 


Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road (near Pimlico Pier), London, 8.W.; 


15, Market Street, Manchester. 
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and 





A young Man (the Son ofa provincial 
Gas Engineer), who has had considerable expe- 
rience, and is thoroughly acquainted with both the 
chemical and mechanical parts of the manufacture of 
, and all the details connected therewith, is anxious 
S an ENGAGEMENT in a metropolitan or other 
large Work, for a time or a permanency. Satisfactory 
testimonials as to ability, character, &c., can be 
produced. : 
. Address, X. N., care of Mr, King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fieet SreReet, E.C. 





HE Advertiser desires an Engage- 
ment as ASSISTANT-MANAGER of a Gas- 
Work, metropolitan or provincial. He is a good 
draughtsman, has a fair knowledge of chemistry, and 
is well acquainted with the usual routine of a gas- 
work. Testi ials very satisfactory. 

Address, G., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fieger StReet, E.C. 








O* SALE, an Exhauster, nearly new, 
3-ft. stroke, to pass 20,000 feet per hour, with 
two screw-valves, by-pass, and all connexions. Also 
one high-pressure 4-horse STEAM-ENGINE (by 
Chadwick, of Manchester), 12-in, stroke. To be sold 
together or ey 

or particulars and price apply to J. KELSALL, Gas- 
Works, ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. 

June 6, 1866. 


Fo SALE, a 6-in. Centre Valve, 

complete, nearly new; 2 9-ft. lengths of 12-in. 
Hydraulic Main; 12 3-in. H and Dip Pipes; Hydraulic 
Valve, with 4-in. connexions, for two purifiers; 4 cast- 
iron Columns for 8 ft. deep gasholder. Sold on account 
of enlargement of works, 


Apply to Mr. J. H. Mason, NEwBuey. 


PBECIPITATED OXIDE OF IRON, 
prepared by the process as patented by Mr. HILLs, 
Manufactured by 
ARTHUR WARNER, 

17, LaunENcE PountNey Lanz, Lonpon, E.C. 








[MPERIAL CONTINENTAL GAS 
ASSOCIATION. 

The HALF-YEARLY MEETING of the Imperial 
Continental Gas Association was held at the London 
Tavern, Bishopsgate Street Within, yesterday, the 
28th = May, when the following resolutions -were 

sed :— 

Resolved—*“ That the Report upon the affairs of the 
Association now read be received, and entered on the 
minutes.” 

Resolved unanimously—* That a Dividend of £2 10s. 
per share, and a Bonus of £1 per share, be declared 
upon the 28,000 shares of the Association, for the half 
year ending the 3lst of December last, and that the 
said Dividend and Bonus be payable, free of income- 
tax, on and after the 15th of June next.” 

Resolved unanimously, 

**That Philip Twells, Esq., be re-elected a Director 
of this Association.” 

“That James Helme, Esq., be re-elected a Director 
of this Association.” 

“That Henry Wood, Esq., be re-elected a Director 
of this Association,” and 

“That Joseph Sebag, Esq., be re-elected an Auditor 
of this Association.” 

“ That the cordial thanks of the Meeting be given to 
the President and Directors for their able management 
of the affairs of the Association, and to the Chairman 
for his conduct in the chair this day.” 

By order of the Board of Direction, 

(Signed) W. Watton, Secretary. 

30, Clement’s Lane, Lombard Street, 

London, May 29, 1866. 





GAS-WORKS TO BE LET. 


[THE Milford Improvement Commis- 

sioners are prepared to receive TENDERS for 
letting, for such a term of years as shall be agreed 
upon, the MILFORD GAS-WORKS, mains, service- 
pipes, meters, street-lamps, and the sole making and 
selling of gas within the district of the said Improve- 
ment Commissioners. 

Particulars and further information may be obtained 
on application at the Offices of the Commissioners, 
Milford, Pembrokeshire. 

The tenders are to be sent to the Clerk on or before 
Friday, the 15th of June next. 

By order of the Commissioners, 

W. VP. WitxiaMs, Clerk. 

Milford, May 29, 1866. 














TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES. 


W. H. BENNETT, having had 


considerable experience in matters connected 
with Gas, Water, and Sanitary Improvement, begs to 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfec- 
tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PROVI- 
SIONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention ma 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. 

Patents completed, or proceeded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit London. 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 

Information as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously 
upon application to the advertiser, 42, Parliament 
Street, WESTMINSTER. [Office of the JOURNAL OF 
Gas LicutTine, &c.) 


A UCHINHEATE, Lesmahago, Gas 
COAL, known in the market for the last fifty 
years as a first-class gas coal, 


JAMES FERGUSON and 00., 

Sole Lessees of the Auchinheath Coal-Field, are pre- 
pared to ship the above at Glasgow, Greenock, and 
Ardrossan, on the west coast of Scotland; and at 
Granton or Leith, in the Firth of Forth, on the east 
coast, Also to forward them to any railway-station in 
Scotland or England. 

Price and other particulars may be learned by 
addressing 

JAMES FERGUSON and CO., 
Gas Coa, Worgs, 
LESMAHAGO,. 


en 


CAst- IRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, 
with Syphons and all requisite Connexions, Lamp 
Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves,Street Lamps, 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pans, Charging ana 
Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross 
Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings. 

PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS 
erected complete, or the materialssupplied; with every 
description of goods in use by Gas-Works, in stock, on 
wholesale prices, at 

Mr. LYNCH WHITE'S, 
Old Barge Iron vane Ground Street, 























LIMITED, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 





THE WELLINGTON TUBE WORKS, 
GREAT BRIDGE, WEDNESBURY. 


REGISTERED OFFICES, 


394, NEW STREET, BIRMINGHAM. | 95, GRACECHURCH STREET, E.C. 


LONDON OFFICES, 


IRON TUBES & FITTINGS FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER. 


This Company possesses special facilities for the manufacture and supply of all descriptions of Tubes and Fittings, 
and every article in connexion with Gas-Works. 
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PATENT GAS-REGULATOR. 80, KING’S CROSS ROAD, AND 
a 10i, GREAT PERCY STREET, CLERKENWELL. 
——$— Manufacturer of the Patent Dry and Improved Unvarying Water-Line Gas-Meters and Station-Meters, 
Governors, Experimental Meters, and Pressure Gauges, on the most improved principle. 
Old Meters thoroughly repaired, and altered to meet the requirements of the Act of Parliament, 
ALL METERS WARRANTED. 


WALTER FORD, 


159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON, 
MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. &c. 
Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 
anv required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 





ee 














Manufactured by 





THOMAS LAMBERT AND SON, 
Gas Engineers and Founders, Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 
SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON. 
MARTIN’S 








The object of this Gas-Regulator is to enable any LEE MOOR PORCEL AIN FIRE-BRICKS, 


fr consumer to reduce the ae of the gas, ct ne 
con ode ga duit nc cinaontanaaain Containing no Lime, and only °45 of Oxides, resist the strongest heats, and will last for Gas-Works 
longer than any others. 





lts advantages over any other regulator are as | 
gg el simple ints construction. More,sensitive Samples and prices sent, and the highest references given, on application to 
in _ operation. Less omg get out wd —., It MARTIN BROTHERS, | 
no more attention than a gasemeter. And is | 

i dapet quien saanie. * ST. AUSTELL, CORNWALL. 









THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS,) 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES, 
Lonpon AGENT: 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross) 


Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
Drain- Pipes, 


ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
: efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 
SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STUCK. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, §S.E. 




















TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. | 


HENRY ALDER, 
GRANGE METER-WORKS, EDINBURGH, 
Begs to intimate that he has introduced the manufacture of DRY GAS-METERS in 


CAST-IRON CASES. 


These Meters are protected by registration under the ‘ Copyright of Designs Act.” They are much more durable, and at the 
same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 
Price list and terms on application. 


LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 

















FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 












































\! 
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53 FREDERICK STREET, EDINBURGH. 
BR. JOHN ROMANS, Civil and 


Practical Engineer, may be consulted at the 
above address on all matters pertaining to Gas- Works, 
Water-Works, and other Engineering questions. 

Plans and Specifications Furnished, Works Erected 
and Repaired, or taken on Lease for a term of years. 

Mr. Romans is also agent in Edinburgh for supplying 
High-Classed Scottish Cannel 1CoalandFire-Clay Goods. 


RASER’S PATENT RIBBED CAST- 
IRON RETORTS are being introduced at the 
Gas-Works, Derby, Shrewsbury, Portsea, Nottingham, 
Syston, Whitwick, Barrow-in-Furness, Seaham, Ris- 
borough, Leighton, Loughborough, Corwen, Castle 
Donnington, Kegworth, Royston, Woking, Swadlincote, 
Rugby, Carlow in Ireland, Stornoway, N.B.; also at 
Gibraltar and Montreal, &c. 








Apply to Mr. A. C. Fraser, Gas-Works, 
CoLCHESTER. 
XIDE OF IROYM, 


We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRE), 


Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 
extensive Gas Companies, and which has given entire 
satisfaction. 


FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 





INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 

1862. CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 

ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 

THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


E. BAKER & CO., 
24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W. 








of all dimensions. 

GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns, 
ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS, 

GRATE BACKS in various designs. 

Contracts eutered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 
naeces, &c, 
; Shipments on the shortest notice. 


GAS & GENERAL ENGINEERING OFFICES, | Trade Mark. 





FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES | 
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THE MEDAL FOR 1862, 


oe) Tus ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awarpep 
ror TUBES anv FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. 
Waxgnousz—81, UPPER GROUND ST., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 
$1, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 8.E. 


Socket, FLanegs, HoTtT-WATER PIPES, AND ALL 
ConNEXIONS; RetTortTs, HYDRAULIC Main, LamMp- 
CoLuMNs, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CAST- 
INGs AND WrovuGHT-IRoN-WoRK FoR GAS AND 
WaTER-WoRKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 


BierLeyY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 
Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nexions of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
n Office in London, Mr. E, M. PERKins, 78, Lombard 
treet. 











BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
J SUGG and CO. late ALBERT 


@ KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import 
‘duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can _ be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 

Communications, addresssed to J. Suaa@ and Co., 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 





ESTABLISHED 1827. 


jou BEVERLEY and SON, 


MARK LANE, LEEDS. 

Manufacturers of Patent Metallic Wet Gas-Meters, 

Station- Meters, Experiment - Meters, 
Pressure-Gauges, Syphon-Pumps, &c. 


Inventors and sole manufacturers of Bevevley’s | 


‘double-cased Gas Cooking Apparatus, unequalled in 
y, comfort, and cleanliness. 





THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 
&e. 


SCOTSWOOD FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 


- NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every 
description of Fire-Clay Goods. 


HAzais and PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OP 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
PIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTE Fine CLAY AND BRICK WorRKS, 
STOURBRIDGE. 
Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 
NB A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches, 
D's, 16X12, 15x14, 2016, 16x18. 


ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from 4 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards, 














Also, 
INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-Matns, 
WASHERS for Gas and STRAM JOINTS. 
VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for SrzAM-ENGINES. 
PACKING (Roll or Sheet) for STEAM-ENGINES. 
8TRAPS (Rubber and Canvas) for DRIVING Ma- 
CHINERY. 
HOSE-PIPES to convey Hor or Coup WarER. 
COKE-HOSE, made specially for rough usage. 
GAUGE GLASS RINGS and WASHERS. 
SUCTION and DELIVERY HOSE-PIPES for 
Pumps, FIRE-ENGINES, BREWERIES, and FACTORY 


a. 
BRA iS JETS, STOP-COCKS, SPREADERS, and 
Union ConngcrinG-JoinTs fitted to ditto. 
Illustrated Price-Lists on application. 








JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 
GOSWELL MEWS, anp 266, GOSWELL ROAD, } 
LONDON, E.c. 











Meters of any maker altered and Pog’ into complete 
repair, to meet the requirements of the Sale of Gas Act 


OBERT MACLAREN d CO., 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
am improved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 

gimeers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 


Gas-Meter Manufacturer, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE, 
EDINBURGH. 


BEST AND HOBSON 
LATE ’ 
ROBERT BEST, 

100, CHARLOTTE STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
Manufacturers of 
CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, 
Brass and Iron Gas-Fittings, Steam and Water-Cock s 
&c., &e. 

Also, 

PATENT WELDED IRON TUBES, 

For Gas, Steam, Water, and other purposes. 

GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
High-pressure Water-Valves and Cocks, &c., &c. 
Plumbers Brassfoundry, 

Brass, Copper, COMPOSITION, AND LEAD TuBES, 
‘Works: Birmingham, and Great Bridge, Staffordshire. 


ALFRED PENNY, Gas and 
' CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
WENLock IRON Works, 


21 & 22, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the 
‘construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. e also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 














Governors, | 
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FREDERICK RICHARDS, 
CONSULTING AND GENERAL ENGINEER, 
WILMSLOW, CHESHIRE. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates made for New 
or the Alteration of existing Gas-Works. 

Gas-Works leased, or Estimates given for the Ma- 
nufacture of Gas per Contract for a term of years. 
Manchester Office: 8, Cateaton Street, 





GAS COAL. 


JESS25. RICHARD EVANS & CO., 


Haydock Collieries, near St. Helen’s, are pre- 
pared to SUPPLY their best GAS COAL to Gas Com- 
panies on favourable terms. 

This Coal is extensively used by some of the largest 
Gas Companies in the Kingdom. 

It produces 9,400 cubic feet of 17-candle power, and 
yields 13 cwt. of coke per ton. 


ROSS-BARS with square Thread 


Screws, double-faced full-way Valves, wrought- 
iron Retort-Lids, coke and main-layer’s Smelting- 
Barrows, with all other Gas Apparatus, manufactured 
by Wa. RICHARDSON and Son, Charles Henry Street, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 


FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, &.E., 


Derét for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 


GAS ENGINEERS, 


MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORK 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 


AND 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 


| JAMES MILNE & SON, 

| GAS ENGINEERS, GAS-METER, GAS APPARATUS, AND 

| GASFITTINGS MANUFACTURERS, 
EDINBURGH, 


' & 2, KING EDWARD STREET, NEWGATE 
STREET, LONDON. 




















| Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas 
| Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every de- 
scription of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 


W. and H. SIMMONDS, 
RETORT-SETTERS, 
7R, SoutH Street, NEw NortH Roan, IstixeTon, N. 


W, and H. Simmonds having had long experience in 
retort-setting and the erection of tar-furnaces, beg to 
inform Di and Managers of gas-worke that the 


undertake to set or —— Retorts, and find labour an 
materials or labour only, on the most reasonable terms. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the Ja 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTIN 
in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socke and Flange Pipes, Bends, 
} asa gag and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 


N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Celumns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 


ate attention. 
CHARLES Hors ey, Agent. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 


Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 
FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 

PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPFS, 


WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDE 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 


J. STRACHAN, 
CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 
68, KING’S ROAD, READING, 

Having had many years experience in the adjustment 
and regulation of the supply of gas to public lamps, 
begs to offer his services to Gas Companies, Corpora 


tions, or Boards of Health, on reasonable terms. 
Contracts taken for laying mains, general repairs, 























and extension of gas-works. 
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‘ 
f 
j 





474 THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, [June 12, 1866. 














~ a 


NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 


THE BUSINESS OF 


WILLIAM SUGG, 


GAS ENGINEER, 


is removed to his New Factory, 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, | 


REGENT STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


WATER AND GAS PIPES, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CASTINGS. 


CLARIDGE, NORTH, AND COMPANY, 


PHGNIX FOUNDRY, BILSTON. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


AKAD on MOUTH PIECE 





























KING BROTHERS beg apeely to caf the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, whicw are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE 
FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while a rendering them FREE | 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IW FORM, By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, | 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 


Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. | 
| 
| 
| 





Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.’ 


IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 
| 
| 





FOR TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e. 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


WwW. C. HOLMES & CO, 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 
WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— 
| Pians, Sprcirications, and Prices of GAS APPARATUS; 
Pians, Sprcirications, and Estimates of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 
Pians of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS ; 
Pians of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, 80 eminently adapted for Exportation. 








LONDON OFFICES—56, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 


_ *,* Please address letters to the Works at Huddersfield. 





WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 


CT ie 


RETORTS Leeds. 





W. INGHAM and SONS, having for maay years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY PIRE-CLAY y 
beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for any seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FRO 
CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 
Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.— 


Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 














N.B.—Eaport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


i 
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TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
NOTICE OF REMOVAL IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE LATE FIRE. 


J. DEFRIES AND SONS, 
Gas Engineers, and Manufacturers of 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU Chandeliers ; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULES, and every description of Gas-Fittings. 


Temporary Show-Rooms:—16 & 17, COMMERCIAL STREET, WHITECHAPEL, 
Five Minutes Walk from their late Establishment, 147, HOUNDSDITCH. 








J. D. & SONS beg most respectfully to inform Gas Companies and the Trade that their CITY 
SHOW-ROOMS are now complete with every description of Lighting Mediums, including Registered 
Designs of Medieval Gas-Fittings, Crystal, Bronzed, olu, and Electro-Plated Chandeliers, Brackets, 
Vestibule-Lights, Bronzed and Gilt Statuettes. 
Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance with architectural arrangements. Estimates ed 
for the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 
GAS-MOONS of the Newest Designs. 
The PATENT GAS-REGULATOR and PURIFIER reduced to Gs. Gd. per dozen. Pattern- 
Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and Ormolu Chandeliers for 1865-66 are now complete. 
Works: LONDON and BIRMINGHAM. 


The CRYSTAL CEILING, with Ventilating Apparatus, manufactured by J. Defries and Sons for 
the Str usie-Hall, 


NATURAL OXIDE OF IRON. 


Messrs. W. DAWBER & SON, 


QUEEN’S DOCK, HT tit, 


Who with several Gas Companies successfully opposed the prolongation of Mr. F. C. Hills’s Patent for the Purification of 
Gas by Artificial Oxide of Iron, respectfully inform Directors of Gas Companies, Gas Engineers, and all interested in using the 
cheapest and most effectual material for the Purification of Gas, that they are now prepared to supply the NATURAL OXIDE 
OF IRON at a price per ton delivered, or to take Contracts by the ton of coal carbonized, receiving back the spent material. 


References to several London and provincial Gas Engineers of the highest eminence can be given on application to 
W. DAWBER & SON, to whom all orders should be addressed. 


Queen’s Dock, Hull, March 28, 1864. 


PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. 


MADE ONLY BY 


GEORGE HALLETT & CO, 


y/ 296, ROTHERHITHE, LONDON, S.E. 














== 


This Paint having been in general use over four years (especially in some of the principal Gas-Works), and proved itself the best light-coloured Paint 
produced for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it is lenpertant that its quinine chew be more elects known. 








| 














It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphuretted atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc ; and its light colour reflecting heat, produces much 
less expansion of gas in holders painted with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly. Its specific gravity is so much below 
white lead that the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in body; and its price being about the same (28s. per cwt.), it is actually 
one-third cheaper. From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, ates it is quite suitable for all purposes in which white lead is employed. 


Reference is kindly permitted by the Engineers of the Oi i it 
ame y — moh th . Engineers of the City of London, Commercial, London, and Surrey Consumers Gas Companies, who pronounce 





N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING SO MUCH MORE WORK, costs under 20s. per cewt., as compared 
with White Lead at 28s. per cwt. 


GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER. 
OFFICES REMOVED TO 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, CHARING CROSS. 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the manufacture of Gas and the construction 


of Works. 
PATENTEE & MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 
RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 
STATION GOVERNORS in which the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accidents. 


A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letter-press on the construction of Works, 
post free, 2s. 6d. 





























“The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his pamphlet refers.” —ARtIzan. 


a 














meen, 
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THE 


GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 


A. ANGUS CROLL, C.E., Chairman. 
GEORGE RAIT, Manaaine Director. T. G. BARLOW, C.E., Consuttine Enoinger. 


CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 


(invented and Patented in 1844, since which time 200,000 of these Meters have been 
manufactured by Mr. CROLL,) 
Obtained PRIZE MEDALS at the EXHIBITIONS of London, 1851, of New York, 1853, and Paris, 1855. 


IMPROVED in 1858, 
And was awarded at the INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 1862, the PRIZE MEDAL for 


‘6 9 
‘GOOD CONSTRUCTION and SOUND WORKMANSHIP. 
Now manufactured by the GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON;; and, for the 
purpose of obtaining greater accuracy in all its parts, the most perfect machinery has been adopted, ‘‘ By which the construction 
of the Meter is much simplified, while its liability to get out of order is diminished.” (See report of T. G. Bartow, Esq., C.E,) 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


55 and 554; MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, &. W., 
MANUFACTURER OF 

COMPENSATING & OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 

Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
STATION-METERS & COVERNORS, 

WRIGHTS REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR; 

STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS ; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges; Thermometers 

for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c-, &c. 


EXPERIMENTAL TESTING APPARATUS, 
Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 
PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, BI-SULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, THOMPSON’S BROMINE) 
AND HEATING POWER OF FUEL TESTS, IMPROVED ALKALIMETER, EXPERIMENTAL METERS 
AND GOVERNORS, MINUTE CLOCKS, &c., &c. 


“ANALYSIS OF GAS FOR PRACTICAL MEN - 
New and Enlarged Edition, with ‘‘ Gas-Meter Testing under Sales of Gas Act,” p.p. 25 Stamps. 


RK LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, TRON & BRASS FOUNDERS 
Alliance Foundry, 147, East Milton Street, and Barrowfield Iron-Works, 
GLASGOW; 
anp at SIMON SQUARE, EDINBURGH; 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
STATION & CONSUMERS METERS, ALL SIZES; 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, ror GAS, WATER, & STEAM; CAST-IRON RETORTS & PIPES, 
HYDRAULIC MAINS, CONDENSERS, WASHERS, SCRUBBERS, PURIFIERS, & TANKS. 
GASHOLDERS; 
GOVERNORS, SLIDE-VALVES, &e; 
WROUGHT & CAST IRON ROOFS & HOUSES. 
Contractors for Gas-Works of any Magnitude. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 
LONDON ESTABLISHMENT—190, STRAND. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANIJELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 
DOUBLE CONE, AILBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-?RION PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
DD HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
-Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 


a 
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